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Public Involvement Synopsis 
 

ARDOT Job Number 100512 
Walnut Ridge – Missouri State Line (Future I-57) 

Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph Counties, Arkansas 
August 13 – September 2, 2020 

 
A Virtual Public Involvement Meeting was held to present the Walnut Ridge – Missouri State Line 
(Future I-57) project in northeast Arkansas.  
 
The virtual meeting was held at Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com from Thursday, August 13 
through Wednesday, September 2, 2020. In addition, a public officials meeting was held via video 
conference on Wednesday, August 12, 2020. Special efforts to involve minorities and the local 
community in the virtual public involvement meeting included the following: 
  

• Display advertisements placed in the following newspapers: 
o The Times Dispatch (August 12 and 26, 2020) 
o Pocahontas Star Herald (August 13 and 27, 2020) 
o Clay County Courier (August 13 and 27, 2020) 
o Paragould Daily Press (August 15 and 29, 2020) 
o Arkansas Democrat Gazette (August 16 and 30, 2020) 

• Postcards (435) mailed to attendees from past public meetings 
• Letters mailed to public officials and stakeholders 
• Emails sent to public officials, agencies and other stakeholders 
• Social media blasts: ARDOT (August 13, 16-18, 20-21, 23-24, 26, 28, 2020 and 

September 1-2, 2020) 
• News release published by ARDOT (August 14, 2020) 
• Notification posted on ARDOT website 

 
Table 1 describes the results of the public participation at the virtual meeting. 
 

Table 1 
Public Officials Meeting (August 12, 2020) Totals 

Public Official Meeting attendees, including staff 21 

Virtual Public Involvement Meeting (August 13 – September 2, 2020)  

Unique Visitors (New Users) 2,005 

Visits to the Website (Sessions) 2,474 

Number of Website Pages Viewed (Pageviews) 8,168 

Percent of Total Users Interacting with Mobile Devices/Tablets 62% 

Comment Forms or Letters Received  126 

Comments on Interactive Map 37 

Attendees who Signed Electronic Sign-in Sheet 141 
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Table 2 identifies the information available on the virtual public meeting website and each page’s 
number of views. 
 

Table 2 

Website Page Pageviews 
(8,168) 

Excluding 
Homepage 

(4,784) 
Homepage 

• Text: Information on the meeting’s purpose, virtual 
meeting dates, a phone number for anyone with 
limited internet access or general questions or 
comments, submitting written comments, and 
guidance for special accommodations 

 
41% 

(3,380) 
 

The Meeting Starts Here 
• Electronic sign-in sheet 
• Handouts: Project Map; Summary Sheet; Comment 

Form 

7% 
(559) 

12% 

Meeting Presentation 
• Video presentation highlighting purpose of virtual 

meeting, project history, study goals, schedule 
milestones, an overview of the virtual meeting 
website, and submitting comments 

6% 
(524) 

11% 

Exhibits and Materials 
• Exhibits: Project Map, Project History; Study Goals; 

Draft Purpose and Need; Summary Sheet; and 
Schedule Milestones 

9% 
(745) 

15% 

Corridors Interactive Map 
• Link: ArcGIS corridor map on Street View showing 

the three corridors and three Missouri connectors, 
with the ability to leave comments on the map 

• Text: Instructions to use the interactive map 

24% 
(1,919) 

40% 

Environmental Interactive Map 
• Link: ArcGIS corridor map on Street View showing 

the three corridors and three Missouri connectors 
with environmental layers turned on, with the ability 
to leave comments on the map 

• Text: Instructions to use the interactive map 

9% 
(725) 

15% 

Submit a Comment 
• Print and electronic versions of the comment form 

4% 
(315) 

7% 
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Garver staff reviewed all comments received and evaluated their contents. The summary of 
comments listed below reflects the personal perception or opinion of the person or organization 
making the statement. The sequencing of the comments is random and is not intended to reflect 
importance or numerical values. Some of the comments were combined and/or paraphrased to 
simplify the synopsis process. 
 
An analysis of the comment form responses is shown in the below tables: 
 
Do you believe there is a need for an improved connection between Walnut Ridge and the 
Missouri state line (Future I-57)? Why or why not? 
Yes 122 

No 13 
 
Summarized Comments – Need for an Improved Connection 

Yes 
• Most users believe there is an increase in interstate traffic, particularly on the routes to 

Pocahontas, Corning, and Walnut Ridge, making this a dangerous stretch of narrow 
highway. Therefore, an improved connection would not only alleviate said traffic but 
increase overall safety for route travelers. 

• Majority of users believe that better roads would improve economic development and 
industrial recruitment for the surrounding areas in northeast Arkansas, an overlooked 
transportation hub, by bringing traffic/business to the area. 

• This targeted portion would fill the need to connect the Texas region with the Chicago, 
Illinois area from a long-distance freight and traveling public corridor perspective and is the 
last major link in a future interstate. 

• Corridors (I-30 and future I-57) may necessitate a 6-lane expansion throughout the state, 
not just in the urban / suburban areas in the future. 

• Additionally, it will greatly influence travel from St. Louis to Little Rock in a way that will 
efficiently improve travel times between Arkansas and Missouri/Upper Midwest. 

• This will accomplish the project goal of increased resiliency of the highway system.  
• There is a need with the increased poultry industry presence in this area.  
• There does need to be an improved connection between Walnut Ridge and the Missouri 

State line, but Pocahontas and Randolph county cannot be left out when the new highway 
route is decided.  

• It would offer a potential alternate to the highly traveled I55. 
• It would provide easier access for commercial vehicles as well as commuters and travelers 
• Future I-57 routes near Pocahontas will finish tying all towns together with the 

improvements made to 63 and 412. This will take the “bottlenecks” away from Pocahontas 
and still allow the area to continue to grow. The route through Greene county will cut 
Pocahontas out of the loop. The route near Delaplaine will also encounter large areas of 
mucky sticky clay soil that runs 20 feet deep and then turns to white sand hat will hold 
nothing in much of that area. 
 

No 
• Small portion of users believe that the current route is now sufficient. 
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• Believe funding for northeast Arkansas could be better used to improve connectivity in 
population hubs, primarily Jonesboro and secondarily Paragould. Funding would be better 
to improve US 412 corridor between northeast and northwest Arkansas, two areas of the 
state with most-recent growth.  

• It will take away from the travelers stopping in, and bring problems of pollution, noise, 
congestion, etc. to the surrounding communities. 

• Users believe that the surrounding communities, particularly those of Corning, Delaplaine 
and Pocahontas, would be impacted negatively due to economic loss and destruction of 
farmland and wildlife habitats. 

 

 

 
Summarized Comments – Impacts to Community 

Beneficial 
• Corridor 1 would be most beneficial due to an existing connection on US 62 and being 

closest to Pocahontas. Pocahontas depends on north-south corridor traffic. Many believe it 

Do you regularly travel within northeast Arkansas? If so, please check the city closest to 
your home and to your destination and the purpose of your travel. 

Closest City Home Destination Work School Other 

Corning and north 22 22 
57 5 58 

Datto/Reyno/Biggers 8 4 

Pocahontas 35 26 

Shannon/Manson/Lesterville 0 0 

Walnut Ridge/Hoxie/ 
College City 

13 21 

Knobel/Peach Orchard/ 
Delaplaine/O’Kean 

14 13 

Black Rock/Imboden/Portia/ 
Ravenden 

3 1 

Paragould 11 7 

Jonesboro 5 16 

Other: 9 8 

Do you believe that the proposed project would have any impacts on your community 
(economic, environmental, social, etc.)? (Beneficial, Adverse, Both, Neither) 
Beneficial 67 

Adverse 21 

Both 34 

Neither 3 
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is estimated to be the least expensive with the least environmental impacts on businesses 
and farmers. 

• Majority of users ruled the benefits as increased safety measures, improved highway 
systems, and a route that would lead to economic growth. Users in favor include 6 Walnut 
Ridge City Council members, including the Mayor of Walnut Ridge, who submitted a 
supportive resolution in favor of Corridor 2. 

• The improvement would also greatly impact the industrial and commercial growth for the 
area, specifically because of and for PECO. 

• Users also believe that moving traffic away from old HWY67 so that the road can be used 
for local travel will provide a more efficient and cost-effective route for all travel by 
eliminating big truck congestion between Corning, AR and Walnut Ridge, AR. 

• Increased traffic between two economic regions in Chicago and Dallas will be a boom for 
the region and encourage industry growth in the area, particularly Randolph and Clay 
Counties. 

• Corridors 1 or 2 would have a flood-free highway away from Pocahontas, and short travel 
distance to future I-57 will fuel local area growth. 

• Western connection at Pocahontas will save 37 miles by not going to Hoxie/ Walnut Ridge.  
• Option 3 has less mileage through 100-year floodplains but would seem to be more 

beneficial to have an eastern bypass of Corning rather than the indicated western swing to 
join the other alignments.  

• Future I-57 will intersect west of Corning in between the airport, Clay County Electric, Farm 
Service, and the fish hatchery.  

• Benefits of the project are thought to outweigh the impact on rural structures. 
• It will be beneficial if the current HWY 67 is followed, so that established businesses will not 

be affected and will keep both residents and travelers nearest medical facilities, emergency 
services, and other types of services 

• Following the current HWY67 from Walnut Ridge to the Missouri State Line will be 
beneficial to both locals and travelers due to the several businesses along HWY 67, which 
will keep residents and travelers nearest to emergency, medical, food and lodging options. 

• It could be beneficial to the Paragould area as it would provide a closer location to access 
the interstate system.  

• It would also be beneficial economically for Corning. Placing future I-57 out of the city's 
path would be detrimental to residents and the city. 

• This highway would facilitate the law enforcement academy as well as the rest of the WBU 
college. Pocahontas is the most viable city north of Searcy along Highway and to maintain 
its viability the Highway is needed in proximity. 

• The addition of a major thoroughfare in our area would boost economic development by 
increasing access for commercial transportation. Improvements in these areas should also 
improve the economic welfare of our citizens. A road embankment across the flood plain 
will effectively act as a levee and may significantly alter the flow of water if adequate flood 
relief bridges are not included in the design. 
 

Adverse 
• Corridor 3 would be significantly detrimental to economy of Corning/Clay County & 

Pocahontas/Randolph County due to its distance. Bypassing cities like Corning and 
Pocahontas will likely result in severe economic loss. 

• A better highway would encourage people to travel out of town. 
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• Corridor 1 would cut off four major access points from Walnut Ridge to the Walnut Ridge 
airport, industrial park, and Williams Baptist University (Country Club Road, Fulbright 
Avenue, County Road 428, and Highway 67/County Road 429). Would cause substantial 
economic and social complications for this community. 

• If current 67 is followed or the corridor is updated, there are concerns that churches, 
businesses, farmland, wildlife habitat, and homes will be lost. 

• The thought of a 4-lane interstate running through the town of Delaplaine is not good. It 
would wipe this town off the map and probably Peach Orchard and O’kean as well. The 
base area from O’Kean to Knobel for the road will be gumbo which will not hold up to large 
amounts of traffic day in and day out the road will need constant work done to it as it will try 
to fall through with large amounts of traffic. It would cross numerous ditches and destroy 
many farmlands and wetlands. It is also more expensive to maintain than other plans.  

• This area is close enough to I-55 if people want to travel north on an interstate. The existing 
highway is sufficient. This project threatens problems of pollution, noise, congestion, etc. 

• The highway could devalue much prime farmland adjacent to the interstate. 
• There would be an environmental impact if the interstate is close to the Wildlife 

Management area, particularly south of HWY67. Farmers flood the fields and any major 
loss of fields could impact the farmers, wildlife, and hunters. We need another bridge other 
than the bridges at Portia, Pocahontas, and Corning for Black River. This has been an 
ongoing issue when Black River floods below Poplar Bluff due to Current River and 
Fourche connecting to Black River. The highway between Pocahontas and Corning is 
closed when it floods as well as between Pocahontas and Walnut Ridge. If the interstate 
went close to the current HWY67 or on it, most of the issues stated could be mitigated. 

• Too much traffic close to residential areas and a higher chance of criminal activity. 
• Travel times will be greatly increased in rural areas where over passes are not created. 
• If the current HWY 67 is not followed it will have an adverse impact on businesses, as the 

other 2 corridors are further from the city of Pocahontas and other small towns along HWY 
67. Pocahontas is the largest city between Poplar Bluff, MO and Newport, AR, almost 100 
miles, therefore it is vital that any improved highway construction be with Pocahontas as 
the focal point.  

• It will reduce traffic and revenue in Reyno but will be much safer 
 
Summarized Comments – Preferred Corridor 

Corridor 1 
• Corridor 1 would require crossing only Black River and would be closer to the existing 

route, making it less expensive and able to minimize right of way acquisition with less 
adverse effects on the environment, wildlife, businesses, and farmers than a completely 
new route. 

Which corridor do you prefer? 
No Build 7 

Corridor 1 26 

Corridor 2 68 

Corridor 3 31 
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• Maximizes the proximity and access to Pocahontas which would lead to economic stability 
and growth for the area because it is the largest city with that generates the most traffic 
between Walnut Ridge and Corning. 

• Would oppose any route that completely bypasses Pocahontas. 
• Runs through topography with better soil for roadbed and less farm ground destruction. 
• Easier connection from the west via Imboden 
• Corridor 1 would eliminate the old highway, which is one less to maintain. 
• With Corridor 1, there is concern about losing access to the current Hwy 67 using 67Y. 

When trains block the railroad tracks, there needs to be ability to travel to the other side of 
Walnut Ridge. 

• Law officials would have more roadway to patrol.  
 

Corridor 2 
• Cheapest, straightest, shortest corridor with only one major new bridge to build. Corridor 1 

too disruptive to current buildings along existing US 67 due to width, and forces Williams 
Baptist University to require an access road from the interchange at Hwy 980.  

• Corridor 2 would provide the most benefit to surrounding economies and will improve 
shipping for the surrounding areas. 

• Gives Pocahontas flood-free, uninterrupted travel in both directions with less interruption to 
churches, businesses, residential homes, wetlands/wildlife preserve, and farmlands. 

• Links Corning to near Pocahontas, while adhering closely to original route. Corridor 2 would 
benefit workers and students travelling daily on a dangerous 2-lane with a high volume of 
semi-truck traffic, create economic growth and improve shipping for the area.  

• It passes reasonably close to the highest populated areas with more nearby amenities than 
Corridor 3. 

• There are concerns that Corridor 2 will demolish personal property and farmland. 
• Corridor 2 will need to be substantially raised above the 100-year floodplain for a much 

greater distance than Corridor 3 would be. 
• Many users in favor of Corridor 2 emphasized that Corridor 2 needs an interchange to allow 

access to the Walnut Ridge Airport/Industrial Park and Williams Baptist University with an 
exit provided north of the airport to allow for future expansions. With an interchange exit at 
the County Line Road, you could eliminate the exit further north to the Pocahontas 
industrial park, by splitting the County line. Users in favor include 6 Walnut Ridge City 
Council members, including the Mayor of Walnut Ridge, who submitted a supportive 
resolution in favor of Corridor 2. 

• Few users suggest Corridor 2 is preferred until approaching "Skaggs" and then follow 
Corridor 1. 

• Prefer corridor 2 or a combination of corridors 1 & 2. 1 & 2 show the improvements could 
be implemented incrementally in smaller projects over time that provide independent utility.  

• The distance from Pocahontas or Corning is not materially different than Corridor 1.  
• Corridor 2 would allow current traffic to flow as "normal" while adhering closely to the 

original route, until completion. It would also allow alternate means of connection to remain.  
• Crosses only the Black River, while also running closer to population centers. 
• The City Council of Walnut Ridge and Walnut Ridge Mayor support and suggest this 

corridor, with an interchange being added to the corridor for access to the Walnut Ridge 
Airport, Industrial Park and Williams Baptist University. 
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• Randolph, Clay, and Lawrence County officials, City of Corning in Clay County officials, 
City officials of the Town of Biggers, the City of Reyno and Randolph County officials, the 
city of Walnut Ridge and Lawrence County officials, as well as Northeast Arkansas 
Intermodal Authority board members representing four counties, and Randolph County 
Chamber of Commerce officials submitted resolutions in favor of this corridor, and are 
included in this official tally for the support of Corridor 2.  

 
Corridor 3 
• Appears to be a shorter route with straighter alignment/most direct route. Least impact on 

critical environment and farm areas, residential homes, with less impact on already heavily 
populated roads and existing physical structures. 

• Would create an improved flood-free connection from Highway 67 south of Pocahontas to 
future I-57 due to location outside the levee area and would benefit the local area. 

• Corridor 3 is preferred but is suggested to move east of Corning, not going by the airport. 
• Features only one major crossing of a body of water. 
• Users chose this corridor because they prefer the route to not follow the existing highway. 
• Corridor 3 is not located directly in the middle of the Black River flood plain, as is Corridor 

2, which in recent years has experienced multiple record high flood levels. It seems that 
building that length of interstate above historic flood levels in that low area would come at a 
much greater expense. Earlier meetings and packages presented in 2002 and 2014 
suggested that Corridor 3 was the least expensive of the routes. 

• There are concerns that this corridor would severely impact farmland and residential 
homes. 

• The easternmost alignment would have the greatest impact on the large number of 
industries in Paragould by having a better and faster route to ship and receive goods. 

• The corridor from Stateline through Knobel / O’Kean to Walnut Ridge is the only viable 
option. 

• Access to future I-57 via Corridor 3 is not that much farther for Pocahontas than Corridor 2. 
 

 
Summarized Comments – Preferred Missouri Connector 

Connector A 
• Need to evaluate taking highway north from airport and then turning to the northeast and 

entering Ripley County. Missouri should take it from there and angle to US 160 to avoid 
structures and utilities. 

• Connector A is preferred because Missouri is planning to build their new 4 lane alignment 
to the west of the existing US 67 alignment. 

• Seems to have the least impacts, specifically noted with less impact on homes. 

Which connection with Missouri do you prefer? 
Missouri Connector A 37 

Missouri Connector B 46 

Missouri Connector C 20 
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Connector B 

• Users believe this connector utilizes the existing road with a better route to the highway at 
the state line. This would make conditions better for surrounding businesses with an easily 
accessible rest area and Welcome Center. 

• Best choice of connection if using corridor 1. 
• Since Missouri has left 2 miles to allow Arkansas flexibility, utilizing as much of US-67 as 

possible would be beneficial financially if it doesn’t cause trans-border area access issues. 
• The road needs to miss the congestion at the stoplight on Hwy. 67 in Corning. 
 
Connector C 
• Hopefully will avoid the need for another overpass above the existing two-lane highway, 

keeping costs down. 
• This connection will be as close to avoiding nearby buildings and act as the new 

entrance/exit to AR/MO, providing a straighter drive with less obstruction into Missouri.  
• Appears to have the least impact on houses on current Hwy. 67 and state line businesses. 

 

 
Summarized Comments – Environmental Constraints or Historic Sites 

• Many users have concerns about disrupting marshes and wetlands, the WMA distance 
from Corridors 2 and 3, and the expense to build across a large wetland area. 

• 100-year floodplain constraints are the main environmental constraints. There will need to 
be great emphasis placed on raising the roadbed above US-67 measure. 

• On Clay CR 129 lies Richwoods cemetery and Shiloh Baptist Church. It was a 
reconstruction era town made before Clay County existed. North and South of AR-328 
there are several century farms settled by German immigrants in the early 1900s.  

• There are reports of several Indian Burial grounds in the Delaplaine area. 
• There is also a German Prison camp to the West of Knobel, closer to the existing highway. 

 

 
Summarized Comments – Land Development 

Yes 
• Several appear to be in the study area, but anticipated routes seem to deal well with them. 
• A newly surveyed a lot to the north of Knobel that will potentially be a duck hunters cabin. 
 
No 
• Corridor 1 would have an adverse effect on Williams Baptist University. 

Are you aware of any environmental constraints or historic sites within the study area? 
Yes 30 

No 85 

Are you aware of any land development plans within the study area? 
Yes 6 

No 109 
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Comment forms received by those representing: 
Self / Did Not Specify 88 

Agency/Organization:  
• Believes there is a need: Randolph County Officials, Clay County Officials, 

Lawrence County Officials, City of Pocahontas, City of Marmaduke, City of 
Corning, City of Reyno, the Town of Biggers, Francis Fish Co LLC, City of 
Walnut Ridge, Capital Paving & Construction, Natural Flyaway Farm LLC, 
Running Lake Farms, Clay County Courier, Lesmeister Guesthouse, BRTC, 
Nathan Compton Farms, NEA Intermodal Authority Board Members, 
Arkansas Department of Health, Paragould Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, Clark General Contractors, Lawrence County Chamber, 
Randolph County Chamber of Commerce 

24 

 
Summarized Comments – Additional comments 

• Following HWY67 roadway is not worth spending significantly more money than other 
corridors. HWY67 has multiple places that suffer from flooding, which will take aggressive 
construction to overcome. 

• Users say the current HWY67 is the most beneficial due to its proximity to utilize 
businesses and nearby medical and emergent amenities. 

• The highway should pass on the west side of Corning, as the east side is mostly low 
ground and unsuitable for development. 

• Walnut Ridge Mayor comments that the width of Corridor 1 would eliminate several new 
businesses established in Walnut Ridge and would make WBU access difficult. Corridor 3 
presents a greater problem for accessibility to the Airport/Industrial Park & WBU (strongly 
opposed). 

• Corridor 1 is risky in terms of widening and locations of buildings and having to modify the 
existing interchange and existing road intersections. Corridor 3 has a bit of loss in terms of 
farmland and bypasses the wildlife preserve. 

• There is a concern that Corridor 1 will be detrimental to the Pocahontas/Walnut Ridge 
economy and remove many houses and businesses due to the implementation of many 
necessary service roads.  

• Corridor 1 is a poor option as the upgrade of the existing roadbed of HWY67 through the 
floodplain will be a major undertaking and have significant travel impacts for years. Going 
through the Delaplaine route will devastate farmland and waterfowl habitat with no 
economic benefit. The ground between O’kean and Knobel is a terrible gumbo foundation. 

• The Black River levee has been breached twice within to past ten years which is a risk to 
take for Corridor 1 and 2.  

• Corridor 2 & Corridor 3 will be better for the area, save tax dollars, and create shorter travel 
distance. 

• Walnut Ridge Mayor comments that Corridor 2 does seem like the most affordable and 
logical selection, but there is no exit Interchange for Airport/Industrial Park & Williams 
Baptist University. From the University’s perspective, a suitable entrance would still be an 
issue, unless an alternate interchange was placed on Corridor 2 allowing easier access just 
north of the airport. Mayor applied for a re-classification request to the FAA, asking that the 
WR Airport be moved up to a 139 classification to allow for charter collegiate flights and 
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non-scheduled airfreight service. Such actions, if allowed by the FAA, when combined to 
existing job base and the University’s growth would warrant more direct access to traffic 
from the north. An additional option would be connecting to Lawrence County Road 408 
with an interchange. Corridor 2 would have no economic impact on retail/wholesale 
businesses, but as with all corridors’ area farmland would be impacted. 

• Many comments on which connector would be best for the project said it truly depended on 
Missouri’s choice of what they intended to do. Many also hoped the project plans would be 
to invest in the corridor and connection with MO with the lowest build/maintenance cost.  

• Corridor 3 is opposed by the farming communities not interested in development, and it 
appears that that route would have the least economic benefit. 

• If Corridor 3 is built on the east side of the railroad system, this creates major construction 
cost and delayed access for everyone dodging the stopped trains. 

• Following the current HWY67 route will allow Pocahontas and Corning and other towns 
along the way to thrive and become more prosperous. Corridor 3 would totally shut off 
Pocahontas/Randolph County, & be devastating to their economy. 

• Users believe the best route is Knobel /Deleplain/ Okean due to less interstate traffic in a 
more rural area which will be safer for workers. 

• A staff review has been made of the information received on the referenced project. The 
Engineering Section notes this project should be constructed in accordance with the 
ARDOT Special Provision for Wellhead Protection. ADH also notes the proposed project 
lies within several sources of the Source Water Protection Areas for Pocahontas 
Waterworks. If you have any questions or comments, please coordinate them through Kyle 
Johnson at (501) 661-2067. 

• Connector A is preferred since Missouri is planning to build their new 4 lane alignment to 
the west of the existing US 67 alignment.  
 

Attachments: 
• Screenshots of virtual public meeting site 
• Presentation Transcript 
• Small-scale display maps and exhibits 
• Website analytics report 
• Copies of sign-in sheets and submitted comment forms 
• Outreach documents 
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Welcome to the Meeting 
Thank you for participating in this virtual public meeting for the Arkansas Department of 
Transportation’s Job 100512, Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-57) connection in Clay, 
Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. 
 
This online virtual public meeting is being held Thursday, August 13 through Wednesday, September 2, 
2020. The public is invited and encouraged to visit the meeting website, 
future57.transportationplanroom.com any time during the scheduled dates to view meeting exhibits 
and offer comments on the project.  
 
In addition, anyone with limited internet access or has general questions or comments regarding the 
project or virtual meeting may call 501-823-0730 to request a phone conversation. 
 
This brief presentation will provide information on the project’s history, the current schedule to 
complete an Environmental Impacts Statement, the study goals, the study area and corridors, and the 
virtual public meeting website. 
 
Project History Exhibit – The entire HWY 67 corridor from I-40 to the MO state line has been studied at 
various times since 1975. In 1993 the section between Walnut Ridge and Pocahontas was studied, and 
improvements have been completed. Between 1996 and 2018 additional studies have been completed 
identifying this corridor from Walnut Ridge to the MO State line as needing a freeway type facility. In 
2018 legislation required that this segment be improved to freeway standards and that the route be 
renamed I-57. 
 
Milestones Exhibit – We are currently completing an Environmental Impacts Statement, or EIS for short, 
with the goal of identifying a preferred location for the Future I-57 corridor. The studies are planned to 
be completed by December 2021. 
 
Study Goals Exhibit – These are the goals of the study – Improve connectivity, improve travel time, 
increase reliability and resilience, stimulate economic opportunities, fulfill legislative goals, minimize 
impact to natural and social environments. 
 
Study Area and Proposed Corridors Map – This project starts at the Hwy 412 /67 interchange at Walnut 
Ridge and extends north to the MO state line north of Corning. There are 3 corridors to review and 
choose from, Corridor 1 is red and essentially follows the existing Hwy 67 alignment except for 
bypassing around Pocahontas and Corning.  Corridor 2 is blue, which is on a new location, and provides a 
route generally between the existing Highway 67 corridor and the Black River Wildlife Management 
Area.  It bypasses Corning to the west and then stays south but parallel to Highway 67 up to the State 
line.  Corridor 3, is gold and on a new location.  It is the easternmost corridor generally following the 
Highway 34/90 corridor between Walnut Ridge and Knobel.  At Highway 90 outside Knobel it then turns 
north to join up with Corridor 2 and proceeds northeast to the State line. Therefore Corridor 2 and 3 are 
the same from Highway 67 just west of Corning to the State line. (show this on the map with pointer) 
At the MO state line there are 3 connections to choose from, they will work with any of the proposed 
corridors therefor are identified and selected separately from the main corridors. 
 
Website Instructions – You can participate in this virtual public meeting by visiting the website at 
future57.transportationplanroom.com. If you haven’t done so yet, the meeting starts by filling out the 
online sign-in sheet and viewing handouts. Next, the information you’ve seen in this presentation is 
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available on the Exhibits page. Two interactive maps are available for you to look at – one showing the 
different corridors being studied, and the other showing the corridors with environmental information. 
The maps are easy to use on your computer or device, and allows you to zoom in and out, pan around, 
and identify map features. You can also leave your comments on the maps. Last, both online and print 
versions of the comment form are available to submit written comments.  
 
Use the online form or send your comments in by email or mail to publicinvolvement@garverusa.com or 
to Garver, attn: Jon Hetzel, 4701 Northshore Drive, NLR, AR 72118. Formal written comments must be 
received on or before Wednesday, September 2. 
 
 
Thank you for attending this virtual public meeting. 
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Walnut Ridge – Missouri State Line  
(Future I-57) 
Job 100512  
 

Background 
The Arkansas Department of Transportation (Department) has contracted with Garver to perform an Environmental 
Impact Statement to study improvements between the Highway 412/Highway 67 interchange at Walnut Ridge and the 
Missouri state line. The study area is located in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties in northeast Arkansas. 
Construction of the connection would complete the improvements of Future I-57 within Arkansas. No timeline has been 
identified to construct the project; schedules will be determined as funding becomes available. 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of the project is to improve the Highway 67 corridor on existing or new location in order to enhance 
connectivity and continuity of the National Highway System, provide a more resilient roadway, and enhance opportunity 
for development by developing an interstate-type system between Walnut Ridge, Arkansas and the Missouri state line. 
 

Need 
There is a gap in the National Highway System’s four-lane highway network that diminishes connectivity and mobility of 
the system. Additionally, there is a lack of reliable transportation infrastructure to support economic development and a 
need to enhance resiliency to extreme weather events along the route. Furthermore, Congressional legislation 
designated this route as “Interstate Route 57.” 

A draft Purpose and Need Statement is provided in the meeting materials at Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com.  
We appreciate any comments you can provide regarding the content of the draft Purpose and Need Statement. 
 

Corridors 
The following corridors will be considered and evaluated. 
• No Build 
• Corridor 1 (Western-most alignment utilizing much of the existing Highway 67 alignment – 44 miles; estimated 

project construction cost: $536 million) 
• Corridor 2 (Central alignment on new location- 41 miles; estimated project construction cost: $453 million) 
• Corridor 3 (Eastern alignment on new location – 44 miles; estimated project construction cost: $490 million) 

 

Connection with Missouri 
The following connectors with the Missouri state line will be considered and evaluated. 
• Missouri Connector A 
• Missouri Connector B 
• Missouri Connector C 

 

Public Meeting Purpose 
The Department is conducting a virtual public involvement meeting (no in-person meeting) to obtain public input on the 
proposed improved connection between Walnut Ridge and the Missouri state line (future I-57). The virtual meeting will 
be held Thursday, August 13 through Wednesday, September 2, 2020. The public is invited and encouraged to visit 
Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com during the scheduled dates to view meeting exhibits and offer comments.  

We appreciate your involvement in this study and any comments or questions you provide on the materials and 
information presented at this virtual meeting. Written comments must be received on or before Wednesday, September 
2, 2020. Anyone with limited internet access or general questions or comments regarding the project or virtual public 
meeting may call (501) 823-0730 to request a phone conversation. 
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Highway 67 Project Purpose and Need 

What is meant by purpose and need? 
A project’s need is a detailed explanation of the specific transportation problems 
or deficiencies that exist or that are expected to exist in the future. A project’s 
purpose defines the goals and objectives that should be included as part of a 
successful solution to the problem. The purpose and need are the foundation for 
all the project studies and are used to identify the range of alternatives (solutions 
to the transportation problem) that best address the purpose and need of the 
project. 
 
The purpose and need is a living document until the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement is drafted, and therefore, can be changed or modified as needed as 
new information is gathered. The local officials, agencies, public, and other 
stakeholders will have an opportunity to provide comments on the purpose and 
need throughout the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process.  
 
This chapter will describe the social and environmental conditions in the study 
area, why transportation improvements are needed, and the purpose of this project 
 
What are the logical termini and study area limits? 
Logical Termini 
Logical termini identify rational end points for a transportation improvement 
project1. The logical termini for the proposed project are the Hwy. 412/Hwy. 67 
interchange at Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, and the Arkansas-Missouri State line. The 
length of the project is approximately 43 miles.  
 
The southern terminus was selected because Hwy. 67 has been constructed to 
interstate standards from Interstate 40 (I-40) north to the Hwy. 412/Hwy. 67 
interchange in Walnut Ridge. 
 
In consideration of the north terminus, a political boundary such as a state line is 
not necessarily a good choice, but in this case it is appropriate as it serves as a 
viable location for future coordination between the Arkansas Department of 
Transportation (ARDOT) and the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT). 
MoDOT completed a Final Environmental Impact Statement for Hwy. 67 from just 
south of St. Louis, Missouri to just south of Neelyville, Missouri, approximately two 
miles north of the Arkansas-Missouri State line. The southern terminus of the 
MoDOT study was identified because it avoids forcing a specific northern terminus 

 
 
1 FHWA Environmental Review Toolkit – NEPA Implementation 
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/legislation/nepa/guidance_project_termini.aspx 
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Highway 67 Project Purpose and Need 

for ARDOT’s portion of Hwy. 67. The two-mile gap north of the state line allowed 
MoDOT to wait to align their final section of Hwy. 67 with the ARDOT terminus. A 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed by ARDOT and MoDOT in 
1998 for the two states to cooperate on the northern terminus of Hwy. 672 in 
Arkansas. 
 
The logical termini, as described above, provide rational end points for this project, 
provide enough length for a comprehensive review of the project’s needs and 
environmental impacts, and will not preclude staged construction of independent 
sections as funding becomes available. 
 
Study Area  
The study area was developed based on the 2015 ARDOT planning study that 
examined several new location corridors that met the needs identified in the study 
while minimizing impacts to the natural and social environments. The study area 
extends from Walnut Ridge, Arkansas to the Missouri State line within Clay, 
Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph Counties in northeast Arkansas. The study area 
is approximately 40 miles in length and 10 miles wide at it broadest point (see 
Figure 1). 
 
What is the study area like today? 
The study area includes the larger cities of Walnut Ridge, Pocahontas, and 
Corning. Other smaller cities and towns located in the study area include College 
City, Manson, O’Kean, Delaplaine, Peach Orchard, Knobel, Biggers, Reyno, and 
Datto, Arkansas. Population estimates for the study area’s four counties and 
selected municipalities are presented in Table 1. 
 

Table 1:  Population Estimates 

County County 
Population 

City 
(within County) 

City 
Population 

Clay 15,190 Corning 3,205 
Greene 44,197   

Lawrence 16,777 Walnut Ridge 5,146 
Randolph 17,514 Pocahontas 6,459 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2013-2017 American Community Survey, Table B01003 – 
Total Population. 
 

 
 
2 MOU between ARDOT and MoDOT, found in MoDOT FEIS for Hwy. 67 - Appendix A 
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Figure 1:  Study Area 
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Highway 67 Project Purpose and Need 

 
The study area is generally rural with population densities ranging between 25-300 
people per square mile (Figure 2).  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most of the population in the study area is white with no less than 94% whites for 
any of the four study area counties (see Table 2). Hispanics and Latinos make up 
2.2% of the population and Black individuals make up 0.9% of the population for 
each of the study area counties combined. The median age is older than the state 
average of 37.7 years for all counties. with the oldest median age being Clay 
County at 44.0 years. As shown in Table 33, of those over the age of 25, with the 
exception of Greene County (3.1%), the study area has a greater number of people 
with less than a 9th grade education than the state average (3.0%). Additionally, 
the study area has fewer people with a four-year degree than the state average 
(see Table 3). 

 

 
___________________________________ 

Figure 2:  Population Density 
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3 - Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey: 2012-2016. Processed 
by Demographic Research, Arkansas Economic Development Institute, College of 
Business Administration, UALR 
 

 

Table 2:  Demographic Data 

Geography* Total 
Population 

Median 
Age 

White 
alone 

Black or 
African 

American 
alone 

Hispanic or 
Latino (of 
any race) 

CITY      

Corning 3,177 46.9 3,107 
(97.8%) 0 (0.0%) 70 (2.2%) 

Paragould 27,521 36.1 26,170 
(95.1%) 359 (1.3%) 858 (3.1%) 

Pocahontas 6,470 38.9 6,224 
(96.2%) 143 (2.2%) 113 (1.7%) 

Walnut Ridge 4,723 38.5 4,572 
(96.8%) 57 (1.2%) 18 (0.4%) 

COUNTY      

Greene 43,745 38.2 41,969 
(95.9%) 411 (0.9%) 1,144 (2.6%) 

Randolph 17,584 42.9 16,981 
(96.6%) 184 (1.0%) 312 (1.8%) 

Lawrence 16,915 41.8 16,436 
(97.2%) 122 (0.7%) 209 (1.2%) 

Clay 15,202 44.0 14,632 
(96.3%) 76 (0.5%) 275 (1.8%) 

            
Counties 

Listed Above 93,446 41.7 90,018 
(96.3%) 793 (0.8%) 1,940 (2.1%) 

State of 
Arkansas 2,968,472 37.7 2,307,136 

(77.7%) 
460,638 
(15.5%) 

207,049 
(7.0%) 

* U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey: 2012-2016. Processed by Demographic 
Research, Arkansas Economic Development Institute, College of Business Administration, UALR  
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Table 3:  Education Data 

* U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey: 2012-2016. Processed by Demographic 
Research, Arkansas Economic Development Institute, College of Business Administration, UALR 
 
Economic Information 
Manufacturing, retail, educational services, healthcare, and social assistance 
generally employ the greatest number of residents within the study area. 
Agriculture and transportation are also prominent industries in terms of the 
employment numbers. Figure 33 shows the major breakout of employment for the 
four counties. 
 
Median household incomes in the study area range from a low of $32,404 in Clay 
County to a high of $49,195 in Greene County, general household income ranges 
are presented in Figure 43.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography* 
Population 

25 years 
and over 

Educational Attainment (25 years and over) 
Number of people (% of population over 25) 

4-year 
Degree 

High School 
Equivalent 

Less than 
9th Grade 

CITY     
Corning 2,288 99 (4.3%) 1,109 (48.5%) 251 (11.0%) 
Pocahontas 4,366 450 (10.3%) 1,588 (36.4%) 320 (7.3%) 
Walnut Ridge 3,114 327 (10.5%) 1,242 (39.9%) 307 (9.9%) 

COUNTY     
Greene 29,009 3,262 (11.2%) 12,468 (43.0%) 1,354 (4.7%) 
Randolph 12,276 1,059 (8.6%) 4,707 (38.3%) 807 (6.6%) 
Lawrence 11,438 969 (8.5%) 4,707 (41.2%) 926 (8.1%) 
Clay 10,812 775 (7.2%) 4,586 (42.4%) 1,053 (9.7%) 
          
Counties 
Listed Above 63,535 6,065 (9.5%) 26,468 (41.7%) 4,140 (6.5%) 

Arkansas 1,973,591 273,557 
(13.9%) 

683,886 
(34.7%) 

106,297 
(5.4%) 
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Figure 3: Employment for All Study Area Counties Combined 

 
Figure 4:  Median Household Income 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
4 - Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey: 2012-2016. Processed 
by Demographic Research, Arkansas Economic Development Institute, College of 
Business Administration, UALR 
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Clay County and the City of Corning have the lowest median household incomes 
and have the highest number of households living below the poverty level (Figure 
5)3.  Most of the study area has higher poverty levels than the rest of the state. 
 
The unemployment rate is lower than the rest of the state in Randolph and Clay 
counties, while Greene and Lawrence counties have a slightly higher rate than the 
state average (Figure 6)3. 
 
 
 
 

  

Figure 5:  Household Population Below Poverty Level 

Appendix N:  Page 34 of 590



 
 

 
 

9 

Highway 67 Project Purpose and Need 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Land Use and Environmental Features 
 
Cultivated crops are the dominant land use in the study area as shown in Figure 
7. The Dave Donaldson Black River Wildlife Management Area (WMA), the Black 
and Current Rivers, and substantial floodplains and wetlands are the major 
environmental features in the study area. As shown in Figure 1, the Dave 
Donaldson Black River WMA lies directly in the middle of the study area.  The 
WMA is approximately 25,000 acres in size and supports important bottomland 
hardwoods and substantial recreational opportunities.  
 
 
 

Figure 6:  Unemployment 
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Figure 7:  Land Use 
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Northeast Arkansas Road Network 
Within the study area, there are four primary highways that provide for regional 
transportation and connect the study area to the rest of the state and beyond: 
Hwys. 62, 63, 412, and 67 (Figure 8). Hwy. 412 is the only continuous principal 
arterial parallel to, and north of, I-40 in Arkansas. Hwy. 412 extends from New 
Mexico to Tennesse and connects I-49 to Hwy. 67 in northeast Arkansas. As a 
Congressionally-designated High Priority Corridor, Hwy. 412 is part of a strategic 
network of highways that support national economy, defense, and mobility. 
 
There is a network of other minor two-lane roadways in the study area, specifically 
Hwys. 90, 34, 304, and 135, that provide an alternative route from Walnut Ridge 
to Corning passing through small communities such as O’Kean, Delaplaine, and 
Peach Orchard. This alternate route to Highway 67 generally follows the Union 
Pacific Railroad and is on the eastern edge of the study area.  
 
Regional Roadway Network  
Currently, I-57 runs from Chicago, Illinois to Sikeston, Missouri, where it meets I-55 
(Figure 9). The future I-57 corridor will eventually be extended west from Sikeston, 
Missouri along Hwy. 60 to Poplar Bluff, Missouri and then south along the Hwy. 67 
corridor to North Little Rock, Arkansas, ending at I-40.  

Missouri has already upgraded 62 miles of the Hwy. 60/67 corridor between 
Sikeston and Harviell to a four-lane highway with partial access control, with plans 
to convert it to a fully-controlled access interstate. An approved alignment for 
improvements to interstate standards from Harviell to just south of Neelyville 
ending about 2 miles north of the Arkansas State line (approximately 11 miles) is 
currently being reevaluated, and funding has already been secured for design and 
construction of XX miles of this route .  

Traffic Operations 
The 2015 Draft Highway 67 Improvement Study found that congestion levels were 
acceptable then and would still be acceptable without improvements in 2035. For 
this study, the 2015 and 2035 volumes developed in the previous planning study 
were updated to show 2018 and 2040 volumes. Annual growth rates used to 
calculate the 2040 volumes were based on the previous study growth rates.  Since 
the 2040 traffic volumes did not show a significant increase over the 2035 volumes, 
additional traffic analysis was not performed. The previous study indicated that 
most of Highway 67 in our study area operates at acceptable levels today, and 
similar operations are expected in 2040. The exceptions were in Pocahontas and 
Corning for both 2018 and projected 2040 conditions where conditions were not 
always acceptable. Accordingly, traffic congestion and crash rates are the worst in  
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Pocahontas and Corning both now and in 2040 due to the higher traffic volumes, 
stop light intersections, and residential and business density. 
 

 

Figure 8:  Northeast Arkansas Roadway Network 
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Figure 9:  Regional Roadway Network 
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What studies have been completed in the past for this corridor? 
 A list of the important actions and reports related to the Hwy. 67 corridor in 
Arkansas are presented below in Table 4. 
 

Table 4: Summary of Project History for the Hwy. 67 Corridor 
Action/Report Date Details 

NE Ark Arterial 
Highway Study 

1975 • Recommended that a freeway facility be studied  

Minute Order 78-
186 

1978 • AHC authorized the updating of the 1975 study. 

U.S. 67 from 
Newport to Walnut 
Ridge 

1988 • Update to the 1978 study 
• Study led to recommendations for an improved transportation 

system, not just improvements to selected routes. 
Walnut Ridge – 
Pocahontas (Hwy 
67) EA 

Aug. 
1993 

• Proposed action to widen Hwy. 67 from Walnut Ridge to 
Pocahontas from two-lanes to a four-lane highway, 
transitioning into a five-lane section inside the city limits of 
Pocahontas.  

U.S. 67 Corridor 
Study – Walnut 
Ridge to the 
Missouri State Line 

Feb. 
1996 

• Purpose of study to recommend a preferred alignment for a 
freeway-type facility from Walnut Ridge to the Missouri State 
line. 

• Recommended a new-location, four-lane freeway 
approximately 39 miles in length. 

Minute Order 2012-
025 

March 
2012 

• AHC authorized a study to re-evaluate the long-term 
improvement needs for the Hwy. 67 Corridor from Walnut 
Ridge to the Missouri State line. 

Highway 67 
Improvement Study 

Aug. 
2015 

• Evaluated the long-term improvement needs for the Hwy. 67 
corridor from Walnut Ridge to the Missouri State line. 

• Alternatives retained for further study included improving 
existing Hwy. 67 with bypasses, a central new location route, 
and a northern new location route. No action retained as 
required by NEPA. 

H.R. 1625-
Consolidated 
Appropriations Act 
of 2018 SEC. 128 

Jan. 
2018 

• Section 1105(c)(89) of Public Law 102–240, as amended, is 
amended to read as follows:  “(89) I–57 Corridor Extension as 
follows: In Arkansas, the corridor shall follow United States 
Route 67 in North Little Rock, Arkansas, from I–40 to United 
States Route 412, then continuing generally northeast to the 
State line, and in Missouri, the corridor shall continue 
generally north from the Arkansas State line to Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri, and then follow United States Route 60 to I–57.” 

Appendix N:  Page 40 of 590



 
 

 
 

15 

Highway 67 Project Purpose and Need 

Why is the project needed? 
The project is needed because there is a gap in the system linkage which 
diminishes connectivity and mobility of the National Highway System. Additionally, 
there is a lack of reliable transportation infrastructure to support economic 
development and a need to enhance resiliency to extreme weather events along 
the route. Furthermore, legislation designated this route as future Interstate Route 
57. The project needs and supporting information are discussed further in the 
following sections. 
 
System Linkage & Continuity 
Hwy. 67 in the study area does not match the transportation system in the rest of 
this regional corridor (Figure 2). South of the study area, Hwy. 67 is a fully 
controlled interstate type facility from I-40 in North Little Rock to Walnut Ridge. 
North of the study area, Hwy. 67 is either built or planned to be built to a four-lane 
interstate type facility from the Missouri State line to Sikeston, Missouri. From 
Sikeston, existing I-57 heads north through Missouri and Illinois until it ends in 
Chicago, Illinois.  
 
Improving this section of Hwy. 67 to interstate standards would also provide an 
important interstate connection between I-55 at Sikeston, MO and I-40 and I-30 in  
North Little Rock, AR. An improved Hwy. 67 that allows for higher speeds and 
greater traffic volumes, as well as a more direct route through northeast Arkansas, 
would enable commercial trucks carrying freight to use this route as an alternative 
to I-40 and I-55. This improved linkage would allow for more efficient movement of 
people and goods between the Great Lakes and the Gulf Coast in Louisiana and 
Texas, as well as within and between localized segments along the proposed 
corridor. 
 
Economic Development 
As presented above, the study area populations have a lower standard of living 
than the rest of the state. The median age of people in these counties is older than 
the state average and trending higher. Census data also shows that since 1990 
populations in Clay and Lawrence Counties have decreased by 24% and 6%, 
respectively. Randolph and Greene Counties have increased populations by 6% 
and 30%, respectively. For comparison, the state population has increased 22% 
between 1990 and 2019.   
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The projected population 
growth between 2020 and 
2040 is approximately 6% for 
the four study area counties 
as compared to 19% for rest 
of the state5. Employment 
growth is projected to 
average 11% for the four 
study area counties as 
compared to the state’s 26% 
growth5. These demographic 
characteristics can be 
directly correlated with 
reduced economic 
opportunities and fewer jobs creating an environment where younger people move 
away to find more work opportunities and higher standard of living. 
 
According to U.S. Department of Transportation studies6, a region's industrial and 
employment base is closely tied to the quality of the transportation system. High-
quality, dependable transportation systems allow businesses to receive inputs to 
production facilities and to transport finished goods to market in an efficient 
manner. An efficient transportation system allows companies to lower 
transportation costs, which lowers production costs and enhances productivity and 
profits. 
 
Climate Resiliency 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Order 5520 establishes FHWA 
policy on preparedness and resilience to climate change and extreme weather 
events. It encourages state departments of transportation to implement and 
evaluate risk-based and cost-effective strategies to minimize extreme weather 
risks and protect critical infrastructure using the best available science, technology, 
and information. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
 
5-https://arstatedatacenter.youraedi.com/past-census-data/and 
https://arstatedatacenter.youraedi.com/demores/demoscripts/subcountyestimates2019.php 
6- https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/publicroads/96spring/p96sp16.cfm 
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Over the past 12 years, the 
Hwy. 67 corridor has 
experienced several major 
flood events causing  
highway disruption. The first 
major flood event occurred 
along the Black River in 
2008, submerging portions 
of Hwy. 67 in Pocahontas7. 
In 2011, Hwy. 67 from 
Pocahontas to Walnut Ridge 
was shut down for more than 
a week due to flooding. From 
south of Pocahontas to 
Corning, Hwy. 67 was closed 
for several days due to high water in May 2017. Additional minor flood events 
impacting the Hwy. 67 corridor have occurred as well, especially between 
Pocahontas and Corning. 
 
In recent years, a higher percentage of precipitation in the U.S. has come in the 
form of intense single-day events8. The prevalence of extreme single-day 
precipitation events remained fairly steady between 1910 and the 1980s, but has 
risen substantially since then. Nationwide, nine of the top 10 years for extreme 
one-day precipitation events have occurred since 1990. The occurrence of 
abnormally high annual precipitation totals (as defined by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration) has also increased. Increases and decreases in 
frequency and magnitude of river flood events generally coincide with increases 
and decreases in the frequency of heavy rainfall events9. This trend is expected to 
continue. 
 
A resilient Hwy. 67 is needed to withstand such extreme weather events. By 
remaining open to travel, it would serve to keep valuable commerce moving 
through the region, give locals the ability to access jobs and commerce, facilitate 
emergency vehicle access, and serve as an evacuation route for lower lying areas. 
An improved Hwy. 67 would provide an alternate route to Interstates 40 and 55 
during construction work or emergency closures on those facilities, improving not 
only local and regional but national mobility. 
_______________________ 
 
7-https://www.noaa.gov/weather 
8-https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/weather-climate 
9- http://nca2014.globalchange.gov 

Hwy. 67 south of Pocahontas in Randolph County in 2017. 
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Congressional Designation  
Recent Federal legislation emphasized the importance of this extension of the I-
57 corridor  The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018 states:  “I-57 Corridor 
Extension as follows:  In Arkansas, the corridor shall follow United States Route 
67 in North Little Rock, Arkansas, from I-40 to United States Route 412, then 
continuing generally northeast to the State line, and in Missouri, the corridor shall 
continue generally north from the Arkansas State line to Poplar Bluff, Missouri, and 
then follow United States Route 60 to I-57”.   
 
What is the purpose of the project? 
The purpose of the project is to enhance connectivity and continuity of the National 
Highway System, provide a more resilient roadway, and provide for increased 
opportunity for economic development in northeast Arkansas. 
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Walnut Ridge - Missouri State Line (Future I-57)

Project History

Walnut Ridge – Pocahontas (Hwy. 67) EA 
Proposed action to widen Highway 67 from Walnut Ridge 
to Pocahontas from two lanes to a four-lane highway, 
transitioning into a five-lane section inside the city limits of 
Pocahontas. 

U.S. 67 Corridor Study: Walnut Ridge - Missouri State Line 
Recommended a new-location, four-lane freeway from 
Walnut Ridge to the Missouri state line.

Minute Order 2012-025 
AHC authorized a study to re-evaluate the long-term 
improvement needs for the Highway 67 corridor from 
Walnut Ridge to the Missouri state line.

Highway 67 Improvement Study 
Alternatives retained for further study included improving 
existing Highway 67 with bypasses, a central new location 
route, and a northern new location route. 

H.R. 1625-Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018 SEC. 128 
Section 1105(c)(89) of Public Law 102–240, as amended.  This 
legislation directed the AHC to improve the Highway 67 
corridor with a freeway-type facility from I-40 to the AR/MO 
State line to be renamed I-57.

1993

2018

2015

2012

1996
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Walnut Ridge - Missouri State Line (Future I-57)

Study Goals

The purpose of the project is to enhance connectivity 
and continuity of the National Highway System,  
provide a more resilient roadway, and provide for 
increased opportunity for economic development in 
northeast Arkansas.

Improve Connectivity

Improve Travel Time

Increase Reliability and Resilience 

Stimulate Economic Opportunities

Fulfill Legislative Goals

Minimize Impacts to Natural and  
Social Environments

Goals
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(Continue on Back) 

 
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ARDOT) 

CITIZEN COMMENT FORM 
 

ARDOT JOB NUMBER 100512 
WALNUT RIDGE – MISSOURI STATE LINE (FUTURE I-57) 
CLAY, GREENE, LAWRENCE, AND RANDOLPH COUNTIES 

 
VIRTUAL MEETING WEBSITE: 

FUTURE57.TRANSPORTATIONPLANROOM.COM 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 – WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2020 

 
Please provide your comments on this form and submit by Wednesday, September 2, 
2020, to: Jon Hetzel, Garver, 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118. 
Alternatively, send the form via e-mail to: PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com or submit 
comments online at Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com.  
 
Yes No 

   Do you believe there is a need for an improved connection between 
Walnut Ridge and the Missouri state line (future I-57)? Why or why not?   

     
     
     
 
Do you regularly travel within northeast Arkansas? If so, please check the city closest to 
your home and to your destination and the purpose of your travel.  
 

Closest City Home Destination 
Purpose 

Work School Other 

Corning and north      
Datto/Reyno/Biggers      
Pocahontas      
Shannon/Manson/Lesterville      
Walnut Ridge/Hoxie/College City      
Knobel/Peach Orchard/ 
Delaplaine/O’Kean      

Black Rock/Imboden/Portia/ 
Ravenden      

Paragould      
Jonesboro      
Other:      
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Do you believe that the proposed project would have any impacts on your community 
(economic, environmental, social, etc.)? (  Beneficial  Adverse  Both  Neither) 
Please explain.   
  
  
  
 
Which corridor do you prefer? Which connection with Missouri do you prefer? 
   No Build   Missouri Connector A 

  Corridor 1   Missouri Connector B  
  Corridor 2   Missouri Connector C 
  Corridor 3 

  
  
  
 
Yes No 

   Are you aware of any environmental constraints or historic sites within the 
study area?   
 
   

 
 Yes No 

   Are you aware of any land development plans within the study area? 
 
   

 

Please make any additional comments here.  
  
  
  
 
(Optional) If you would like to be notified of future public meetings related to this project, 
please list your contact information below:  
 
Name:              

Address:   Phone: ( )   -    

        

        

Email:              

Thank you for taking the time to participate in this study.  For additional information, please 
visit Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com.  
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List of attendees for the Walnut Ridge – Missouri State Line (Future I-57) public officials meeting August 
12, 2020 at 3:00p via Microsoft Teams. 

• ARDOT – John Fleming, Environmental Division Head 
• ARDOT – Ruby Jordan-Johnson, Environmental Section Head – Public Involvement 
• ARDOT – Don Nichols, Environmental Section Head – Assessments 
• ARDOT – Brad Smithee, District 10 Engineer 
• ARDOT – Susan Staffeld, Environmental Scientist 
• ARDOT – Alan Walter, District 10 Construction Engineer 
• Arkansas Senate – Senator James Sturch, District 19 
• Arkansas Senate – Senator Blake Johnson, District 20 
• Arkansas State Highway Commission – Alec Farmer 
• City of Piggot – Mayor Travis Williams 
• City of Pocahontas – Mayor Keith Sutton 
• City of Reyno – Mayor Vicki Edington 
• City of Walnut Ridge – Mayor Charles Snapp 
• FHWA – Randal Looney, Environmental Coordinator 
• Garver – David Bednar 
• Garver – John Cantabery 
• Garver – Glynn Fulmer 
• Garver – Jon Hetzel 
• Garver – Bill McAbee 
• Lawrence County – Judge John Thomison 
• Town of O’Kean – Tracy Flanery, Recorder/Treasurer 
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 

July 27, 2020 
 

The Honorable Mike Patterson 
Clay County Judge  
PO Box 385 
Piggott, AR  72454 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Notice of Virtual Public Officials Meeting – August 12, 2020 

Highway 67 (Future I-57) Study (Walnut Ridge – Missouri State Line)  
  (ARDOT Job 100512) 
  Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph Counties 
 
Dear Judge Patterson: 

The Arkansas Department of Transportation and Garver are studying the proposed Highway 67 
(Future I-57) connection between Walnut Ridge and the Missouri state line in northeast Arkansas.    

 
The Department and Garver will conduct a virtual Public Officials Meeting to present 

information on the project and provide an overview of materials for the upcoming virtual public 
involvement meeting. This Public Officials Meeting will be held via video conference on Wednesday, 
August 12, at 3:00 p.m. You are invited and encouraged to attend this informational meeting. You will 
receive a meeting invitation through email to the Public Officials Meeting, which will include video 
conference log-in instructions. 

 
In addition, The Department and Garver will conduct a Virtual Public Involvement Meeting to 

obtain public input on the proposed connection. The meeting will be hosted at 
Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com beginning Thursday, August 13 and ending Wednesday, 
September 2, 2020. Local officials, the general public, and other stakeholders may visit the website 
anytime during the scheduled dates to view meeting exhibits, ask questions, and offer comments about 
the project.   

 
Sincerely, 
GARVER 

   

Jon Hetzel 
Communications Manager 
501-376-3633 
PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com
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The Honorable Mike Patterson 
Clay County Judge 
PO Box 385 
Piggott, AR  72454 

 
The Honorable Rusty McMillon 
Greene County Judge 
320 West Court Street Office 107 
Paragould, AR  72450 

 
The Honorable John Thomison 
Lawrence County Judge 
315 W. Main St. Room 1 
Walnut Ridge, AR  72476 

The Honorable David Jansen 
Randolph County Judge 
107 W. Broadway Street 
Pocahontas, AR  72455 

 
The Honorable Greg Ahrent 
Mayor of Corning 
308 SW 2nd Street 
Corning, AR  72422 

 
The Honorable Stanley Ashby 
Mayor of Knobel 
PO Box 215 
Knobel, AR  72435 

The Honorable Mike Gaskill 
Mayor of Paragould 
301 West Court Street 
Paragould, AR  72450 

 
The Honorable Dianne Neill 
Mayor of Peach Orchard 
PO Box 100 
Peach Orchard, AR  72453 

 
The Honorable Travis Williams 
Mayor of Piggott 
194 West Court 
Piggott, AR  72454 

The Honorable Keith Sutton 
Mayor of Pocahontas 
410 N. Marr Street 
Pocahontas, AR  72455 

 
The Honorable Vicki Edington 
Mayor of Reyno 
PO Box 228 
Reyno, AR  72462 

 
The Honorable Charles Snapp 
Mayor of Walnut Ridge 
300 W. Main 
Walnut Ridge, AR  72476 

The Honorable Jim Foster 
Mayor of Biggers 
PO Box 192 
Biggers, AR  72413 

 
The Honorable Jeremy Eddington 
Mayor of Datto 
PO Box 46 
Datto, AR  72424 

 
The Honorable Eli Murray 
Mayor of Delaplaine 
PO Box 1 
Delaplaine, AR  72425 

The Honorable Donna Robertson 
Mayor of O'Kean 
PO Box 121 
O'Kean, AR  72449 

 
The Honorable Joe Jett 
Arkansas State Representative 
572 County Road 101 
Success, AR  72470 

 
The Honorable Jimmy Gazaway 
Arkansas State Representative 
800 West Court Street 
Paragould, AR  72450 

The Honorable Frances Cavenaugh 
Arkansas State Representative 
701 Park Lane 
Walnut Ridge, AR  72476 

 
The Honorable Marsh Davis 
Arkansas State Representative 
201 East Marshall Drive 
Cherokee Village, AR  72529 

 
The Honorable James Sturch 
Arkansas State Senator 
PO Box 2391 
Batesville, AR  72503 

The Honorable Blake Johnson 
Arkansas State Senator 
PO Box 8 
Corning, AR  72422 
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 

August 11, 2020 
 

Dan Shaw 
Mayor of Bono 
PO Box 127 
Bono, AR 72416 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Notice of Virtual Public Meeting: August 13 – September 2, 2020 

Walnut Ridge – Missouri State Line (Future I-57)  
(ARDOT Job 100512) 

  Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph Counties 
 
Greetings: 
The Arkansas Department of Transportation and Garver are studying the proposed Walnut Ridge – 
Missouri State Line (Future I-57) connection in northeast Arkansas.    

 
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to conduct a public involvement meeting in the 
traditional sense. We are offering an online opportunity for the public to review project information for the 
above stated proposed project. The meeting will be hosted at Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com 
beginning Thursday, August 13 and ending Wednesday, September 2, 2020. Local officials, the 
general public, and other stakeholders may visit the website anytime during the scheduled dates to view 
meeting exhibits and offer comments about the project.  

 
You are invited and encouraged to attend this virtual meeting and offer your views concerning the project.  

 
Sincerely, 
GARVER 

   

Jon Hetzel 
Communications Manager 
501-376-3633 
PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com
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Melvin Tobin 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ark. Ecological Services Field Office 
110 South Amity Road, Sutie 300 
Conway, AR  72032 

 Edgar Mersiovsky 
U.S.D.A. Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Arkansas 
700 W. Capitol Ave. Room 3416 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

 
Pat Fitts 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
2 Natural Resources Drive 
Little Rock, AR  72205 

Nathaniel Smith 
Arkansas Department of Health 
4815 West Markham 
Little Rock, AR  72205 

 
Bekki White 
Arkansas Geological Survey 
3815 West Roosevelt Road 
Little Rock, AR  72204 

 Mike Preston 
Arkansas Economic Development 
Commission 
900 West Capitol Avenue, Suite 400 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

W. Scott Gain 
U.S. Geological Survey, Ark. Office 
401 Hardin Road 
Little Rock, AR  72211 

 
Scott Kaufman 
Ark. Historic Preservation Program 
1100 North Street 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

 
Bill Holimon 
Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 
1100 North Street 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

Tim Scott 
Randolph Co. Chamber of Commerce 
107 East Everett Street 
Pocahontas, AR  72455 

 
Sue McGowan 
Paragould Reg. Chamber of Commerce 
300 W. Court Street 
Paragould, AR  72451 

 
Carla Price 
Corning Area Chamber of Commerce 
1621 West Main (US Highway 62) 
Corning, AR  72422 

Lesa Walter 
Lawrence Co. Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 842 
Walnut Ridge, AR  72476 

 
Randy Zook 
Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce 
1200 West Capitol Avenue 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

 
Anne Idsal 
U.S. EPA, Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, TX  75202 

Tony Robinson 
FEMA, Region 6 
FRC 800 North Loop 288 
Denton, TX  76209 

 
Federal Railroad Administration, 
Region 5 
4100 International Plaza, Suite 450 
Fort Worth, TX  76109 

 
Robert Dixon 
USACE, Little Rock District 
PO Box 867 
Little Rock, AR 72203 

Bert Frost 
US Department of Interior  
National Parks Service, Midwest 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102 

 
Becky Koegh 
ADEQ 
5301 Nortshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 

 
Jim Dailey 
Ark. Department of Parks and Tourism 
1 Capitol Mall, Room 4A-900 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

Bruce Holland 
Ark. Natural Resources Commission 
101 East Capitol, Suite 350 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

 
Stacy Hurst 
Department of Arkansas Heritage 
1100 North Street 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

 
Tim Pickett 
Missouri Department of Transportation 
105 West Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 

Jose R. Romero 
Arkansas Department of Health 
4815 West Markham 
Little Rock, AR  72205 

 
Brigitte McDonald 
Corning Area Chamber of Commerce 
1621 West Main (US Highway 62) 
Corning, AR  72422 

 
Marvin Day 
Craighead County Judge 
511 Union St., #119 
Jonesboro, AR 72401 

Harold Perrin 
Mayor of Jonesboro 
300 S. Church Street 
Jonesboro, AR 72401 

 
Dan Shaw 
Mayor of Bono 
PO Box 127 
Bono, AR 72416 
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VIRTUAL PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT MEETING NOTICE 
 

WHAT:  Online Public Involvement Meeting to obtain public input on  
the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri state line (Future I-57) 
connection in northeast Arkansas 

        
WHEN:    August 13 – September 2, 2020 

 
WHERE:    Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com  

 
ALTERNATIVE:  Anyone with limited internet access or has general questions or 

comments regarding the project or virtual public meeting may 
call (501) 823-0730 to request a phone conversation. 

 
 

The Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) will conduct a virtual public involvement meeting to obtain public input on 
the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri state line (Future I-57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties.   

The public is invited and encouraged to visit Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com anytime during the scheduled dates to view 
meeting exhibits and offer comments about the project. 

Anyone needing special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is encouraged to write to Jon Hetzel, 
4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, call (501) 823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com. Hearing 
or speech impaired, please contact the Arkansas Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made at least four days prior 
to the public meeting end date. 

 
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department of Transportation (Department) complies with all civil rights 
provisions of federal statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in programs and activities receiving federal financial 
assistance. Therefore, the Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, national origin, religion (not applicable 
as a protected group under the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), disability, Limited English Proficiency 
(LEP), or low-income status in the admission, access to and treatment in the Department's programs and activities, as well as the 
Department's hiring or employment practices. Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the Department's 
nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. McFadden Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. 0. 
Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 711), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov  
 
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient individuals is available upon request.  
 
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.    

  
ARDOT Job No. 100512 
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
 

 

 

 
 

 

August 7, 2020 
 
Tweedie Mays 
Retail – Display Advertising 
Arkansas Democrat Gazette 
 
Email: tmays@arkansasonline.com 
 
 

Re: ARDOT Job No. 100512 
 
Greetings, 
 
On behalf of the Arkansas Department of Transportation, please publish the enclosed “Notice of Virtual 
Public Meeting” on the following dates in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette, Zone 2:  

 
Sunday, August 16, 2020 
Sunday, August 30, 2020 

 
 
Send one copy of the proof of publication with invoice (Reference Number) for payment to:  
 

Garver 
Attn: Gail Cook 
Ref# 17017535 / 060.T14 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Phone: 501-376-3633 
Email: BGCook@GarverUSA.com 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Jon Hetzel 
Garver – Communications Manager
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
 

 

 

 
 

 

August 7, 2020 
 
Retail – Display Advertising 
Clay County Courier 
 
Email: jvrads@gmail.com; receptionist@jvrockwellpublishing.com 
 
 
 
 

Re: ARDOT Job No. 100512 
 
Greetings, 
 
On behalf of the Arkansas Department of Transportation, please publish the enclosed “Notice of Virtual 
Public Meeting” on the following dates in the Clay County Courier:  

 
Thursday, August 13, 2020 
Thursday, August 27, 2020 

 
 
Send one copy of the proof of publication with invoice (Reference Number) for payment to:  
 

Garver 
Attn: Gail Cook 
Ref# 17017535 / 060.T14 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Phone: 501-376-3633 
Email: BGCook@GarverUSA.com 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Jon Hetzel 
Garver – Communications Manager
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
 

 

 

 
 

 

August 7, 2020 
 
Amanda McFall 
Retail – Display Advertising 
Paragould Daily Press 
 
Email: amcfall@jonesborosun.com 
 
 

Re: ARDOT Job No. 100512 
 
Greetings, 
 
On behalf of the Arkansas Department of Transportation, please publish the enclosed “Notice of Virtual 
Public Meeting” on the following dates in the Paragould Daily Press:  

 
Saturday, August 15, 2020 
Saturday, August 29, 2020 

 
 
Send one copy of the proof of publication with invoice (Reference Number) for payment to:  
 

Garver 
Attn: Gail Cook 
Ref# 17017535 / 060.T14 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Phone: 501-376-3633 
Email: BGCook@GarverUSA.com 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Jon Hetzel 
Garver – Communications Manager
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
 

 

 

 
 

 

August 7, 2020 
 
Retail – Display Advertising 
Pocahontas Star Herald 
 
Email: mary@starheraldnews.com 
 
 

Re: ARDOT Job No. 100512 
 
Greetings, 
 
On behalf of the Arkansas Department of Transportation, please publish the enclosed “Notice of Virtual 
Public Meeting” on the following dates in the Pocahontas Star Herald:  

 
Thursday, August 13, 2020 
Thursday, August 27, 2020 

 
 
Send one copy of the proof of publication with invoice (Reference Number) for payment to:  
 

Garver 
Attn: Gail Cook 
Ref# 17017535 / 060.T14 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Phone: 501-376-3633 
Email: BGCook@GarverUSA.com 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Jon Hetzel 
Garver – Communications Manager
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
 

 

 

 
 

 

August 7, 2020 
 
Amanda Reynolds 
Retail – Display Advertising 
The Times Dispatch 
 
Email: areynolds@thetd.com 
 
 

Re: ARDOT Job No. 100512 
 
Greetings, 
 
On behalf of the Arkansas Department of Transportation, please publish the enclosed “Notice of Virtual 
Public Meeting” on the following dates in The Times Dispatch:  

 
Wednesday, August 12, 2020 
Wednesday, August 26, 2020 

 
 
Send one copy of the proof of publication with invoice (Reference Number) for payment to:  
 

Garver 
Attn: Gail Cook 
Ref# 17017535 / 060.T14 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Phone: 501-376-3633 
Email: BGCook@GarverUSA.com 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Jon Hetzel 
Garver – Communications Manager
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NOTICE OF VIRTUAL  
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT MEETING 

    
 
 
 
           

WHAT: Online Public Involvement Meeting to 
obtain public input on the proposed 
Walnut Ridge to Missouri state line 
(Future I-57) connection in northeast 
Arkansas 

              
WHEN: August 13 – September 2, 2020 
 
WHERE:    Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com 
 
****************************************************** 
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) 
 
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to conduct a public involvement 
meeting in the traditional sense. We are offering an online opportunity for the public 
to review project information for the above stated proposed project. The public is 
invited and encouraged to visit Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com during the 
scheduled dates to view meeting exhibits and offer comments about the project. 
 
Anyone with limited internet access or has general questions or comments regarding 
the project or virtual public meeting may call (501) 823-0730 to request a phone 
conversation. Anyone needing special accommodations under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) is encouraged to write to Jon Hetzel, 4701 Northshore Drive, 
North Little Rock, AR 72118, call (501) 823-0730, or email 
PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com. Hearing or speech impaired, please contact 
the Arkansas Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made at least 
four days prior to the public meeting end date. 
 
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department of 
Transportation (Department) complies with all civil rights provisions of federal 
statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in programs and activities 
receiving federal financial assistance. Therefore, the Department does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, national origin, religion (not 
applicable as a protected group under the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration Title VI Program), disability, Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or 
low-income status in the admission, access to and treatment in the Department's 
programs and activities, as well as the Department's hiring or employment practices. 
Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the Department's 
nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. McFadden Section Head - 
EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. 0. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, 
(501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 711), or the following email address: 
joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov.  
 
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient individuals is available upon 
request.  
 
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator in large print, on 
audiotape and in Braille. 
 
ARDOT Job No. 100512 
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Job # 100512 
 

Contact:  NR 20-228 
Krista Sides August 14, 2020 

 
Department Seeking Public Input through Virtual Meeting for Walnut Ridge to 

Missouri State Line (Future I-57) Connection in Northeast Arkansas 

 
CLAY, GREENE, LAWRENCE, & RANDOLPH COUNTIES (8-14) – The Arkansas Department of 
Transportation (ARDOT) is holding a virtual public involvement meeting to obtain public input on 
the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri state line (Future I-57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, 
and Randolph counties. 
 
The public is invited and encouraged to visit the online meeting website anytime during the 
scheduled dates to view meeting exhibits and offer comments about the project.  
 

August 14 – September 2, 2020 
Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com  

 
Anyone with limited internet access or has general questions or comments regarding the project or 
virtual public meeting may call (501) 823-0730 to request a phone conversation or email 
PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com. 
 
 

 
 

Anyone needing special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is encouraged to write to Jon Hetzel, 4701 
Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, call (501) 823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com. Hearing or speech 
impaired, please contact the Arkansas Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made at least four days prior to the public 
meeting end date.  
 
The Arkansas Department of Transportation (Department) complies with all civil rights provisions of federal statutes and related 
authorities that prohibit discrimination in programs and activities receiving federal financial assistance. Therefore, the Department does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, national origin, religion (not applicable as a protected group under the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), disability, Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in the admission, 
access to and treatment in the Department’s programs and activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or employment practices. 
Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the Department’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. 
McFadden Section Head – EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. O. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 
711), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov 
 
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient individuals is available upon request.  
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille. 
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By GRETCHEN HUNT
Editor

August 13, 2020

ARDOT sets online meeting regarding I-57
jonesborosun.com/times_dispatch/news/ardot-sets-online-meeting-regarding-i-57/article_eab3688d-1de2-57fb-

9950-26e148661afd.html

The Arkansas Department of Transportation has announced plans for an online public
involvement meeting to obtain input on the proposed Future I-57 connection from Walnut
Ridge to the Missouri state line.

“Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to conduct a public involvement meeting in
the traditional sense,” a statement from ARDOT said. “We are offering an online
opportunity for the public to review project information.”

Individuals can review information on the proposed project at
future57.transportationplanroom.com Aug. 13 through Sept. 13. The online meeting allows
attendees to view exhibits and offer comments about the project.

Those with limited internet access or who have general questions or comments about the
project or virtual meeting may call 870-823-0730. Accommodations are also available for
those with disabilities (see related advertisement on page 3A).

1/1
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ARDOT holding virtual hearing on future I-57 project
kait8.com/2020/08/13/ardot-holding-virtual-hearing-future-i-project

By Katie Woodall | August 13, 2020 at 6:24 PM CDT - Updated August 13 at 7:10 PM
LAWRENCE/RANDOLPH COUNTY, Ark. (KAIT) - ARDOT has launched a virtual
public meeting for the future I-57 project, showing the most current possible project
plans to the public for the first time.

The future I-57 project has been in discussion for several years. The virtual meeting
began Thursday.

The project would work to connect Highway 67 from Walnut Ridge to the Missouri state
line through the interstate system.

Typically, ARDOT would hold a public meeting in the areas most impacted by the
future plans.

District 10 Engineer for ARDOT Brad Smithee said with COVID-19, they had to find a
new way to present the latest information.

“In lieu of being able to present it on tables and in a public format locally, it’s a way that
we’re trying to do this and keep people safe, keep our social distancing and still offer
good information, opportunity for comment, opportunity for questions and answers.”

The virtual public hearing can be found on ARDOT’s website here.

Smithee said the virtual hearing is interactive, allowing the public to make comments
on specific areas through the interactive map.

Smithee said for those who are not comfortable with using the virtual hearing or those
with limited internet access, ARDOT is always taking calls for comments or questions at
(501) 823-0730.

While presenting the latest project plans and environmental study is an important step
in the future I-57 project, it will still be several years before any work is actually started.

The virtual public meeting will be available for question and comment on ARDOT’s
website from now until Sept. 2.

Copyright 2020 KAIT. All rights reserved.
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Tweet Sheet 
Suggested Public Meeting Social Media Posts 
 

Page 1 of 1  Updated: Monday, September 28, 2020 

   

Walnut Ridge to Missiouri State Line (Future I-57)  
Virtual Public Involvement Meeting 
  
Example 1 
ARDOT is hosting a virtual public meeting on the proposed Future I-57 connection between 
Walnut Ridge and Missouri. The online meeting is August 13–September 2 at 
Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com. Anyone with limited internet access may call 501-823-0730. 
 
Example 2 
Be part of the planning! The virtual public meeting for the proposed Future I-57 connection 
between Walnut Ridge and Missouri is August 13–September 2. Visit 
Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com. Anyone with limited internet access may call 501-823-0730.  
 
Example 3 
Join us for a virtual public meeting to present information on the proposed Future I-57 connection 
between Walnut Ridge and Missouri. Visit Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com between Aug. 13 
and Sept. 2. Anyone with limited internet access may call 501-823-0730. 
 
Example 4 
Want to know more about the proposed Future I-57 connection between Walnut Ridge and 
Missouri? Join us anytime between Aug. 13–Sept. 2 for a virtual public meeting at 
Future57.TransportationPlanRoom.com. Anyone with limited internet access may call 501-823-0730. 
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July 1 – August 2, 2021
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Public Involvement Synopsis 
Public Comment Period 
 

Page 1 of 4   

  Future I-57 

Public Involvement Synopsis 
ARDOT Job Number 100512 

Future I-57 
Proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State line Connection in Northeast Arkansas 

Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement 
July 1, 2021 – August 2, 2021 

 
The FHWA, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT), issued a 
Notice of Intent (NOI) to solicit comments and advise the public, agencies, and stakeholders of an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will be prepared to study the effects of a highway 
project under consideration for the Highway 67 corridor in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph 
counties, Arkansas. Comments on the NOI or Supplementary NOI Information document were 
received July 1 - August 2, 2021. 
 
Information and copies of the NOI were provided in the following ways: 
 

• Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com (English) 
• Future57.es.TransportationPlanroom.com (Spanish) 
• Federal Register – Vol. 86, No. 124 / Thursday, July 1, 2021 / Notices  
• Regulations.gov – Docket No. FHWA-2021-0009 
• Physical copies of the NOI were stationed at the Randolph County, Lawrence County, and 

Corning Public Libraries for participants to view and provide comment forms.  
 

Outreach notification to receive comments included the following: 
  

• Display ad placed in the Paragould Daily Press (July 1, 2021) 
• Display ad placed in the Clay County Courier (July 2, 2021) 
• Display ad placed in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette (July 4, 2021) 
• Display ad placed in the Star Herald (July 7, 2021) 
• Display ad placed in the Times Dispatch (July 7, 2021) 
• PSA aired on La Jefa 99.3 FM (4X daily July 1 through July 4, 2021) 

 
Table 1 describes the results of the public participation at Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. 
 

Table 1 
Public Comment Period (July 1 – August 2, 2021) Totals 

Unique Visitors (New Users) 226 

Visits to the Website (Sessions) 299 

Number of Website Pages Viewed (Pageviews) 543 

Percent of Total Users Interacting with Mobile Devices/Tablets 46% 

Comment Forms 2 
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  Future I-57 

Table 2 identifies the information available in English at the Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com 
website and each page’s number of views. 
 

Table 2 

Website Page 
Pageviews 

(543) 

Homepage 
• Text: Information on the NOI purpose, comment period dates, a 

phone number for anyone with additional questions or comments, 
submitting written comments, and guidance for special 
accommodations 

 
61% 
(330) 

Notice of Intent Documents 
• Notice of Intent (NOI), Supplementary NOI Document, Project 

Schedule, Corridors Map 

22% 
(122) 

Public Meeting 2020 Materials 
• Meeting materials from the 2020 public meeting which included: 

Project Presentation Video, 2020 Meeting Synopsis, Project Map, 
Project History, Study Goals, Draft Purpose and Need, Summary 
Sheet, Corridors Map (2020), and an Environmental Map (2020). 

13% 
(71) 

Submit a Comment 
• Print and electronic versions of the comment form 

2% 
(10) 

 
 
Table 3 describes the results of the public participation at  
Future57.es.TransportationPlanroom.com. 
 

Table 3 
Public Comment Period (July 1 – August 2, 2021) Total 

Unique Visitors (New Users) 3 

Visits to the Website (Sessions) 8 

Number of Website Pages Viewed (Pageviews) 48 

Percent of Total Users Interacting with Mobile Devices/Tablets 0% 

Comment Forms or Letters Received  0 
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Table 4 identifies the information available in Spanish at the 
Future57.es.TransportationPlanroom.com website and each page’s number of views. 
 

Table 4 

Website Page Pageviews 
(48) 

Homepage 
• Text: Information on the NOI purpose, comment period dates, a 

phone number for anyone with additional questions or comments, 
submitting written comments, and guidance for special 
accommodations 

 
48% 
(23) 

Notice of Intent Documents 
• Notice of Intent (NOI), Supplementary NOI Document, Project 

Schedule, Corridors Map 

10% 
(5) 

Public Meeting 2020 Materials 
• Meeting materials from the 2020 public meeting which included: 

Project Presentation Video, 2020 Meeting Synopsis, Project Map, 
Project History, Study Goals, Draft Purpose and Need, Summary 
Sheet, Corridors Map (2020), and an Environmental Map (2020). 

29% 
(14) 

Submit a Comment 
• Print and electronic versions of the comment form 

13% 
(6) 

 
Garver staff reviewed all comments received and evaluated their contents. The submitted 
comments are listed below. The sequencing of the comments is in the order in which they were 
received and is not intended to reflect importance or numerical values.  
 
Submitted Comments: 

• “As a former Lawrence County resident, I believe that the Alternative 2 route that leaves the 
existing 5‐lane highway between Walnut Ridge and Pocahontas intact would provide the 
best solution for both local residents and through drivers. A interchange should definitely be 
built for WR Airport/Industrial Park/Williams Baptist University traffic, whether at County Rd 
416 as shown at the map or at County Rd 408 (or, even better yet, along an eastward 
extension of Lawrence Rd 414, which would eliminate a potentially hazardous 90‐degree 
curve for drivers compared to Rd 408, be much closer to much of the area served 
compared to Rd 416, and minimize the potential environmental impact to Village Creek that 
an interchange directly at Rd 408 might cause. So, I think extending Rd 414 to meet the 
interstate could be the best solution there, perhaps. Very much looking forward to seeing 
this project completed‐‐ much needed!” 

• “We own and farm a farm southwest of O'Kean that lays in corridor 3. This farm was part of 
an EQUIP program through NRCS. The EQUIP program did a cost share to built a 
reservoir and set up a tailwater recovery system. I corridor 3 is chosen and stays on its 
current path it would basically take out this project.” 
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Attachments: 

• Federal Register posting 
• Regulations.gov posting 
• Screenshots of virtual public involvement 
• Website analytics reports 
• Outreach documents 
• Copies of submitted comment forms 
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technology; and (iv) whether there are 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information. 

(b) Summary of Proposed Information 
Collection: 

Title: Affiliation Worksheet. 
Form Number: SBA Form 3511. 
OMB Control Number: 3245–0416. 
Description of respondents: Paycheck 

Protection Program Borrowers and 
Lenders. 

Estimated number of respondents 
(Borrowers): 37,500. 

Estimated time per response: 45 
minutes. 

Estimated number of respondents 
(Lenders): 5,000. 

Estimated time per response: 15 
minutes. 

Total estimated annual responses: 
42,500. 

Total Estimated Annual Hour Burden: 
37,500 hours. 

Curtis Rich, 
Management Analyst. 
[FR Doc. 2021–14118 Filed 6–30–21; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8026–03–P 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

[Disaster Declaration #16876 and #16877; 
Texas Disaster Number TX–00591] 

Presidential Declaration Amendment of 
a Major Disaster for the State of Texas 

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business 
Administration. 
ACTION: Amendment 5. 

SUMMARY: This is an amendment of the 
Presidential declaration of a major 
disaster for the State of Texas (FEMA– 
4586–DR), dated 02/19/2021. 

Incident: Severe Winter Storms. 
Incident Period: 02/11/2021 through 

02/21/2021. 
DATES: Issued on 06/24/2021. 

Physical Loan Application Deadline 
Date: Filing Period for counties listed 
below ends on 08/23/2021. 

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan 
Application Deadline Date: Filing 
Period for counties listed below ends on 
03/24/2022. 
ADDRESSES: Submit completed loan 
applications to: U.S. Small Business 
Administration, Processing and 
Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport 
Road, Fort Worth, TX 76155. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: A. 
Escobar, Office of Disaster Assistance, 
U.S. Small Business Administration, 
409 3rd Street SW, Suite 6050, 
Washington, DC 20416, (202) 205–6734. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice 
of the President’s major disaster 

declaration for the State of Texas, dated 
2/19/2021, is hereby amended to 
include the counties listed below. 
Please contact the SBA disaster 
assistance customer service center by 
email at disastercustomerservice@
sba.gov or by phone at 1–800–659–2955 
to request an application. Applications 
for physical damages may be filed until 
08/23/2021 and applications for 
economic injury may be file until 03/24/ 
2022. 
Primary Counties (Physical Damage and 

Economic Injury Loans): Kerr, 
Lamar, Shackelford. 

Contiguous Counties (Economic Injury 
Loans Only): 

Oklahoma: Choctaw. 
All other information in the original 

declaration remains unchanged. 
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Number 59008) 

James Rivera, 
Associate Administrator for Disaster 
Assistance. 
[FR Doc. 2021–14038 Filed 6–30–21; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8026–03–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Highway Administration 

[Docket No. FHWA–2021–0009] 

Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement for a 
Proposed Highway Project in Arkansas 

AGENCY: Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), Department of 
Transportation. 
ACTION: Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

SUMMARY: FHWA, in coordination with 
the Arkansas Department of 
Transportation (ARDOT), is issuing this 
Notice of Intent (NOI) to solicit 
comments and advise the public, 
agencies, and stakeholders of an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
that will be prepared to study the effects 
of a highway project under 
consideration for the Highway 67 
corridor in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and 
Randolph counties, Arkansas. This 
notice contains a summary of the 
information as required in the Council 
on Environmental Quality (CEQ) 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) regulations. This NOI should be 
reviewed together with the 
Supplementary NOI Information 
document which contains important 
details about the proposed project. 
DATES: Comments on the NOI or the 
Supplementary NOI Information 

document must be received on or before 
August 2, 2021. 
ADDRESSES: This NOI and the 
Supplementary NOI Information 
document are available in the docket 
referenced above at http://
www.regulations.gov and on the project 
website located at 
Future57.transportationplanroom.com. 
The Supplementary NOI Information 
document also will be mailed upon 
request. Interested parties are invited to 
submit comments by any of the 
following methods: 

Website: For access to the documents, 
go to the Federal eRulemaking Portal 
located at http://www.regulations.gov or 
the project website located at 
Future57.transportationplanroom.com. 
Follow the online instructions for 
submitting comments. 

Fax: Randal Looney at 501–324–6423. 
Mailing address or for hand delivery 

or courier: Federal Highway 
Administration, Arkansas Division, 700 
West Capitol Avenue, Room 3130, Little 
Rock, AR 72201. 

Email address: Randal.Looney@
dot.gov. 
All submissions should include the 
agency name and the docket number 
that appears in the heading of this 
Notice. All comments received will be 
posted without change to http://
www.regulations.gov or 
Future57.transportationplanroom.com, 
including any personal information 
provided. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
further information and/or to get on the 
project mailing list, contact Mr. Randal 
Looney, Environmental Coordinator, 
Federal Highway Administration, 
Arkansas Division Office, 700 West 
Capitol Avenue, Suite 3130, Little Rock, 
AR 72201–3298, email: randal.looney@
dot.gov, (501) 324–6430; or Mr. Bill 
McAbee, Environmental Project 
Manager, Garver, 4701 Northshore 
Drive, North Little Rock, Arkansas 
72118, email: WCMcAbee@
GarverUSA.com, (501) 376–3633. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
environmental review of transportation 
alternatives for the Highway 67 corridor 
will be conducted in accordance with 
the requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 
1969, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4321, et 
seq.), 23 U.S.C. 139, CEQ regulations 
implementing NEPA (40 CFR 1500– 
1508), FHWA regulations implementing 
NEPA (23 CFR 771.101–771.139), and 
all applicable Federal, State, and local 
governmental laws and regulations. 

The EIS will evaluate the 
environmental effects of all reasonable 
project alternatives and determine the 
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potential impacts to social, economic, 
natural, and physical environmental 
resources associated with these 
alternatives. Federal agencies will work 
together to identify and mitigate any 
potentially significant impacts through 
the NEPA process. All reasonable 
alternatives, including new location 
alignments and improvements to 
existing Highway 67, will be 
considered, screened, and carried 
forward for detailed analysis in the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
based on their ability to address the 
project’s purpose and need while 
minimizing adverse impacts to the 
natural and social environments. 

The project team sent letters 
describing the proposed NEPA study 
and soliciting input to the appropriate 
federal, tribal, state, and local agencies 
who have expressed or are known to 
have an interest or legal role in this 
project. Additional comments from the 
public, interest groups, private 
organizations, and other agencies will 
be solicited through an additional 
public hearing for the DEIS. The project 
is needed because there is a gap in the 
system linkage that diminishes 
connectivity and mobility of the 
National Highway System. Additionally, 
there is a lack of reliable transportation 
infrastructure to support economic 
development and a need to enhance 
resiliency to extreme weather events 
along the route. Furthermore, Federal 
legislation designated this high priority 
corridor as future Interstate Route 57 (I– 
57). The project’s purpose is to develop 
an interstate highway system that 
addresses the above-described needs 
while minimizing the negative impacts 
to the natural and social environment. 

All build alternatives begin at Walnut 
Ridge, Arkansas and end at the 
Arkansas-Missouri state line, a distance 
of approximately 42 miles. There are 
currently three build alternatives and 
the no-build alternative under 
consideration. The build alternatives 
include Alternative 1, an evaluation of 
improvements to existing Highway 67 
with new location bypasses around the 
towns of Pocahontas and Corning; 
Alternative 2, which generally lies 
between Highway 67 and the Dave 
Donaldson Black River Wildlife 
Management Area (DDWMA) turning 
north on the east side of Corning up to 
the Arkansas-Missouri state line on all- 
new location; and Alternative 3, which 
generally parallels the Highway 90 
corridor east of the DDWMA until 
reaching the town of Knobel where the 
study corridor turns north passing east 
of Corning and to the Arkansas-Missouri 
state line and is all on new location. 
Three approximately 1.7-mile 

alternatives provide the final connection 
between the main alternatives and the 
Arkansas-Missouri state line. These 
‘‘connector’’ alternatives are named A, 
B, and C: Alternative A lies to the east 
of Highway 67 on new location, 
Alternative B improves existing 
Highway 67, and Alternative C lies to 
the west of Highway 67 on new 
location. The Missouri Department of 
Transportation (MoDOT) is a 
cooperating agency on this project and 
is working closely with ARDOT on the 
connector location because this will 
determine the southern terminal for the 
MoDOT section of future I–57. The No- 
build Alternative will not meet the 
purpose and need but is retained 
throughout the study process to help 
evaluate the positive and negative 
impacts of the build alternatives. Maps 
of the study area and alternatives are 
included in the Supplementary NOI 
Information document and on the 
project website interactive map. 

Anticipated environmental 
constraints for the project include 
potential impacts to the DDWMA, the 
Black and Current Rivers, vegetated and 
farmed wetlands, floodplains, 
threatened and endangered species and 
their habitat, cultural resources, 
residential homes, businesses, and 
farmlands. Alternative 1 has the greatest 
potential to impact homes, businesses, 
and cultural resources due to 
improvements to the already developed 
Highway 67 corridor. Alternatives 2 and 
3 are on new location with minor 
impacts to the human environment but 
have the greatest potential impact on 
farmlands and farmed wetlands. 
Preliminary estimates of possible 
impacts can be seen in the 
Supplementary NOI Information 
document. 

Permits and authorizations 
anticipated for the project include a U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
Section 404 of the Clean Water (33 
U.S.C. 1344) and Section 10 (33 U.S.C. 
403) of the Rivers and Harbors Act 
standard (individual) permit for 
wetland/stream impacts and impacts to 
navigable waters, and Section 408 
(U.S.C. 33 U.S.C. 408) approval for Civil 
Works project impacts such as levees. 

Formal coordination with the USACE 
began in November 2020 when they 
accepted the responsibility to be a 
cooperating agency. A Section 401 
Water Quality Certification from the 
Arkansas Department of Energy and 
Environment (ADEE) will be required 
for potential impacts to surface waters. 
Formal coordination began in May 2020 
when ADEE accepted the responsibility 
to be a participating agency. 
Consultation with the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (USFWS) pursuant to 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
(16 U.S.C. Section 1536), will be 
required for biological assessments and 
threatened and endangered species 
surveys. Formal coordination with the 
USFWS began in May 2020 when they 
accepted the responsibility to be a 
cooperating agency. A Request for 
Technical Assistance for USFWS was 
completed in early 2020 and a 
preliminary plan for habitat resource 
evaluations and bat and mussel surveys 
was recently submitted to the USFWS 
for review. Consultation with the State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) for 
compliance with Section 106 
regulations will be required for 
historical and archeological resources 
potentially impacted. Formal 
coordination with the SHPO began in 
January 2021 when they accepted the 
responsibility to be a participating 
agency. 

Early scoping for this EIS study 
started with the local official and public 
meetings held in August and September 
2020 and it will continue for 30 days 
after publication of this NOI. Project 
scoping also includes the previous 
studies’ public meetings as described 
below. In 1996, ARDOT completed a 
planning study specifically for the 
current project area. In 2015, ARDOT 
conducted a second planning study and 
included substantial public and local 
official input and consideration of 
environmental impacts. The 2015 
planning study recommendations are 
the basis for the preliminary range of 
alternatives currently under 
consideration. In August 2020, the 
project team held virtual meetings with 
local officials and the public and 
included the draft purpose and need 
document, three 1,000-foot-wide 
corridors, and other project information. 
The project team solicited comments on 
the presented materials and encouraged 
the public to be as detailed and specific 
as possible. Additional public, local 
official, and agency outreach will be 
conducted for the DEIS. 

The publication date of the NOI will 
start a two-year time clock for the 
agency to reach its final decision on the 
project (40 CFR 1501.10(a) and (b)(2)). 
The schedule for completing the Draft 
EIS, Final EIS/Record of Decision 
(ROD), and permits is as follows: Draft 
EIS May 31, 2022; Final EIS/ROD 
February 28, 2023; Section 404, 408, 
and 10 permit—July 31, 2023; Section 
401 certification July 31, 2023; Section 
106 consultation May 31, 2022; Section 
7 consultation June 15, 2022. 

With this Notice, FHWA and ARDOT 
request and encourage State, Tribal, and 
local government agencies, and the 
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general public, to review the complete 
NOI (including the Supplementary NOI 
Information document) and submit 
comments on any aspect of the project 
that might benefit the project 
understanding. Specifically, agencies 
and the public are asked to identify and 
submit potential alternatives for 
consideration and information such as 
anticipated significant issues or 
environmental impacts and analyses 
relevant to the proposed action for 
consideration by the lead and 
cooperating agencies in developing the 
Draft EIS. There are several methods to 
submit comments as described in the 
ADDRESSES section of this Notice. Any 
questions concerning this proposed 
action should be directed to FHWA at 
the physical address, email address, or 
phone number provided in the FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section of 
this Notice. 

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Number 20.205, Highway Planning 
and Construction. The regulations 
implementing Executive Order 12372 
regarding intergovernmental consultation on 
Federal programs and activities apply to this 
program.) 

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.; 23 CFR 
part 771. 

Vivien N. Hoang, 
Division Administrator, Little Rock, Arkansas. 
[FR Doc. 2021–14062 Filed 6–30–21; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

Office of Foreign Assets Control 

Notice of OFAC Sanctions Actions 

AGENCY: Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, Treasury. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of the 
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control (OFAC) is publishing the names 
of one or more persons that have been 
placed on OFAC’s Specially Designated 
Nationals and Blocked Persons List 
based on OFAC’s determination that one 
or more applicable legal criteria were 
satisfied. All property and interests in 
property subject to U.S. jurisdiction of 
these persons are blocked, and U.S. 
persons are generally prohibited from 
engaging in transactions with them. 

DATES: See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
section for effective date(s). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
OFAC: Andrea Gacki, Director, tel.: 
202–622–2490; Associate Director for 
Global Targeting, tel.: 202–622–2420; 
Assistant Director for Licensing, tel.: 
202–622–2480; Assistant Director for 
Regulatory Affairs, tel.: 202–622–4855; 
or the Assistant Director for Sanctions 
Compliance & Evaluation, tel.: 202–622– 
2490. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Electronic Availability 

The Specially Designated Nationals 
and Blocked Persons List and additional 
information concerning OFAC sanctions 
programs are available on OFAC’s 
website (www.treasury.gov/ofac). 

Notice of OFAC Action(s) 

A. On June 21, 2021, OFAC 
determined that the property and 
interests in property subject to U.S. 
jurisdiction of the following persons are 
blocked under the relevant sanctions 
authority listed below. 
BILLING CODE 4810–AL–P 
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NOTICE OF INTENT (NOI) TO PREPARE AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENT FOR A PROPOSED HIGHWAY PROJECT IN ARKANSAS 

CITIZEN COMMENT FORM 
AGENCY: FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION AND 

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DOCKET NUMBER: FHWA-2021-0009 

ARDOT JOB NUMBER 100512 
WALNUT RIDGE – MISSOURI STATE LINE (FUTURE I-57) 
CLAY, GREENE, LAWRENCE, AND RANDOLPH COUNTIES 

Comments on the NOI or the Supplementary NOI Information document must be 
received on or before August 2, 2021. Interested parties are invited to submit comments 
by any of the following methods: 

• Email: Randal.Looney@dot.gov
• Mail, Hand Delivery, or Courier: Federal Highway Administration, Arkansas

Division, 700 West Capitol Avenue, Room 3130, Little Rock, AR 72201.
• Fax: Randal Looney at 501-324-6423
• Website Form: Future57.transportationplanroom.com or regulations.gov

Please Print: Date: _______ 

Name:____________________________________________________________ 

Email:  

Address: _________________________________________________________ 

Street Address      City, State, Zip 

Comments 

Use additional pages if necessary 
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AVISO DE INTENCIÓN (NOI) PARA PREPARAR UNA DECLARACIÓN DE 
IMPACTO AMBIENTAL PARA UN PROYECTO AUTOPISTA PROPUESTO 

EN ARKANSAS 
CITIZEN COMMENT FORM 

 
AGENCIA: LA ADMINISTRACIÓN FEDERAL DE CARRETERAS Y  

EL DEPARTAMENTO DE TRANSPORTE DE ARKANSAS 
NÚMERO DE EXPEDIENTE: FHWA-2021-0009 

ARDOT TRABAJO NÚMERO 100512 
LA LÍNEA DEL ESTADO ENTRE WALNUT RIDGE Y MISSOURI (FUTURE I-57) 

LOS CONDADOS DE CLAY, GREENE, LAWRENCE, Y RANDOLPH 
 
 

Comentarios de la Noticia de Intento (NOI) o el documento de la información adicional 
de NOI se aceptarán a más tardar 2 de Agosto del 2021. Se invita a los grupos 
interesados a comentar en cualquiera de los métodos siguientes: 
 

• Correo Electrónico: Randal.Looney@dot.gov 
• Dirección de envio o para entrega en mano o mensajería: Federal Highway 

Administration, Arkansas Division, 700 West Capitol Avenue, Room 3130, Little 
Rock, AR 72201. 

• Fax: Randal Looney at 501-324-6423 
• Formulario del Sitio Web: Future57.transportationplanroom.com o 

regulations.gov 
 

Por favor, Letra Imprenta:       Fecha:_______ 
 
Nombre:____________________________________________________________ 

Correo Electrónico:            

Dirección:______________________________________________________________ 

   Dirección de la calle    Ciudad, Estado, Código Postal  

Comentarios   

    

    

    

    

    

     

    

Si necesario, usar hojas adicionales 
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO PREPARE AN 
ENVIRONMENAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

WHAT: The FHWA, in coordination with the 
Arkansas Department of Transportation 
(ARDOT), is issuing a Notice of Intent 
(NOI) to solicit comments and advise 
the public, agencies, and stakeholders 
of an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) that will be prepared to study 
the effects of a highway project under 
consideration for the Highway 67 corridor 
in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph 
counties, Arkansas.

WHEN: Comments on the NOI or Supplementary 
NOI Information document must be 
received on or before July 31, 2021

WHERE: Online Versions of the Notice of Intent:
Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com
or regulations.gov
Print Version of the Notice of Intent:
Corning, Randolph County, and Lawrence
County Libraries. Hours vary.

*******************************************************
Sponsor: FHWA and ARDOT

Special communication or accommodation needs under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Lindi Miller, 4701 Northshore 
Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, call 501-823-0730, or email 
PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com. The hearing or speech impaired, 
may contact the Arkansas Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests 
should be made at least 4 days prior to the end of the comment period.   

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department 
of Transportation (Department) complies with all civil rights provisions 
of federal statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in 
programs and activities receiving federal financial assistance. Therefore, 
the Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, 
age, national origin, religion (not applicable as a protected group under 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), 
disability, Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in 
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s programs and 
activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or employment practices. 
Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the 
Department’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. 
McFadden Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), 
P. 0. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501)569- 2298, (Voice/TTY 
711), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov

Free language assistance for LEP individuals is available upon request.
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator in 
large print, on audiotape and in Braille.

ARDOT Job 100512; Docket No. FHWA-2021-0009
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CCR 20 Clay County Regional Water (722) Page 1 of 2 
 

Clay County Regional Water Distribution District 
2020 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report 

 
We're pleased to present to you this year's Annual Drinking Water Quality Report. This report is designed to inform you about 
the quality water and services we deliver to you every day.  Our goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of 
drinking water, and we want you to understand, and be involved in, the efforts we make to continually improve the water 
treatment process and protect our water resources.   
 

Where Does Our Drinking Water Come From? 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, 
and wells.  Our sources of water are three wells.  Well 1 is located at Piggott and Well 2 is located at Greenway.  Both wells 
pump water from the Nacatoch Sand Aquifer. Well 3 is located at Knobel and it pumps from the Wilcox Group Aquifer.  
 

How Safe Is The Source Of Our Drinking Water? 
The Arkansas Department of Health has completed Source Water Vulnerability Assessments for Clay County Regional Water 
Distribution District and Corning Waterworks.  The assessments summarize the potential for contamination of our sources of 
drinking water and can be used as a basis for developing a source water protection plan.  Based on the various criteria of the 
assessment, our water sources have been determined to have a medium susceptibility to contamination.  You may request a 
summary of the Source Water Vulnerability Assessments from our office.  
 

What Contaminants Can Be In Our Drinking Water? 
As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some 
cases, can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.  Contaminants that may be 
present in source water include: Microbial contaminants such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment 
plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife; Inorganic contaminants such as salts and metals, which 
can be naturally occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas 
production, mining, or farming; Pesticides and herbicides which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban 
stormwater runoff, and residential uses; Organic chemical contaminants including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, 
which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban 
stormwater runoff, and septic systems; Radioactive contaminants which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and 
gas production and mining activities. 
 
In order to assure tap water is safe to drink, EPA has regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water 
provided by public water systems.  Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled 
water which must provide the same protection for public health. 

 
Am I at Risk? 

All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some 
contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. However, some 
people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons 
such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS 
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from small amounts of contamination. 
These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. More information about contaminants 
and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 
1-800-426-4791.  In addition, EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by microbiological 
contaminants are also available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline.   
 

Lead and Drinking Water 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead 
in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. We are 
responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. 
When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 
30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may 
wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize 
exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 
 

How Can I Learn More About Our Drinking Water? 
If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact Bobby Brown, Manager, at 870-
259-3327.  We want our valued customers to be informed about their water utility.  If you want to learn more, please attend 
any of our regularly scheduled meetings.  They are held on the last Monday of March, June, September and the first Friday of 
December at 7:00 PM at the Water Office, 400 N. Dale Street in McDougal. 

 

TEST RESULTS 
 

We and the City of Corning routinely monitor for constituents in your drinking water according to Federal and State laws. The 
test results table shows the results of our monitoring for the period of January 1st to December 31st, 2020.  In the table you 
might find terms and abbreviations you are not familiar with. To help you better understand these terms we've provided the 
following definitions: 
 
 
 
 

Action Level - the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must 
follow. 
CCRWDD – Clay County Regional Water Distribution District 
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the 
MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) – unenforceable public health goal; the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which 
there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  There is convincing evidence 
that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - the level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected 
risk to health.  MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. 
NA – Not applicable      
Parts per billion (ppb) - a unit of measurement for detected levels of contaminants in drinking water.  One part per billion corresponds to 
one minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000.  
Parts per million (ppm) – a unit of measurement for detected levels of contaminants in drinking water.  One part per million corresponds to 
one minute in two years or a single penny in $10,000. 
 

INORGANIC CONTAMINANTS 

Contaminant Violation 
Y/N Level Detected Unit MCLG 

(Public Health Goal) 
MCL  

(Allowable Level) Major Sources in Drinking Water 

Fluoride 
(Knoble well) N  Average: 0.75 

 Range: 0.70 – 0.79 

ppm 4 4 

Erosion of natural deposits; water 
additive which promotes strong 
teeth; discharge from fertilizer and 
aluminum factories 

Fluoride 
(Greenway well) N  Average: 0.47 

 Range: 0.42 – 0.64 
  Fluoride 
  (Piggott well) N  Average: 0.74 

 Range: 0.46 – 1.47 
LEAD AND COPPER TAP MONITORING 

Contaminant Number of 
Sites Sampled 

Number of Sites 
over Action Level 

90th Percentile 
Result Unit Action Level Major Sources in Drinking Water 

 
 

Lead (CCRWDD) 20 0 0.002 ppm 0.015 Corrosion from household plumbing 
systems; erosion of natural deposits Copper (CCRWDD) 20 0 0.48 ppm 1.3 

 We are on a reduced monitoring schedule and required to sample once every three years for lead and copper at the customers’ 
taps.  The results above are from our last monitoring period in 2019.  Our next required monitoring period is in 2022. 

REGULATED DISINFECTANTS 

Disinfectant Violation 
Y/N Level Detected Unit MRDLG 

(Public Health Goal) 
MRDL 

(Allowable Level) Major Sources in Drinking Water 

Chlorine  
(CCRWDD) N Average: 0.45 

Range: 0.40 – 0.50 ppm 4 4 Water additive used to control 
microbes 

BY-PRODUCTS OF DRINKING WATER DISINFECTION 

Contaminant Violation 
Y/N 

Level 
Detected Unit MCLG 

(Public Health Goal) 
MCL  

(Allowable Level) 
HAA5 [Haloacetic Acids] (CCRWDD) N 0 ppb 0 60 
TTHM [Total Trihalomethanes] (CCRWDD) N 0 ppb NA 80 

431 W 2nd St • Corning, AR
870-857-3222

Insuring your way of life since 1914.

As a farmer, 
you work sun up to sun down.

As your insurance agent, 
we work to make sure 

you sleep well.  

We offer property and casualty insurance for your farm 
with service, integrity,  and strong financial backing.

Call or come by today.

32 Southpointe Drive • Paragould, AR

870-236-8744

myAdvisor from Entergy
Save energy. Save money.

The easiest way to save money on your bill is by 
better managing your usage. The myAdvisor 
Dashboard offers helpful insights like Daily Usage 
and Bill Projection to help control your energy 
costs. Start saving at entergy.com/myadvisor.

A message from Entergy Arkansas, LLC ©2021 Entergy Services, LLC. 
All Rights Reserved.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO PREPARE AN 

ENVIRONMENAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

WHAT: The FHWA, in coordination with the 

Arkansas Department of Transportation 

(ARDOT), is issuing a Notice of Intent 

(NOI) to solicit comments and advise 

the public, agencies, and stakeholders 

of an Environmental Impact Statement 

(EIS) that will be prepared to study 

consideration for the Highway 67 

corridor in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, 

and Randolph counties, Arkansas.

WHEN: Comments on the NOI or 

Supplementary NOI Information 

document must be received on or 

before July 31, 2021

WHERE: Online Versions of the Notice of Intent:
Future 57.TransportationPlanroom.com

or regulations.gov

Print Version of the Notice of Intent:
Corning, Randolph Co. and Lawrence

Co. Libraries. Hours vary.
*******************************************************

Sponsor: FHWA and ARDOT

Special communication or accommodation needs under the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Lindi Miller, 4701 Northshore 

Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, call 501-823-0730, or email 

PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com. The hearing or speech impaired, 

may contact the Arkansas Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests 

should be made at least 4 days prior to the end of the comment period.   

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department 

of Transportation (Department) complies with all civil rights 

provisions of federal statutes and related authorities that prohibit 

assistance. Therefore, the Department does not discriminate on 

the basis of race, sex, color, age, national origin, religion (not 

applicable as a protected group under the Federal Motor Carrier 

Safety Administration Title VI Program), disability, Limited English 

and treatment in the Department’s programs and activities, as well 

as the Department’s hiring or employment practices. Complaints 

of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the Department’s 

nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. McFadden 

Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. 0. 

Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501)569- 2298, (Voice/TTY 

Free language assistance for LEP individuals is available upon 

request.This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI 

Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.

ARDOT Job 100512; Docket No. FHWA-2021-0009

Pollard Beauty Contests to be Held July 10th
There is still time to 

plan for the Pollard 
Beauty Pageants which 
will be held Saturday, 
July 10th at the Pollard 
Picnic in Pollard, Ar-
kansas. The following 
pageant schedule will 
be as follows: 

10 a.m. - “Baby Pol-
lard” contest for boys 
and girls. Boy’s division 
and a girl’s division 
from birth through 12 

months. Dress in casual 
clothing. 

 10:30 a.m. – “Baby 
Toddler” contest for 
boys and girls ages 1 
year through 23 months.   
Dress in casual clothing.

 12:00 noon - “Petite 
Miss Pollard” contest 
for the girls’ division 
ages 2 to 4.   Contestants 
must wear casual cloth-
ing.

 3:00 p.m. - “Little Miss 

Pollard” event for girls 
ages 5 to 7.  Contestants 
are to wear casual wear. 

  5:00 p.m. - “Junior 
Miss Pollard” contest 
for girls ages 8 to 12.  
Contestants are to dress 
in casual wear only.

   8:00 p.m. - “Miss Pol-
lard” contest is open to 
girls ages 13 to 18.  Con-
testants are to dress in 
pageant wear.  

  The entry fee for 

each division is $30 and 
payable the day of the 
event. There will not be 
a practice for any of the 
divisions and preregis-
tration will NOT be tak-
en this year. Just arrive 
30 minutes before your 
scheduled event. Pag-
eant wear is required 
in the Miss Pollard con-
test and all other divi-
sions will wear casual 
clothing.

Kneeling: Mabri Thompson, Kylie George, Gracie Janes 
Standing: Camryn Coffell, Abby Young, Lillie Allen, Piper Plemons, Paisley Garver, Maci  
Acton, Haddie Hudson, Alexis Berry 
Coaches Jeremy Woods , Kirk Scobey, Tony Hudson 

Clay Co. 
Summer Slam 
Machine Pitch 
Champions

The Corning Cats beat 
Rector and Piggott in a 
Clay County Slam Ma-
chine Pitch tournament 
last week to become the 
champions. 

In Friday night’s 
game on June 25, the 
score was 19-17 when 
Corning came from be-
hind against Piggott in 
the sixth inning. The 
Corning girls scored 3 
runs in the last inning 
and took home the First 
Place trophy with a 
score of 20-19.
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Businesses rushed Saturday 
to contain a ransomware attack 
that has paralyzed their comput-
er networks, a situation com-
plicated in the U.S. by offices 
lightly staffed at the start of the 
Fourth of July holiday weekend.

In Sweden, most of the gro-
cery chain Coop’s 800 stores 
were unable to open because 
their cash registers weren’t 
working, according to SVT, the 
country’s public broadcaster. 
The Swedish State Railways and 
a major local pharmacy chain 
were also affected.

Cybersecurity experts say 
the REvil gang, a major Rus-
sian-speaking ransomware syn-
dicate, appears to be behind the 
attack that targeted a software 
supplier called Kaseya, using its 
network-management package 
as a conduit to spread the ran-
somware through cloud-service 
providers.

Kaseya CEO Fred Voccola 
said in a statement that the com-
pany believes it has identified 
the source of the vulnerability 
and will “release that patch as 
quickly as possible to get our 
customers back up and running.”

John Hammond of the se-
curity firm Huntress Labs said 
he was aware of a number of 
managed-services providers — 
companies that host IT infra-
structure for multiple customers 
— being hit by the ransomware, 
which encrypts networks until 
the victims pay off attackers.

“It’s reasonable to think this 
could potentially be impacting 
thousands of small businesses,” 
said Hammond, basing his esti-
mate on the service providers 
reaching out to his company 
for assistance and comments 
on Reddit showing how others 
are responding.

Voccola said fewer than 40 of 
Kaseya’s customers were known 
to be affected, but the ransom-
ware could still be affecting hun-
dreds more companies that rely 
on Kaseya’s clients that provide 
broader IT services. It’s not af-
fecting its cloud-based services 
running software for customers, 
though Kaseya also shut down 
those servers as a precaution, 
he said.

The company added in a 
statement Saturday that “cus-
tomers who experienced ran-
somware and receive a com-
munication from the attackers 

should not click on any links — 
they may be weaponized.”

Supply chain attacks are those 
that typically infiltrate widely 
used software and spread mal-
ware as it updates automatically.

Complicating the response is 
that it happened at the start of a 
major holiday weekend in the 
U.S., when most corporate IT 
teams aren’t fully staffed.

That could also leave those 
organizations unable to address 
other security vulnerabilities, 
such a dangerous Microsoft 
bug affecting software for print 
jobs, said James Shank of threat 
intelligence firm Team Cymru.

“Customers of Kaseya are 
in the worst possible situation,” 
he said. “They’re racing against 
time to get the updates out on 
other critical bugs.”

The federal Cybersecuri-
ty and Infrastructure Security 
Agency announced in a state-
ment that it is closely monitor-

ing the situation and working 
with the FBI to collect more 
information about its impact.

CISA urged anyone who 
might be affected to “follow 
Kaseya’s guidance to shut down 
VSA servers immediately.” Ka-
seya runs what’s called a virtual 
system administrator, or VSA, 
that’s used to remotely manage 
and monitor a customer’s net-
work.

REvil, the group most ex-
perts have tied to the attack, was 
the same ransomware provider 
that the FBI linked to an attack 
on JBS SA, a major global meat 
processor, amid the Memorial 
Day holiday weekend in May.

Active since April 2019, 
the group provides ransom-
ware-as-a-service, meaning it 
develops the network-paralyz-
ing software and leases it to 
so-called affiliates who infect 
targets and earn the lion’s share 
of ransoms.

v SUNDAY, JULY 4, 2021 v 5AInternational

NOTICE OF INTENT TO PREPARE AN 

ENVIRONMENAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

WHAT: The FHWA, in coordination with the 

Arkansas Department of Transportation 

(ARDOT), is issuing a Notice of Intent 

(NOI) to solicit comments and advise 

the public, agencies, and stakeholders 

of an Environmental Impact Statement 

(EIS) that will be prepared to study 

consideration for the Highway 67 corridor 

in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph 

counties, Arkansas.

WHEN: Comments on the NOI or Supplementary 

NOI Information document must be 

received on or before July 31, 2021

WHERE: Online Versions of the Notice of Intent:

Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com

or regulations.gov

Print Version of the Notice of Intent:

Corning, Randolph County, and Lawrence

County Libraries. Hours vary.
*******************************************************

Sponsor: FHWA and ARDOT

Special communication or accommodation needs under the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Lindi Miller, 4701 Northshore 

Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, call 501-823-0730, or email 

PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com. The hearing or speech impaired, 

may contact the Arkansas Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests 

should be made at least 4 days prior to the end of the comment period.   

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department 

of Transportation (Department) complies with all civil rights provisions 

of federal statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in 

the Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, 

age, national origin, religion (not applicable as a protected group under 

the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), 

the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s programs and 

activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or employment practices. 

Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the 

Department’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. 

McFadden Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), 

P. 0. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501)569- 2298, (Voice/TTY 

Free language assistance for LEP individuals is available upon request.

This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator in 

large print, on audiotape and in Braille.
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Villagers watch flames Saturday in the Larnaca mountain region 
in Cyprus. Cyprus has asked fellow European Union states for 
help battling the fire, which has forced evacuations of at least 
three villages.
(AP/Petros Karadjias)

Crews work to clean up a spill Saturday after the derailment of 
a 20-car train carrying “tar sand” and lumber near Blackfalds, Al-
berta, Canada. More photos at arkansasonline.com/74blackfalds/.
(AP/The Canadian Press/Jeff McIntosh)

Shelling kills 8 people on Syria rebel turf
BEIRUT — Artillery fire from government-controlled 

territory and airstrikes Saturday killed at least eight civil-
ians in Syria’s last rebel enclave, most of them children, and 
destroyed a civil defense center and a water station, rescue 
workers and a conflict monitor said.

The regional director of the United Nations children’s 
agency UNICEF called it the worst violence since a cease-
fire was reached in March last year.

“This is just tragic,” said Ted Chaiban, UNICEF regional 
director. “An escalation of violence will only result in cutting 
short the lives of more children. We call for the protection of 
all children and strongly urge those fighting to refrain from 
further attacks.”

The shelling in Ibleen, a village in southern Idlib province, 
hit the home of Subhi al-Assi, killing him, his wife and three 
of his children in their sleep, according to the rescue service 
known as the White Helmets and Idlib’s Health Directorate. 
Al-Assi was an administrator in a local health center.

Shelling also struck the home of a volunteer for the White 
Helmets, also known as the Syria Civil Defense, killing his 
two children in the village of Balion. The volunteer, Omar 
al-Omar, and his wife were wounded, according to the White 
Helmets. In a nearby village, another child was killed and 
four others from the same family were wounded, according 
to the White Helmets.

UNICEF said 512 children were verified killed in Syria last 
year, the majority in the northwest where there are 1.7 mil-
lion vulnerable children, many of whom have fled violence 
several times.

43 migrant deaths reported off Tunisia
TUNIS, Tunisia — At least 43 migrants drowned off 

the coast of Tunisia on Saturday and 84 others were res-
cued after their boat capsized overnight, the Tunisian Red 
Crescent said.

Mongi Slim, head of the organization, said the boat, 
which was carrying 127 migrants, left Libya’s coastal city 
of Zuwara on Friday to cross the Mediterranean Sea to-
ward Italy. He said 46 Sudanese, 16 Eritreans and 12 Ben-
galis were among the migrants.

The Defense Ministry’s spokesperson, Mohamed Zekri, 
said the 84 migrants were rescued by fishermen. He de-
clined to confirm the drowning of the other migrants.

Libya is a frequent departure point for migrants mak-
ing the dangerous Mediterranean Sea crossing. Several 
shipwrecks from smugglers’ boats carrying migrants have 
occurred in recent weeks, as attempts to reach Europe be-
come more frequent amid warmer summer weather.

Protests flare against Brazilian leader
RIO DE JANEIRO — Protests against President Jair 

Bolsonaro spread across Brazil on Saturday, a day after a Su-
preme Court justice authorized a criminal investigation into 
his response to claims of potential corruption involving a 
vaccine deal.

Demonstrators gathered by the hundreds or thousands in 
more than 40 cities to demand Bolsonaro’s impeachment or 
greater access to vaccines against covid-19.

More than half a million Brazilians have died from the vi-
rus, by official count.

In Friday’s decision, Supreme Court Justice Rosa Weber 
said the inquiry is supported by recent testimony in a Senate 
committee investigating the government’s handling of the 
covid-19 pandemic.

Prosecutors will investigate whether Bolsonaro committed 
the crime of “prevarication,” which entails delaying or re-
fraining from action required as part of a public official’s duty 
for reasons of personal interest. Weber didn’t rule out the 
possibility other potential wrongdoing could be investigated.

Bolsonaro has denied any wrongdoing or knowledge of 
corruption, and told reporters June 28 he can’t know what 
transpires within his ministries.

The crime carries a prison term of between three months 
and a year, plus payment of a fine.

10 people die in Somali suicide bombing
NAIROBI, Kenya — At least 10 people were killed and 

dozens injured in a suicide explosion in the Somali capital, 
Mogadishu, on Friday evening, authorities said, the second 
such attack to rock the city in weeks as the country enters a 
crucial election season.

A suicide bomber detonated his explosive-laden vest near 
a cafe close to the well-known Juba Hotel, which is in a stra-
tegic area that houses government ministries and the intelli-
gence headquarters. The cafe, frequented by members of the 
Somali security forces, was crowded with patrons when the 
attack took place, officials said.

The Somali government blamed the terrorist group al-
Shabab, and the group itself took responsibility, saying that 
it had targeted intelligence, police and military forces. Al-
Shabab claimed the blast killed at least 15 people and wound-
ed 22 others.

Somali security officials did not respond to multiple 
requests for information on whether government officers 
might have been killed or injured in the attack.

The attack came just weeks after another al-Shabab sui-
cide bomber attacked a Somali army training camp that is 
jointly managed with Turkish forces, killing at least 10 people 
and wounding 20 others.

 — COMPILED BY DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF FROM WIRE REPORTS

The world in brief Elsa takes aim at Cuba, Florida
Storm pounds southern coasts of Haiti, Dominican Republic

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — 
Tropical Storm Elsa battered the 
southern coasts of Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic on Satur-
day, killing three people before 
taking aim at Cuba and Florida.

The storm was centered 
about 175 miles east of Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, and was moving 
west-northwest at 28 mph. It 
had maximum sustained winds 
of 65 mph as the tropical storm, 
which had been a Category 
1 hurricane earlier Saturday, 
weakened during its approach 
to Hispaniola and Cuba, accord-
ing to the National Hurricane 
Center in Miami.

The long-term forecast track 
showed it heading toward Flor-
ida as a tropical storm by Tues-
day morning, but some models 
would carry it into the Gulf or 
up the Atlantic Coast.

One death was reported in 
St. Lucia, according to the Carib-
bean Disaster Emergency Man-
agement Agency. Meanwhile, a 
15-year-old boy and a 75-year-old 
woman died Saturday in sepa-
rate events in the Dominican 
Republic after walls collapsed 
on them, the Emergency Oper-
ations Center announced.

In Haiti, authorities used so-
cial media to alert people about 
the storm and urged them to 
evacuate if they lived near water 
or mountain slopes.

“The whole country is threat-

ened,” a civil protection state-
ment read. “Make every effort 
to escape before it’s too late.”

Haiti is especially vulnerable 
to floods and landslides because 
of widespread erosion and de-
forestation. A recent spike in 
gang violence has forced thou-
sands of people to flee, so the 
civil protection agency is run-
ning low on basic items like 
food and water, director Jerry 
Chandler said.

“It’s been three weeks that 
we’ve been supporting families 
who are running away from gang 
violence,” he said. “We are work-
ing at renewing our stocks, but 
the biggest problem is logistics.”

He said officials are trying to 
figure out how to deliver sup-
plies to Haiti’s southern region, 
which faces Elsa’s impact.

Meanwhile, people bought 
water and food before the storm 
approached.

“I’m protecting myself the 
best that I can. Civil protection 
is not going to do that for me,” 
said Darlene Jean-Pierre, 35, as 
she bought six jugs of water 
along with vegetables and fruit. 
“I have to worry about gangs 
fighting. In addition to this, we 
have a hurricane.”

A hurricane warning re-
mains in effect from the Haitian 
capital, Port-au-Prince, to the 
southern border with the Do-
minican Republic. A hurricane 
watch was issued for the Cuban 
provinces of Camaguey, Gran-
ma, Guantanamo, Holguin, Las 
Tunas and Santiago de Cuba.

Some of those provinces 
have reported a high number 
of covid-19 infections, raising 
concerns that the storm could 
force a lot of people to seek shel-
ter together.

“Anticipating is the key 
word,” said Cuban President 
Miguel Diaz-Canel, adding that 
vaccination efforts would con-
tinue. “Let’s take care of lives 
and property.”

In the neighboring Domini-
can Republic, which shares the 
island of Hispaniola with Haiti, 
authorities opened more than 
2,400 shelters as forecasters 
warned of heavy rains. Officials 
also ordered evacuations ahead 
of the storm as people kept 
stocking up on supplies.

Some people worried about 
the state of their homes, with 
many living under corrugated 
roofing.

Elsa was forecast to brush 
past the southernmost point 
of Hispaniola by Saturday af-
ternoon and then take aim at 
southern Haiti.

The storm already had 
ripped off roofs, destroyed crops 
and downed trees and power 
lines in the eastern Caribbean 

on Friday, with damage reported 
in Barbados, St. Lucia and in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines.

At least 43 homes and three 
police stations were damaged, 
said St. Vincent Prime Minister 
Ralph Gonsalves.

“We expect that this number 
will increase as reports keep 
coming in,” he said. “We have 
some damage, but it could have 
been far worse.”

In St. Lucia, the wind dam-
aged a secondary school, pum-
meling desks, overturning chairs 
and sending papers flying after 
blowing off the roof and siding. 
Officials also reported signifi-
cant damage to roofs, including 
major damage at three govern-
ment buildings.

A similar report emerged 
from Barbados, where more 
than 580 roofs were damaged, 
dozens of trees and power lines 
fell and about 50% of customers 
were still without power.

Meanwhile, authorities in 
Puerto Rico rescued eight people, 
including two children, in stormy 
conditions after their boat sank in 
waves rising 8 to 10 feet.

Elsa was the first hurricane 
of the Atlantic season and the 
earliest fifth-named storm on 
record. It is forecast to drop 4 
to 8 inches of rain with maxi-
mum totals of 15 inches across 
portions of southern Hispaniola 
and Jamaica.
Information for this article was 
contributed by Ramon Carmona 
of The Associated Press.

DANICA COTO
AND EVENS SANON
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MATT O’BRIEN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Companies scramble after cyberattack

VIDEO ONLINE
Elsa hits 
Caribbean, 
heads toward 
Haiti
arkansasonline.com/74elsa/
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CONGRESSIONAL ART COMPETITION

The Congressional Institute’s Congressional Art Competition is held each year for students 
in grades 9-12. This year the First Congressional District received over 250 artwork sub-
missions representing more than 30 schools. U.S. Rep. Rick Crawford hosted a winners’ 
reception at the Recovery Room in downtown Jonesboro where their artwork is on dis-
play. The first place winners of each category are (left to right): Mixed Media, Marcy Wal-
lace, Harrisburg High School, instructor, Kelly Langston-Taylor; Photography, Caitlyn Law-
rence, Valley View High School, instructor, Anna Barnes; People’s Choice Award, Madalyn 
Carlock, Lonoke High School, instructor, Rebecca Maunde; Best in Show, Drawing, Reagan 
Buckley, Mountain Home High School, instructor, Beth Ivens; Congressman Rick Crawford; 
Painting, Patricia Broemel, Highland High School, instructor, Dewana McIntosh; Collage, 
Madison Hitchcock, Manila High School, instructor, Christy Woody; and Digital, Carl Coo-
per, Cabot High School, instructor, Helen Goodman.

Submitted photos

Reagan Buckley was chosen the Best in Show of this year’s competition. She was a senior at 
Mountain Home High School under the art instruction of Beth Ivens. Miss Buckley used char-
coal and white conte to create her winning drawing entitled “Embrace.” Her artwork will be 
displayed in the Cannon Hall in Washington, D.C., for a year with the other Congressional district 
winners. She also receives two Southwest Airlines vouchers to attend the Congressional Art 
Reception this summer hosted in Washington, D.C.

ADE launches R.I.S.E. Community Awards program 
The Arkansas Depart-

ment of Education’s Di-
vision of Elementary and 
Secondary Education is 
pleased to partner with the 
Arkansas State Library, 
Arkansas State Chamber 
of Commerce, and Arkan-
sas Imagination Library to 
launch the R.I.S.E. Com-
munity Awards program to 
celebrate community and 
education partnerships 
that support literacy for all 
ages.

Since the launch of 
R.I.S.E. Arkansas (Ar-
kansas’ Reading Initiative 
for Student Excellence) 
in January 2017, schools, 
parents, and communities 
have embraced efforts 
to strengthen reading in-
struction, create commu-
nity collaboration, and 
build a culture of reading. 
The R.I.S.E. Communi-
ty Awards will recognize 
local education, govern-
ment, business, non-prof-
it, and civic organization 
partners who are leading 
this effort.

“I am excited about 
this opportunity to rec-
ognize communities that 

are committed to read-
ing excellence,” Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson said. “Learn-
ing to read is not just a 
responsibility of teachers 
in the classroom; it takes 
everyone – parents, teach-
ers, and communities – to 
help a child learn to read. 
Reading not only builds 
self-esteem and leads to 
a higher quality of life 
for the individual, it also 
builds a robust workforce, 
which leads to improved 
economic development 
opportunities for commu-
nities. I look forward to 
seeing enhanced commu-
nity collaboration through 
this program and recog-
nizing the winners next 
summer.”

“We are making great 
strides in all three focus 
areas of the R.I.S.E. Ar-
kansas initiative,” Johnny 
Key, ADE secretary, said. 
“Since the launch of the 
initiative, we have recog-
nized schools for outstand-
ing reading programs, and 
it seems appropriate to 
extend that acknowledge-
ment to communities for 
their role and support in 

enhancing reading ini-
tiatives both inside and 
outside the classroom. I 
encourage every school in 
the state to work with lo-
cal community partners to 
grow reading programs in 
the community to include 
readers of all ages.”

To participate, commu-
nities (which can include 
a combination of schools 
and various community or-
ganizations) should submit 
a letter of commitment to 
DESE by August announc-
ing plans to participate in 
the program. Participants 
will then spend the next 
year developing their ini-
tiative, implementing their 

program, and reviewing 
and making revisions.

DESE team members 
will provide technical 
support, resources, and 
collaboration opportuni-
ties and will conduct site 
and event visits. Artifacts 
and evidence will be sub-
mitted for review in the 
spring of 2022, with the 
award winners announced 
in the summer of 2022. 
Participants are encour-
aged to showcase strong 
communication practices, 
resource utilization, and 
creativity in outreach pro-
grams.

To learn more, please vis-
it https://bit.ly/3xTt6pc.

Speed performance allowing you to stream & download shows, music, photos, large files and more on multiple devices

844-452-6769

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company.

The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed

andmay vary based on a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are accessing, networkmanagement practices as deemed

necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal.

*Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply.

**Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER

EARTHLINK INTERNET
HIGH SPEED INTERNET

Enjoy big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!

Get Connected for as low as

$14.95/mo.

• 50X faster than DSL!!** • High speed with fiber optic technology

• Fast download time for streaming videos, music and more!

HyperLink™ High-Speed Internet

Connection speeds up to 75 Mbps*

For the first 3 months (Offers vary by speed & location)

Get Connected for as low as

$49.99/mo.

• Fast speeds up to 25 Mbps • Available everywhere

• Larger data allowance (up to 50 GB per month)

Satellite Internet
What you get with HughesNet Satellite Internet:

first 12 months

NOTICE OF INTENT TO PREPARE AN

ENVIRONMENAL IMPACT STATEMENT

WHAT: The FHWA, in coordination with the

Arkansas Department of Transportation

(ARDOT), is issuing a Notice of Intent

(NOI) to solicit comments and advise

the public, agencies, and stakeholders

of an Environmental Impact Statement

(EIS) that will be prepared to study

the effects of a highway project under

consideration for the Highway 67

corridor in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and

Randolph counties, Arkansas.

WHEN: Comments on the NOI or

Supplementary NOI Information

document must be received on or before

July 31, 2021

WHERE: Online Versions of the Notice of Intent:

Future 57.TransportationPlanroom.com

or regulations.gov

Print Version of the Notice of Intent:

Corning, Randolph Co. and Lawrence

Co. Libraries. Hours vary.
****************************************************

Sponsor: FHWA and ARDOT

Special communication or accommodation needs under the

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Lindi

Miller, 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118,

call 501-823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.

com. The hearing or speech impaired, may contact the

Arkansas Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should

be made at least 4 days prior to the end of the comment period.

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas

Department of Transportation (Department) complies with all

civil rights provisions of federal statutes and related authorities

that prohibit discrimination in programs and activities receiving

federal financial assistance. Therefore, the Department does not

discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, national origin,

religion (not applicable as a protected group under the Federal

Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), disability,

Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in

the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s

programs and activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or

employment practices. Complaints of alleged discrimination

and inquiries regarding the Department’s nondiscrimination

policies may be directed to Joanna P. McFadden Section Head

- EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. 0. Box 2261,

Little Rock, AR 72203, (501)569- 2298, (Voice/TTY 711),

or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov

Free language assistance for LEP individuals is available upon

request.This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI

Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.
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SAVE 60% on INSTALLATION
of a NEWBATHTUB

or SHOWER!
New orders only. Minimum purchase required. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Does not include material costs. Other restrictions may apply.

Ask about 12 Months
Same as Cash Financing!
Senior & Military Discounts!

With minimum purchase and approved credit. Other restrictions may apply.

Receive a

$200 Target Gift Card
with Your Purchase!

New orders only. Minimum purchase required. Does not include material costs.

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply.

DreamBathroom Sale!

DON’T JUSTKINDATV.
DIRECTV.

CHOICE™ Package

$69
99
mo

For12mos.plus taxesand fees.

W/24-mo. agmt. Autopay & paperless bill req’d. Prices higher in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to $9.99/mo. is extra & applies.*

Watch your favorite live sports, news

and entertainment anywhere

DIRECTV offers more top premium

channels than DISH

1-855-400-3297
Iv Support Holdings LLC

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!

1-YR ALL INCLUDEDOFFER: Ends 7/11/21. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Pricing forfirst 12mos. only. After 12mos. or loss of eligibility, then prevailing rate applies (currently $122/mo. for CHOICE),
unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo period. Pricing subj to change. $5/mo. autopay/paperless bill discount:Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting
in 1-3 bill cycles. First time credit will include all credits earned sincemeeting offer requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. Includes:
CHOICE Pkg., monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Additional Fees & Taxes: Price excludes applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation,
equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99 one-time & $7/mo. monthly fees for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. Call for additional details. Different offers may apply for eligible
multi-dwelling unit and telco customers. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Some offers may not be available through all channels
and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. Programming, pricing, promotions, restrictions & terms subject to change &may bemodified, discontinued or terminated at any timewithout notice.
Offers may not be combinedwith other promotional offers on the same services andmay bemodified or discontinued at any timewithout notice. Other conditions apply to all offers. ©2021 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved.
AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners

Satellite Internet That is Unlimited
With No Hard Data Limits!

2

1-844-717-1819
HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar Company.
2 If you exceed your monthly plan data, you will experience reduced data speeds until the start of your next billing period. Reduced speeds will typically be in the range
of 1 – 3 Mbps and may causeWeb sites to load more slowly or affect the performance of certain activities, such as video streaming or large downloads/uploads.

CALLTODAY - LIMITED SPECIAL OFFERS INYOUR AREA!

25Mbps Download Speed
25mbps download and 3mbps upload1

No Hard Data Limits2

Wi-Fi Built-In
Connect your wireless devices at home

Call For Special Offers In Your Area
Pricing varies by region

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only. CSLB# 1035795
DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603
233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License#
WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration#
C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383
Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H

1-855-977-9614CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY
BACK GUARANTEED!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-866-587-0119
DONATE YOUR CAR
Imagine The Difference You Can MakeImagine The Difference You Can Make

1-866-587-011
DONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day
Vacation Voucher To Over

20 Destinations!!!

DONATE YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWIN
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-210-6510
or visit dental50plus.com/arpress

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product
not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E;
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds
B438/B439 (GA: B439B).
6255

DENTAL Insurance

Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company. It helps cover over 350

procedures — from cleanings and fillings to crowns

and dentures.

• See any dentist you want,
but save more with one in our network

• No deductible, no annual maximum

• Immediate coverage for preventive care
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
June 30, 2021 

 
 
Sergio Burtrón 
La Jefa 99.3 FM 
3654 Park Av. 
Memphis, TN 38111 
sburtron@butronmedia.com 
 
Re: PSA – Notice of Intent for Environmental Impact Statement 
 
Dear Mr. Burtón: 

Your assistance is requested in publicizing a Notice of Intent to solicit comments and advise the 
public, agencies, and stakeholders of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will be prepared to 
study the effects of a highway project under consideration for the Highway 67 corridor in Clay, Greene, 
Lawrence, and Randolph counties, Arkansas. In compliance with Title VI regulations, it is important that 
we reach as many minority listeners as possible. We have identified La Jefa 99.3 FM as the station 
capable of addressing our announcement needs. 

Enclosed please find a paid service announcement with general information about the NOI 
documents that will be available to the public beginning July 1, 2021. We request that two PSAs run daily 
starting on Thursday, July 1 through Sunday, July 4, 2021. 
 

Send invoice for payment to:  
Garver 
Attn: Lindi Miller - 17017535 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Email: LKMiller@GarverUSA.com 
 

If you have questions regarding the written announcement or need additional information, please call me 
at 501-823-0758 or LKMiller@GarverUSA.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
GARVER 

 
Lindi Miller 
Communications Specialist 
 
Enclosure 
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Mr. Burtrón 
June 30, 2021 
Page 2 of 2 
 

 
   PSA Notice 

Aviso de reunión pública   
 

La Administración Federal de Carreteras (FHWA), en cooperación con el 
Departamento de Transporte de Arkansas (ARDOT), esta emitiendo este (NOI): o 
Aviso de Intención (por sus siglas en ingles), que significa, un aviso al publico 
acerca de algún proyecto futuro.  El mismo tiene la intensión de solicitar 
comentarios y asesorar al publico, agencias, y los inversionistas, acerca de una 
(EIS)  o Declaración de Impacto Ambiental (según la sigla en ingles), y que se 
preparará para estudiar los efectos de un proyecto en una autopista, y que esta 
actualmente en consideración para el tramo de la autopista Highway 67, en los 
condados de Clay, Greene, Lawrence, y Randolph, en Arkansas. 

Su Comentario en relación a la Noticia de Intento,  …o NOI como mencionamos 
anteriormente, a la vez del documento de  información adicional de NOI, se 
aceptarán a más tardar el dia 31 de julio del 2021. 

Dichos documentos están disponibles en el número de expediente FHWA-2021-
0009 en el sitio web regulations.gov, y en el sitio web del proyecto, que está 
ubicado en: Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com.  

La versión impresa esta disponible para examinar y analizar, en la biblioteca en 
Corning, y las bibliotecas en los condados de Randolph y Lawrence.  

Las horas de operación varían.  

Este ha sido un mensaje de La Jefa 99.3 FM… FHWA, y el Departamento de 
Transporte de Arkansas ARDOT.  

 

### 
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Miller, Lindi K.

From: PublicInvolvement@garverusa.com
Sent: Sunday, August 1, 2021 5:00 PM
To: Public Involvement
Subject: NOI Comment Form Submission

A comment on the NOI Comment form has been submitted. 
 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO PREPARE AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR A PROPOSED HIGHWAY PROJECT IN 
ARKANSAS 
 
Agency: Federal Highway Administration and Arkansas Department of Transportation 
Docket No.: FHWA‐2021‐0009 
ARODT Job 100512 
Walnut Ridge ‐ Missouri State Line (Future I‐57) 
Clay, Greene, Lawrence and Randolph Counties 
 
Comments on the Notice of Intent (NOI) or the Supplementary NOI Information document must be received on or 
before July 31, 2021. 
 
Date: 2021‐08‐01 
Name: Frank Binkley 
Address: 1813 Corbet St Walnut Ridge, AR 72476 
Email: fbinkley78@gmail.com 
Comments: We own and farm a farm southwest of O'Kean that lays in corridor 3. This farm was part of an EQUIP 
program through NRCS. The EQUIP program did a cost share to built a reservoir and set up a tailwater recovery system. I 
corridor 3 is chosen and stays on its current path it would basically take out this project. 
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Miller, Lindi K.

From: PublicInvolvement@garverusa.com
Sent: Sunday, July 18, 2021 11:36 PM
To: Public Involvement
Subject: NOI Comment Form Submission

A comment on the NOI Comment form has been submitted. 
 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO PREPARE AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR A PROPOSED HIGHWAY PROJECT IN 
ARKANSAS 
 
Agency: Federal Highway Administration and Arkansas Department of Transportation 
Docket No.: FHWA‐2021‐0009 
ARODT Job 100512 
Walnut Ridge ‐ Missouri State Line (Future I‐57) 
Clay, Greene, Lawrence and Randolph Counties 
 
Comments on the Notice of Intent (NOI) or the Supplementary NOI Information document must be received on or 
before July 31, 2021. 
 
Date: 2021‐07‐18 
Name: Edward Harthorn 
Address: Lincoln, Nebraska 
Email: edwardharthorn@yahoo.com 
Comments: As a former Lawrence County resident, I believe that the Alternative 2 route that leaves the existing 5‐lane 
highway between Walnut Ridge and Pocahontas intact would provide the best solution for both local residents and 
through drivers. A interchange should definitely be built for WR Airport/Industrial Park/Williams Baptist University 
traffic, whether at County Rd 416 as shown at the map or at County Rd 408 (or, even better yet, along an eastward 
extension of Lawrence Rd 414, which would eliminate a potentially hazardous 90‐degree curve for drivers compared to 
Rd 408, be much closer to much of the area served compared to Rd 416, and minimize the potential environmental 
impact to Village Creek that an interchange directly at Rd 408 might cause. So, I think extending Rd 414 to meet the 
interstate could be the best solution there, perhaps. Very much looking forward to seeing this project completed‐‐ much 
needed!  
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Location Public Hearing, 2022 
 
 

November 13, 2022 – January 24, 2023 
 
 

Appendix N:  Page 114 of 590



PAGE 1 OF 9 Last Updated:  March 28, 2023
Future I-57

LOCATION PUBLIC HEARING 
December 13, 2022
Williams Baptist University
Moody Room
22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas

ARDOT JOB #100512
Walnut Ridge - Missouri State Line (Future I-57)
Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
November 13, 2022 - January 24, 2023

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT SYNOPSIS

Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), held Location Public Hearings in three different locations to present and discuss the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-57) 
connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. These Location Public Hearings also presented the 
Preferred Alternative for the project and solicited comments on the DEIS. Two project websites (in English and 
Spanish) were also published: Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com; Future57.es.TransportationPlanroom.com.

• A location public hearing was held Tuesday, December 13, 2022, from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. at Williams Baptist 
University (Moody Room), 22 McClellan Drive in Walnut Ridge.

• A location public hearing was held Wednesday, December 14, 2022, from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. at Pocahontas 
Community Center, 300 Geneva Drive in Pocahontas.

• A location public hearing was held Thursday, December 15, 2022, from 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the M.B. Ainley 
Community Center, 536 E. Elm Street, in Corning.   

These were open house meetings with no formal presentations. The hearings consisted of members of the public 
visiting the different exhibits and stations and talking with project team members. A public officials meeting was 
also held the same day prior to the hearing. Attendees were invited to view the exhibits and materials and talk 
directly with project team members.

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND COMMENT PERIODS

3 LOCATION PUBLIC HEARINGS 3,825 WEBSITE VISITORS

319 IN-PERSON ATTENDEES 101 COMMENTS RECEIVED

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT SNAPSHOT

LOCATION PUBLIC HEARING 
December 15, 2022
M.B. Ainley Community Center
Banquet Room
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, Arkansas

LOCATION PUBLIC HEARING 
December 14, 2022
Pocahontas Community Center
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, Arkansas
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Special efforts to involve the public in the hearings 
included the following:

• Legal ad placed in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette 
(November 13, 2022)

• DEIS available for public review in four locations 
(November 14, 2022)

 - Corning Public Library
 - Greene County Public Library
 - Lawrence County Public Library
 - Randolph County Public Library

• ARDOT news release published (November 14 and 
December 6, 2022)

• Letters with project map and notice flyer mailed 
and emailed to public officials (November 28-29, 
2022)

• Letters, notice flyer, and project map mailed and 
emailed to stakeholders (November 28-30, 2022)

• Notice flyer emailed to individuals interested in the 
project (November 29, 2022)

• Postcards mailed to property owners and 
members of the community interested in the project 
(November 28, 2022)

• Display ads placed in five newspapers 
 - The Times Dispatch  

(November 30 and December 7, 2022)
 - Pocahontas Star Herald  

(December 1 and December 8, 2022)
 - Clay County Courier  

(December 2 and December 9, 2022)
 - Paragould Daily Press  

(December 3 and December 10, 2022)
 - Arkansas Democrat Gazette  

(December 4 and December 11, 2022)

• Flyers hand-delivered in eleven cities and towns in 
the project area. Flyers were left at public locations 
(gas stations, USPS, churches, libraries, etc.) in each 
location (December 7, 2022)

• Public Service Announcement (PSA) ran on La Jefa 
99.3 FM (December 10 through December 15, 2022)

• Multiple rounds of outreach through various 
websites and social media platforms

The following materials were available for inspection 
and comment at the public hearings. All materials were 
also available on the project websites. Copies of the 
handouts, exhibits, and video slides are attached.

• Two identical Corridor Map roll plots on aerial 
photography showing the Preferred Alternative from 
Walnut Ridge to the Missouri State Line at a scale of 
1" = 1000'

• Why Are We Having This Meeting Exhibit Board 
explaining the purpose of the meeting and methods 
for public comment

• Purpose and Need Exhibit Board showing primary 
needs and the project purpose

• Screening Criteria Exhibit Board showing the 
alternative assesment process

• Environmental Impacts Table Exhibit Board 
showing resource catagories compared to main 
corridor and Missouri connector alternatives

• Preferred Alternative Exhibit Board showing why 
the preferred main alternative corridor and Missouri 
connector were identified and a typical section

• What’s Next? Exhibit Board explaining the process 
after the location public hearings 

• A five-minute repeating video with voiceover 
that provided a project overview (introductory 
presentation video)

• Interactive Project Maps with the ability to 
comment available on two tablets and one laptop/
large computer screen

• DEIS Report (9/2022), printed

• ARDOT Right-of-Way Procedures for Acquisition 
Report

• Exhibit boards with QR codes to view electronic 
versions of the sign-in sheet, project overview video, 
interactive map, project website, and comment form 

• Handouts for the public included a hearing packet 
and a summary sheet. The hearing packet contained 
project information, a comment form, and small-
scale map showing the location of the Preferred 
Alternative 

Last Updated:  March 28, 2023
Future I-57

METHODS OF OUTREACH MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

PAGE 2 OF 9
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Table 1 describes the participation data gathered from the public officials 
meetings, the in-person location public hearings, and the project websites.

Table 1 - Results of Participation

Public Participation Totals

Public Officials Meeting Attendees (December 13-15) 10

In-Person Location Public Hearing Attendees 
(December 13-15)

309

Staff Present at Hearings (December 13-15) 38

Attendees who Signed Website Register (English/Spanish) 38/0

Unique Visitors to the Website (English/Spanish) 3,825/12

Comment forms received (English/Spanish)* 50/0

Phone Calls/Letters/Emails received - no comment form 
(English/Spanish)

18/0

Interactive Map/Post-it Note on Roll Plot - no comment form 
(English/Spanish)

38/0

Project Website, English  
(November 13, 2022 – January 24, 2023)

Totals

Visits to the Website (Sessions) 4,932

Number of Website Pages Viewed (Pageviews) 11,635

Percent of Total Users Interacting with  
Mobile Devices/Tablets

61%

Project Website, Spanish  
(November 13, 2022 – January 24, 2023)

Totals

Visits to the Website (Sessions) 34

Number of Website Pages Viewed (Pageviews) 143

Percent of Total Users Interacting with Mobile  
Devices/Tablets 

0%

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND PROJECT WEBSITES

Public Hearing
Attendees

319

Unique Visitors to the 
Website

3,837

Comments
Received

101

Walnut Ridge  
Attendees

60

Pocahontas
Attendees

128

Corning
Attendees

131

PARTICIPATION 
AT A GLANCE

*Some comments were submitted in multiple forms (letter, comment form, 
email, etc.). If they were identical comments, they were only counted once.

PAGE 3 OF 9
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Bar Graph 1 describes the total page views and corresponding percentage 
based on each individual website page on the English Website.

PUBLIC HEARINGS & PROJECT WEBSITES

Hours Visitors Engaged
with the Site

169

Comments
Submitted Online

26

11,635 Pageviews

11K

WEBSITE 
AT A GLANCE

Online 
Registration

0 5010 20 30 40

Homepage

NOI

Introduction 
Video

Meeting 
Materials

Public 
Hearing 

Interactive 
Map

Percentage of Webpage Views

49.8%

1.1%

5.6%

4%

5.5%

30.5%

1.1%

Found website through 
Google search

35%

Peak Site Traffic in One Day 
11/15/2022

430

Found website through a 
direct link

28%

FAQs

Submit  
Comment 0.8%

2020 
Meeting 0.7%

0.9%

The Spanish Website had 12 unique visitors. The top five pages 
visited were the homepage (38.5%), FAQs (15.4%), exhibits/materials 
(8.4%), project presentation (7.7%), and submit a comment (7%).

PAGE 4 OF 9

Bar Graph 1 - Total Webpage Views
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Governmental 
Agency Letters

3

Last Updated:  March 28, 2023
Future I-57

Garver staff reviewed all comments received and evaluated their contents. 
The summary of comments listed below reflects the personal perception or 
opinion of the person or organization making the statement. The sequencing 
of the comments is random and is not intended to reflect importance 
or numerical values. Some of the comments were combined and/or 
paraphrased to simplify the synopsis process.

Bar Graph 2 describes the total comments received and corresponding 
generalized percentage based on if the comment expressed support, 
gave project suggestions, expressed opposition, or provided additional 
information regarding the Preferred Alternative. 

The following is a listing of comments received regarding this project:

Expressed Support

• The route looks fantastic and the interchange locations look like they will 
work too.

• Alternative 2 [Preferred Alternative] is the most practical and least 
disruptive route. 

• Avoids clay soils and drainage issues of Alternative 3.

• Less impact to land owners, residents, and businesses.

• Reduces devastating impacts of farmland acquisition and splitting farm 
operations.

• Route 2 is an okay route.

• It will be good to get big rigs out of Pocahontas.

• Happy with the current proposal.

• Support this highway system. Looking forward to seeing its completion.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Comments received during the 
public comment period, which 
ran from November 13, 2022 

through January 24, 2023

101

Interactive Map Comments

31

COMMENTS 
AT A GLANCE

Roll Plot Comments

7

Online Comment Forms

22

Paper Comment Forms

28

Letters/Emails/Phone Calls

18

0 15 30 45 60 75

Expressed 
Support 10

Expressed 
Opposition 12

Project 
Suggestions 63

Comments Received

Additional 
Information 16
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Expressed Support (cont.)

• Glad it will be further from the house then current 
Hwy. 67 and prior proposals. 

• Best decision out of the presented route options. 
Less occupied land and wetlands/river bottoms to 
cross.

• This is much needed in Corning to get traffic off of 
Hwy. 67. 

• Approve and support ARDOT’s Future I-57 
Project. Per the DEIS it will improve safety, reduce 
congestion, and improve freight mobility in 
Arkansas.

Project Suggestions

• Eight comments noted concern about greater 
flooding as it is already a flood area (Interactive 
map comment 3).  

• Seven comments requested that the Randolph/
Lawrence County interchange be moved to 
Lawrence 408 Road (Interactive map comments 20, 
23, 24, 25, and 26).

• Seven comments suggested the better route is 
Alternative 3.

• Five comments suggested an overpass (two lane) 
for CR 152 for agricultural products and equipment.

• Four comments stated concerns of disruptiving  
wildlife and natural areas.

• Three comments mentioned needing an exit at 
Hwy. 90. This will keep 304 for EMS services and put 
trucks on Hwy. 90 and allow for emergency access.

• Three comments requested an overpass on CR 612 
for farmers and farm-related businesses.

• Three comments requested an overpass for CR 143 
(two lane) for agricultural products and equipment.

• Three comments requested an overpass for CR 139 
(two lane) for agricultural products and equipment. 

• Three comments requested an overpass on CR 154.

• Three comments suggested compensation for 
impacted farm drainage, irrigation (underground 
pipe), and wells that will need to be constructed for 
split farms.

• Three comments noted the location of agricultural/
private airstrips that would no longer be usable 
because of the Preferred Alternative (Interactive 
map comments 15-16).

• Three comments stated destruction of leveled and 
irrigated farmland.

• Three comments expressed concern over utility 
impacts and access to personal property.

• Two comments stated negative impacts to irrigation 
pipes and outlets. 

• Two comments stated negative impacts to personal 
property value with close proximity to Future I-57.

• Two comments stated need for property access to 
farms with split properties. 

• Two comments requested a Fender Road overpass.

• Two comments requested an overpass on Hwy. 90.

• Two comments suggested shifting the Duck Levee 
Road exchange north approximately 8,000 feet to 
improve access south of the interstate and lessen 
runoff impact to the wetlands and waterfowl.

• Two comments suggested building the section 
between Cherokee Bay and Hwy. 304 due to heavy 
traffic on the bridges there. The road on top of 
the levee is a dangerous section of highway for 
the farmers as drivers become impatient and 
conditions become hazardous. 

• Move the alignment northwest to avoid a well 
(Interactive map comment 14). 

• An interchange for SH 90 (major roadway) rather 
the CR 416 (Interactive map comment 7).

• Keeping CR 131 open is imperative as CR 131 south 
of this area and CR 116 become impassable due 
to flooding from the Black River or heavy rains 
(Interactive map comment 28).

• More expensive then expanding current Hwy. 67.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

PAGE 6 OF 9

Appendix N:  Page 120 of 590



Last Updated:  March 28, 2023
Future I-57

Project Suggestions (cont.)

• Two irrigation pipelines and multiple irrigation 
risers are crossed by Future I-57. It will isolate the 
rest of the farm from its Current River surface water 
irrigation source (Interactive map comment 29). 

• Property is located along the Preferred Alternative 
and there is concern about the proximity and 
safety. If the property is not set for relocation, can 
it be considered for relocation (767 Hwy. 34, Walnut 
Ridge)? Further questions were asked regarding 
ARDOT relocation process and timeline. 

• The project must provide north and south access on 
Skaggs Ferry Road (Interactive map comment 31).

• The location of grain bins were noted and concern 
about accessing them if the interchange at Hwy. 67 
is constructed (Interactive map comment 27).

• Shift the interstate south to avoid family farmhouse 
(willing to give up newer home) and minimize land 
impact (576 CR 125, Corning, AR).

• Concern about the distance between the pilings 
crossing the levee, specifically the levee by Hwy. 
304.

• Keep the area as close to the natural lay of the land 
for the sake of the wildlife by streamlining the road 
from Walnut Ridge to Corning and deviating around 
Schaffer’s Eddy and Datto access.

• Concern about ARDOT returning affected areas to 
farming condition to recoup some of the acres lost.

• Need clearance room for using equipment for 
loading and unloading grain bins (Interactive map 
comment 19).

• Move the alignment due north to avoid splitting the 
farm and making a portion unfarmable (Interactive 
map comment 17).

• Connect to Hwy. 67 north of the projected route in 
the area of Cherokee Bay curve to avoid historical 
farm.

• Requested fair market value for the land that is 
being taken.

• An overpass at Randolph and Lawrence county line. 

• Suggested moving the eastern turn in the interstate, 
south of Hwy. 304 near Pocahontas, to the west and 
closer to Pocahontas. Also, commented concern on 
having two interchanges near Biggers and Reyno. 

• Moving the interstate across the creek (south) to 
allow the farmland to not be bisected (905 Lawnbird 
Road, Biggers, AR).

• Concern over the condition of existing Hwy. 67 from 
heavy truck traffic and maintenance after I-57 is 
completed.

• Turnaround spots every 2-3 miles along I-57 to 
minimize EMS delayed response time.

• Shift interstate slightly south to align more with the 
southern border of property to maximize property 
access, irrigation, and drainage (Brimnage Road).

• Proposed interstate should go west of current Hwy. 
67 to allow for continued use of welcome center.

• Concern over proximity of I-57 to personal property 
(380 Quapa Trail).

• Suggested using I-30 as the designation for this 
roadway allowing Memphis and St. Louis to stay 
control cities for I-57.  

• A comment stated that it’s a political decision and 
makes more sense to use Alternative 3. 

• Suggested a better route would be Walnut Ridge to 
Jones Ridge (east of Delaplain) to Walnut Grove to 
McDougal to Qulin to Dudley rather then crossing 
the Black River.

• Shift the alignment west along Gum Stump Road to 
avoid splitting the farm (Interactive map comment 
21). This would be more easily achieved if the 
Randolph/Lawrence County interchange is moved 
south to Lawrence 408 Road (Interactive map 
comment 22). 

• Disappointed to bypass Hwy. 67 and Corning and 
concerned about what would happen to the town.

• Will there be service roads along the northern part 
of the interstate?

PUBLIC COMMENTS
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Expressed Opposition 

• Eight comments stated destruction of farmland. 

• Five comments stated it would be destructive 
economically.

• Four comments stated it is very costly. 

• Three comments stated it would be disruptive to  
wildlife and natural areas.

• Three comments noted the Preferred Alternative 
will increase greater flooding as it is already a flood 
area.  

• Two comments mentioned having to pay capital 
gains taxes for property that ARDOT acquires. 

• Two comments stated that Alternative 3 is the 
better route. 

• Too close to family cemeteries, local landmarks, and 
two gas plants.

• We do not need I-57 for many reasons. 

• Not wanted by area residents as it is disruptive and 
inconvenient.

• Suggested using the existing Hwy. 67 and expanding 
it rather then building the new interstate.

• Noted the location of agricultural/private airstrips 
that would no longer be usable because of the 
Preferred Alternative.

• Negative impacts to irrigation pipes and outlets. 

• Sad to see the the town of Pocahontas die. 

• Concern over access to property split by the 
Preferred Alternative.

• Century Farm will be destroyed by Future I-57 
splitting the farm and devastating it physically and 
economically.

• It will take major fill to build a highway through 
these low lying properties

Additional Information

• Five comments noted cemetery locations along the 
Preferred Alternative (Interactive map comments 
9-13).

• Four comments noted the location of irrigation 
wells (Interactive map comments 18, 33, 35, and 36).

• Two comments noted the location of an irrigation 
well and pipeline (Interactive map comments 30 
and 34).

• The home located at 767 Hwy. 34 in Walnut Ridge 
was showing up on the interactive map in Randolph 
County rather then Lawrence County where it is 
located next to the Preferred Alternative. They were 
wanting this fixed (Interactive map comment 8).

• Lots of participation in Corning and the room was 
crowded. 

• Luttrell Cemetery and Lawnbird Cemetery were 
noted as possibly being impacted by the Preferred 
Alternative.

• The project has taken way to long and money could 

have been saved if it was completed sooner.

• Grossly underestimated the cost of Alternate 2. 

• Would have preferred a formal presentation and 
question-and-answer period. The available maps 
and other material were informative. 

• Noted location of irrigation well, pipeline, two grain 
bins, and a shed (Interactive map comment 32).

• Disappointed to bypass Hwy. 67 and Corning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Six comments were recieved after the comment 
period ended. The project team addressed these 
comments. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
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Governmental Agency Letters

• Arkansas Department of Energy and
Environment, Division of Environmental Quality
For environmental compliance to be achieved
several permits and authorizations will need to be
acquired throughout this project’s construction.
Appropriate Best Management Practices should be
used during construction to ensure the protection
of the water quality and prevent future impacts or
impairment of the receiving waters. All waste from
the project must be disposed of properly.

- A Construction Stormwater General Permit
ARR150000 - If disturbing one (1) acre or more
of land

- Short-Term Activity Authorization (STAA) - Work
in Waters of the State

- Non-stormwater Hydrostatic Testing General
Permit ARG670000 - For any water utilities to
be relocated

• United States Environmental Protection Agency
Permits and Authorizations

- Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404 Permit -
Placement of dredge and fill material

- CWA Section 401 Water Quality Certification
- National Pollutant Discharge Effluent System

(NPDES) Permit (consult Missouri and Arkansas
state agencies as necessary)

• United States Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey noted the location of four
(4) active ground water wells in the area of the
Preferred Alternative. These locations are to be
safeguarded. The USGS Lower Mississippi-Gulf
Water Science Center should be contacted and
given sufficient advance notice before construction
near these sites.

• State Clearinghouse documents were also
received

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Attachments (six separate PDF documents contain the following): 

I57_PH2022_DispositionofCommentsWithResponses
• Copies of Submitted Comments and Responses

I57_PH2022_DispositionofCommentsWithResponses_PostCommentPeriod
• Copies of Submitted Comments and Responses

I57_PH2022_SynopsisAttachments_AgencyLetters
• Copies of Submitted Governmental Agency Letters and Responses

I57_PH2022_SynopsisAttachments_Outreach
• Public Hearing Outreach
• Outreach Materials

• Screenshots of Public Hearing Website
• Website Analytics Report

I57_PH2022_SynopsisAttachments_HearingMaterials
• Public Hearing Materials
• Copies of Hearing Sign-In Sheets

• Small-Scale Copies of Hearing Materials
• Hearing Pictures

I57_PH2022_SynopsisAttachments_Spanish
• Outreach Materials (Spanish)
• Screenshots of Public Hearing Website (Spanish)

• Website Analytics Report (Spanish)
• Small-Scale Copies of Hearing Materials (Spanish)

SUMMARY OF ATTACHMENTS
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Location Public Hearing Public Disposition of Comments 
Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-57) Connection in Clay, Green, 
Lawrence, and Randolph Counties 
ARDOT Job 100512 

Page 1 of 53 

  

Commentor 
Comment  
Method 

Comments Response 

1. Anonymous 
Post-it Note 
on Roll Plot 

Co. Rd. Overpass (Location – Lawrence 612 Rd) Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. During the early stages of final 
design, ARDOT will determine which local roads 
will be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on 
them as well as proximity to other crossings. 

2. Anonymous 
Post-it Note 
on Roll Plot 

Overpass (Location – Fender Rd.) Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. During the early stages of final 
design, ARDOT will determine which local roads 
will be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on 
them as well as proximity to other crossings. 

3. Anonymous 
Post-it Note 
on Roll Plot 

Overpass (Location – Hwy. 90) Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. During the early stages of final 
design, ARDOT will determine which local roads 
will be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on 
them as well as proximity to other crossings. 

4. Anonymous 
Post-it Note 
on Roll Plot 

CR 152 Overpass Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. During the early stages of final 
design, ARDOT will determine which local roads 
will be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on 
them as well as proximity to other crossings.  

5. Anonymous 
Post-it Note 
on Roll Plot 

Overpass CR 154 Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. During the early stages of final 
design, ARDOT will determine which local roads 
will be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on 
them as well as proximity to other crossings. 
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6. Anonymous 
Post-it Note 
on Roll Plot 

Agricultural overpass (Location – CR 152) Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. During the early stages of final 
design, ARDOT will determine which local roads 
will be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on 
them as well as proximity to other crossings. 
Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins. 

7. Anonymous 
Post-it Note 
on Roll Plot 

Agricultural overpass (Location CR 154) Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. During the early stages of final 
design, ARDOT will determine which local roads 
will be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on 
them as well as proximity to other crossings. 
Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins. 

8. Anonymous 
Online 
Form 

Totally against covering more farmland and wildlife 
areas with concrete it will take major fill to build a 
highway through these low lying properties This is 
valuable land that these people have worked their 
whole lives to acquire 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

9. LD Abbott 
Comment 

Form 

I had expected a structured meeting, with a 
presentation of available information, including a 
question-and-answer period, rather than an informal 
open-house forum. Having moved here from out-of-
state twenty years ago, I’m still not familiar with 
many local concerns, and was hoping a more 
formal meeting would have allowed me to become 
more familiar with them, from hearing different 
questions.  

Since becoming disabled some fifteen years ago, 
I’m not able to get around as well as I used to, so I 
was not able to mingle effectively. Therefore, I was 
not able to garner as much information from other 
attendees’ comments. 

I recognize that this proposed stretch of highway 
improvement likely won’t benefit me in my lifetime, 
therefore I doubted I would have little to offer in the 

Thank you for your comment and for attending 
the Public Hearing. All input gathered at the 
Public Hearing will be summarized in the 
Disposition of Comments, which will become 
part of the public record. 

An informal, open-house forum was used 
because it has been found to be more inclusive 
and is more likely to encourage public feedback 
and discussion. Many members of the public 
are not comfortable standing up in front of a 
large audience to ask a question. Additionally, 
the open-house forum provides individuals with 
the opportunity to talk privately with a project 
team member or to talk within a group. 

Special communication or accommodation 
needs under the Americans with Disabilities Act 
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way of real critique. But the available maps and 
other material were informative. 

The personnel present seemed to be 
knowledgeable, answering individual questions, 
from what I could glean overhearing conversations. 

(ADA) were available for the Public Hearings 
upon request. 

10.  Mark Ahrent 
Comment 

Form 

1. Let me start by saying I think this is a very poor 
route selection. To me, there is a much more direct 
route. If this route stayed on the west side of the 
existing Hwy. 67 it would save construction costs as 
well as travel time for all the traffic in the years to 
come. This would also allow for continued use of a 
very nice welcome center that cost in excess of 1 
million dollars, if the route stays as planned now. If 
the route is unchanged the welcome center will be 
abandoned because you will take traffic away from 
it and no one will get off at the proposed 
interchange at the Arkansas Missouri Stateline site 
and take time to go out of there way to use the nice 
facility. I farm beside the Welcome Center and 
watch travelers use this center to rest and to walk 
there pets. And added to these features is a place 
where people can learn more about the state of 
Arkansas and the many, many attractions that this 
state has to offer. It will be wasted along with the 1 
million dollars plus that it took to construct it. 
Taxpayer dollars wasted would not happen if route 
is moved closer. 

2. This poor route selection will take away a 
valuable aerial ag service to the immediate 
community by crossing the flying service’s 2 
runways (north/south and east/west) that are in use 
here. Thus, making the ag community here find 
other more expensive options for getting crop 
protection inputs applied by air. 

The proposed route is also going to be placed on 
top of the Cypress Ditch and the Moark Ditch, two 
major drainage ditches that will have to be 
relocated. This again drives up the construction cost 
and puts the interstate in low ground areas that are 
prone to frequent flooding throughout the year. All 
of this could be avoided by keeping the interstate on 
the west side of existing Hwy. 62. 

3. Moving on south along the proposed route there 
seems to be more poor route selection again. When 
the proposed interstate crosses existing Hwy 67 
between the Fish Hatchery and the Corning Farm 
Supply location, the route turns and goes southwest 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

1. The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 2 and 
C) was identified because it provides better 
access to Pocahontas, Randolph County, and 
existing Highway 67, has greater public support, 
and has less farm impacts. Based on our 
analysis, Alternative 2 results in fewer impacts 
to farmers (i.e., fewer split farms, landowner 
impacts, and impacts to active cropland) and 
additionally has fewer relocations, impacts to 
levees, impacts to wooded areas, and impacts 
to streams compared with Alternative 3. The 
addition of signage on Future I-57 directing 
users to the welcome center would be 
considered during final design. 

2. After additional investigation into an 
alignment shift to the east, it was determined 
that avoidance of these airstrips, or at least 
providing 2,200 feet of the north-south airstrip, 
is not practicable due to the constraints imposed 
by the interchange location to the southwest 
and by the properties to the north. 

With regard to a route west of Highway 62 
(presuming you mean Alternative 3), see 
response to #1. 

3. The highway will be designed to meet 
ARDOT, FHWA, and FEMA standards for 
drainage. Culverts and bridges will be designed 
to convey flow efficiently from one side of the 
highway to the other without causing impactful 
flood water surface elevations upstream. 
Roadway drainage such as inlets, pipes, and 
ditches will be designed to outfall to existing 
streams without increasing downstream flows. 
Drainage analysis and design techniques will 
account for the special challenges of flat 
topography within the highway corridor. 
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in between Current River and the Black River and 
crosses the Black River on the east side of 
Pocahontas. This route puts a large portion of the 
interstate in an area that is frequently flooded by the 
two rivers. This particular area is also where the 
Black River levee will have to be crossed. And this 
is the area where the levee has been breached 
several times in recent history. By choosing this 
route, the interstate will have to be built on piles to 
allow for adequate flow of flood waters to pass 
through to prevent causing longer and more 
flooding back upstream that will cause more 
hardships to people’s lives and property. This will 
also increase the cost of construction of this 
roadway tremendously. By changing the route to 
crossover, the Black River upstream between 
Corning and the north end of the Dave Donald 
WMA, this would take the interstate over to the 
Knobel side and then continue down the west side 
of the Union Pacific Railroad tracks to the merging 
point of the existing interstate at Walnut Ridge, a 
much more practical and cheaper route to 
construct. Also. much less destructive to the lives of 
the people and their property in the path of this 
project and I think a more responsible way of having 
less impact on the environment as well as the 
wildlife here. Definitely less impact on the area’s 
wetlands. By moving the route in the places I have 
mentioned, from the ARK Mo Stateline all the way 
to Walnut Ridge really needs to be considered. 
Less cost, less intrusive, and more logical. I have 
heard many other citizens make this same 
argument to make this be the preferred route of the 
future interstate. Not the one that is proposed now 
as shown on the accompanying map. 

I did not mean for my comments to be contentious 
or abrasive. I’m just sharing my observations and 
opinions with anyone who will take time to look at 
and learn more about these suggestions and 
understand my concerns.  

**Attached map is included with original submitted 
comment located in PDF I57_PH2022_Comments. 

The Black River Levee will not be diminished 
due to the construction of I-57. Any work around 
the levee will involve maintaining the existing 
levee, coordination with the US Army Corps of 
Engineers, and the Levee Board so that there 
are no negative impacts. 

With regard to a route passing by Knobel 
(presuming you mean Alternative 3), see 
response to #1. 

Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins. 

11. Michael 
Ahrent 

Comment 
Form 

My farm shop is located at the intersection of Hwy 
67-CR151 and CR152 north of Corning. I-57 will be 
about half a mile west of my shop. 

1. It will separate the shop from the bulk of the farm. 
It would be very helpful to me and several other 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  
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farming operations to have an agricultural overpass 
on CR152. This would also benefit several 
homeowners in this area. 

2. I am also concerned about the condition of 
existing highway 67. It is showing signs of the 
heavy truck traffic. By the time I-57 is built it will be 
in bad shape. Will it be repaired and maintained 
after I-57 is completed? 

1. During the early stages of final design, 
ARDOT will determine which local roads will be 
severed versus having an overpass / underpass 
based on the amount of traffic on them as well 
as proximity to other crossings. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired, additional design will 
be completed. Additional public involvement will 
be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. 

2. Existing Highway 67 will continue to be 
maintained by ARDOT. 

12. Aaron 
Andrews 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 26 

Is it possible to get the interchange here so it's 
closer to industrial park/airport/college? 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

Interchange locations were guided by several 
factors including access to populous areas, 
minimum spacing between interchanges, and 
input from public and state officials. After 
additional consideration, ARDOT determined 
revision of the Preferred Alternative to address 
this comment was not practical. Revision of the 
interchange location would increase floodplain 
impacts, result in hydraulic issues, and inflict 
additional and new impacts, including farmland 
splits, to other surrounding property owners. 
Additionally, relocation of the interchange to 
Lawrence Road 408 would require multiple 90 
degree curves in order to connect back to 
existing Hwy. 67 while the existing interchange 
location on Lawrence Road 416 allows for direct 
access to Hwy. 67. 

13. Alice M. 
Bagley 

Comment 
Form 

Am happy with current proposal. Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

14.  Alexander & 
Tiffany Baltz 

Email 

(They also 
submitted 

an identical 
on-line 
form) 

My name is Alexander Baltz, and I am writing in 
reference to the Future I-57 Walnut Ridge to 
Missouri State Line project. I own roughly 80 acres 
of agricultural land and wetland forest that will be 
impacted by the proposed right of way. Below I 
have listed some comments regarding my 
perception of these impacts. I have also included 
annotated screenshots of the area. 

The primary access to the property is along 
Brimnage road, which borders the property to the 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

The splitting of the farmland tracts was 
minimized to the extent possible. Additionally, 
due to the lack of forested tracts present within 
the region, impacts to wooded areas were 
avoided where possible. 
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East. This is currently 0.5 miles from Highway 67 
and all farming operations are conducted along this 
road as well as a field road along the southern 
edge. This field road also provides access to a 
staging area and grain bins near the southwest 
corner of the property and neighboring fields to the 
south. 

From an agricultural standpoint, the 80 acres is 
comprised of three precision leveled fields that 
produce, rice, soybeans, and peanuts. The sole 
source of irrigation is a well that sits on the south 
side of the property. There is also a well slightly 
west of this that provides irrigation to the 
neighboring landowner’s fields to the south. The 
southwest 4 acres of the property are mature 
hardwood forest in a low lying wetland. This affords 
habitat for native wildlife including whitetail deer as 
well as migratory waterfowl. In turn, this allows for 
hunting of wild game. The property is currently 
leased during winter months for this purpose. The 
natural drainage of the farm is supplied by a ditch 
that runs along the north and west borders of the 
farm. The lower elevations of the farm are flooded 
nearly every year by waters from both the Black and 
Current Rivers. During the flood of record in 2017, 
the highest point of the property was submerged by 
more than 3 feet of water. Utilities for the property 
include electricity and telephone service. The farm 
is traversed by buried natural gas transmission lines 
from both Mississippi River Transmission and 
Natural Gas Pipeline Company of America. There is 
also an old homestead along the eastern side with 
ornamental flowers and numerous pecan trees, one 
of which is quite large and unique in shape, and 
easily over one hundred years old. The same fertile 
soil that yields good crops of rice, soybeans and 
peanuts also yields heavy crops of pecans annually. 

Naturally, to maintain a viable farming operation, I 
must keep full access, irrigation, and drainage to 
the property. In today’s economy, no farming 
operation can be successful with small, irregular 
fields.  

1. In my humble opinion, if the right of way could be 
shifted slightly to the south to align more with the 
southern border of my property, it would leave a 
larger, contiguous piece of ground, the impact to the 
farmland would be minimized and the old 
homestead would be spared. According to the right 

1. Shifting the alignment further to the south 
would result in large impacts to forested 
wetlands within the Dave Donaldson Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA). This WMA was 
intentionally avoided.  

Financial compensation for impacts to irrigation 
wells will be negotiated with ARDOT during the 
right-of-way acquisition process. You can 
reference ARDOT’s Right-of-Way Procedures 
for Acquisition by clicking the link or finding it on 
the website for more information. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired, additional design will 
be completed. Additional public involvement will 
be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. 
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of way maps, I believe the irrigation wells will have 
to be replaced regardless. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

15. Gregory  
Baltz 

Online 
Form 

1. Your project will bisect at least six fields which I 
own through Natural Flyway Farm LLC and as 
many as 24 fields which I lease through Running 
Lake Farms. It will leave many sections unprofitable 
to operate. 

2. It will also increase risks of flooding loss along 
the Current and Black rivers unless extreme caution 
is used to mitigate flood flows. Although you predict 
enhanced economic benefits to the area, this could 
be significantly diminished through the removal of 
highly productive farm land, the inefficiencies of 
farming disconnected triangular remnants, and the 
uncertainty of an adequate design in the floodplain. 
Our area's agriculture plays a significant role in the 
economic wellbeing of our communities. Adverse 
weather, inflated input costs and stagnant 
commodity prices have left many farmers at higher 
risks. 

3. The challenges and costs of operating modern 
farming equipment around a roadway they cannot 
even access, is a burden that must be evaluated 
and shared by society. 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

1. With regard to bisecting farmland, farmland 
splits were avoided and minimized where 
possible; however, avoidance of all splits was 
not possible. 

2. With regard to flooding concerns, a detailed 
hydrologic and hydraulic study will be required 
for final design. The highway will be designed to 
meet ARDOT, FHWA, and FEMA standards for 
drainage. Culverts and bridges will be designed 
to convey flow efficiently from one side of the 
highway to the other without causing impactful 
flood water surface elevations upstream. 
Roadway drainage such as inlets, pipes, and 
ditches will be designed to outfall to existing 
streams without increasing downstream flows. 
Drainage analysis and design techniques will 
account for the special challenges of flat 
topography within the highway corridor. 

3. With regard to access concerns, along with 
the development of design details, a detailed 
frontage road access study will be done in the 
future to make sure access to all parts of your 
property is maintained. If access cannot be 
provided or is cost prohibitive, ARDOT would 
compensate for the loss of the inaccessible 
areas. Before any right-of-way is acquired, 
additional design will be completed. Additional 
public involvement will be offered before right-
of-way acquisition begins. 

16. Gregory  
Baltz 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 29 

Project enters Natural Flyway Farms running 
northeast for 3/4 of a mile taking 36 acres. It 
crosses two irrigation pipelines and multiple 
irrigation risers.  It isolates this 1600 acre farm from 
its surface water irrigation source on Current River. 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

Financial compensation for impacts to pipelines 
and ditches will be negotiated with ARDOT 
during the right-of-way acquisition process. 
Financial compensation for other farmland 
impacts or to return affected areas to farming 
condition will also be negotiated with ARDOT 
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during the right-of-way acquisition process. You 
can reference ARDOT’s Right-of-Way 
Procedures for Acquisition by clicking the link or 
finding it on the website for more information. 

17. Gregory  
Baltz 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 30 

Project reenters Natural Flyway Farm LLC and 
travels 3/10 northeast taking 13 acres. It affects an 
irrigation well and pipeline. 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

Financial compensation for impacts to pipelines 
and wells will be negotiated with ARDOT during 
the right-of-way acquisition process. Financial 
compensation for other farmland impacts or to 
return affected areas to farming condition will 
also be negotiated with ARDOT during the right-
of-way acquisition process. You can reference 
ARDOT’s Right-of-Way Procedures for 
Acquisition by clicking the link or finding it on the 
website for more information. Before any right-
of-way is acquired, additional design will be 
completed. Additional public involvement will be 
offered before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

18. Gregory  
Baltz 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 31 

The project must provide means for farm equipment 
access both north and south along Skaggs Ferry 
Road. 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

During the early stages of final design, ARDOT 
will determine which local roads will be severed 
versus having an overpass / underpass based 
on the amount of traffic on them as well as 
proximity to other crossings. Before any right-of-
way is acquired, additional design will be 
completed. Additional public involvement will be 
offered before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

19. Gregory  
Baltz 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 32 

Irrigation well and pipeline. Two grain bins and 
shed. 

 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

Financial compensation for impacts to personal 
property structures will be negotiated with 
ARDOT during the right-of-way acquisition 
process. Financial compensation for other 
farmland impacts or to return affected areas to 
farming condition will also be negotiated with 
ARDOT during the right-of-way acquisition 
process. You can reference ARDOT’s Right-of-
Way Procedures for Acquisition by clicking the 
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffuture57vms.blob.core.windows.net%2Fuploads%2F6364d460-16aa-4d08-8980-d40e85a35fa3-ARDOT_ROW.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CPublicInvolvement%40garverusa.com%7C2f567d1955f34c31f2e408dad3220803%7C010ef57c44e0467981fca39704ee3f36%7C0%7C0%7C638054440356054711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kWFQd7yIu10T3O8UK%2FXKlDQRLveucbnZHp%2BLQYQCOQo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffuture57vms.blob.core.windows.net%2Fuploads%2F6364d460-16aa-4d08-8980-d40e85a35fa3-ARDOT_ROW.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CPublicInvolvement%40garverusa.com%7C2f567d1955f34c31f2e408dad3220803%7C010ef57c44e0467981fca39704ee3f36%7C0%7C0%7C638054440356054711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kWFQd7yIu10T3O8UK%2FXKlDQRLveucbnZHp%2BLQYQCOQo%3D&reserved=0
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link or finding it on the website for more 
information. Before any right-of-way is acquired, 
additional design will be completed. Additional 
public involvement will be offered before right-
of-way acquisition begins. 

20. Gregory  
Baltz 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 33 

Irrigation well Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. This well is not identified as 
being directly impacted. 

21. Gregory  
Baltz 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 34 

Irrigation well and pipeline. Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. This well has been identified as 
being directly impacted. 

22. Gregory  
Baltz 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 35 

Irrigation well Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. This well has been identified as 
being directly impacted. 

23. Gregory  
Baltz 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 36 

Irrigation well Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. This well has been identified as 
being directly impacted. 

24. Kevin Barnes Email 

Of course, as a commerce I hate to see this happen 
to Pocahontas. Sad to see the town die and we all 
know what this will do to it 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

According to U.S. Department of Transportation 
(USDOT) studies (Keane, 1996), a region's 
industrial and employment base is closely tied 
to the quality of the transportation system. The 
importance of interstate highways to increased 
economic opportunities is shown to be greater 
when new highways are located in an area 
where there are currently no or limited high-
quality transportation facilities. As discussed by 
FHWA (1996), while there are many factors 
impacting economic activities in a region, 
interstate highways are economically important 
because dependable transportation systems 
allow businesses to receive inputs to production 
facilities and to transport finished goods to 
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market in an efficient manner. An efficient 
transportation system allows companies to 
lower transportation costs, which lowers 
production costs and enhances productivity and 
profits. 

25. Carl & Nanda 
Barrow 

Comment 
Form 

1. Farmland is hard to come by. Family farms have 
been in families for generations. There has been a 
lot of hard work improving the soil, the planting of 
crops, and the harvesting; all in the interest of 
improving production. Farmers feed the world and 
we are on the verge of a severe food shortage. 

2. It seems to us that making use of a rebuilt 
highway 67 with two new lanes would be a better 
choice. Just an additional two new lanes would 
need to be added instead of four thereby saving 
more crop land. Perhaps the real solution has not 
been found. We are opposed to corridor 2 as it 
stands. Thanks for your many hours of work. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

1. With regard to farmland soils, the project will 
comply with the Farmland Protection Policy Act 
(FPPA) of 1981. The USDA, through NRCS, 
administers the FPPA to ensure that federal 
programs minimize unnecessary and 
irreversible conversion of these important soil 
types to non-agricultural uses. Project impacts 
on Important Farmland have been quantified by 
NRCS, a NEPA cooperating agency on this 
project. To help determine the extent of project-
related farmland impacts, each action 
alternative was preliminarily evaluated with the 
Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form 
(NRCS Form CPA 106) using a weighted 
average (per NRCS direction). A finalized 
Farmland Conversion Rating Form would be 
completed and submitted to NRCS for the 
Preferred Alternative in the FEIS/ROD. 

2. Alternative 1, which is most similar to the 
rebuild of Highway 67 that you mention, was 
initially considered. While Alternative 1 would 
adequately address the purpose and need, it 
was dropped from further consideration for 
numerous reasons that are listed in the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). Some 
of the more substantial reasons are that 
Alternative 1 would displace substantially more 
homes, businesses, and agricultural buildings 
than Alternatives 2 or 3 and it would impact 
substantially more cultural resources, 
hazardous sites, and would negatively impact 
local road access and property access along 
existing Highway 67. 

26. Chris Bounds 
Online 
Form 

Out of the route options presented the one chosen 
makes the most sense. Less occupied land to deal 
with, and less wetlands/river bottom to cross. I think 
this was the best decision. 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 
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27. Greg Brady 
Comment 

Form 

An overpass on County Road 612 in Lawrence 
County would be very helpful for many farmers and 
farm-related businesses. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. During the early stages of final 
design, ARDOT will determine which local roads 
will be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on 
them as well as proximity to other crossings. 

28. Billy Briney 
Comment 

Form 

There needs to be an overpass on Co Rd 154 so 
that I can get from my house with farm equipment to 
our farms in Missouri and farm ground in the 
community of MOARK. 
 
This I57 is much needed in our area to get the 
traffic off of 67. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. Along with the development of 
design details, a detailed frontage road access 
study will be done in the future to make sure 
access by individuals and farm equipment is 
maintained. Once the project enters the design 
phase, ARDOT will determine if Co. Rd. 154 will 
be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on it 
as well as proximity to other crossings. Before 
any right-of-way is acquired, additional design 
will be completed. Additional public involvement 
will be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. 

29. Curtis Brown 
Comment 

Form 

Support this Hwy system. Looking forward to seeing 
its completion. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

30. Don R. 
Brown 

Online 
Form 

Sure appears to me that a better route would be 
Walnut Ridge to Jones Ridge (east of Delaplaine) to 
Walnut Grove to McDougal to Qulin to Dudley. Why 
cross Black River? 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

A full range of preliminary alternatives was 
initially considered. The Preferred Alternative 
was identified through a thorough environmental 
study of the alternatives. All alternatives must 
cross the Black River. 

31. Mitch Brown Email 

As a third-generation farmer, landowner, and now a 
landlord of my land which I have acquired and also 
my parents land which we are a century farm. I to 
list my concerns about bringing I57 route by design 
alternate 2. I will try to be brief and we was ask to. 

1. Current river which starts in Missouri 184 miles 
north of the mouth of Current near Pocahontas. Its 
drainage basin is almost 1.7 million acres according 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

1. The highway will be designed to meet 
ARDOT, FHWA, and FEMA standards for 
drainage. Culverts and bridges will be designed 
to convey flow efficiently from one side of the 
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to google. In Clay and Randolph County and some 
in southern Missouri to my estimate with the help of 
google about 80000 acres that floods. Over the last 
several years I have seen a increase of the 
frequency and intense flooding. I have noticed no 
two floods are the same since I have live of my life 
64 years. Farming 50 years on near and on the 
banks of Current river. Your meetings I have attend 
2 in past year have no answer or plans how you’re 
going to combat the challenge of floods and to 
prevent the hwy from making them worst in the 
future. Show me the plans how you’re going to 
handle the water issue from near the gas plant 
curve to few miles south of Pocahontas. I don’t see 
how bridges or even a bridge on piers won’t affect 
us in the flood plain area, the water must have 
without restrictions to allow water to travel east up 
the Black River cause no way Pocahontas south 
can’t handle the magnitude flow of the water of 
current river from the hills of Missouri. 

2. Economic impacts, I see the economic lost to 
agriculture in this 80000 acre area will be far greater 
than the economic gain for Pocahontas. How can 
you prove me wrong. 

3. Your display show route 2 disrupting less people. 
Do you consider a single landowner may have 15 
tracts of land you possibly effecting. Is that one 
landowner or is that single landowner counted 15 
times? 

4. Value of the cost of property and loss agriculture 
revenue potential Pocahontas vs Knobel routes. I’m 
sure land value and crop yields are considerably 
different with Pocahontas route being the greatest. 

In conclusion cause I could keep going on with a 
number of points I have not mention. Therefore. I 
welcome a phone call or even a meeting at my farm 
or in Little Rock preferably my farm where I could 
show u how recent floods has affected my farm and 
land around the area. 

highway to the other without causing impactful 
flood water surface elevations upstream. 
Roadway drainage such as inlets, pipes, and 
ditches will be designed to outfall to existing 
streams without increasing downstream flows. 
Drainage analysis and design techniques will 
account for the special challenges of flat 
topography within the highway corridor. 

2. According to U.S. Department of 
Transportation (USDOT) studies (Keane, 1996), 
a region's industrial and employment base is 
closely tied to the quality of the transportation 
system. The importance of interstate highways 
to increased economic opportunities is shown to 
be greater when new highways are located in 
an area where there are currently no or limited 
high-quality transportation facilities. As 
discussed by FHWA (1996), while there are 
many factors impacting economic activities in a 
region, interstate highways are economically 
important because dependable transportation 
systems allow businesses to receive inputs to 
production facilities and to transport finished 
goods to market in an efficient manner. An 
efficient transportation system allows 
companies to lower transportation costs, which 
lowers production costs and enhances 
productivity and profits. 

3. Landowners were counted a single time 
regardless of how many tracts or acres they 
own. 

4. Estimated right-of-way costs for agricultural 
lands utilized established value per acre 
estimates provided by ARDOT. The same value 
per acre (i.e., land value) was used for both 
alternatives. 

32. Zack Brown 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 3 

You can see in this picture that this road will run 
through floodwater. I sure hope y'all add enough 
relief bridges and places flood water can get where 
it wants to go and not build a levee and hold it 
deeper on the people and farm ground to the north 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

The highway will be designed to meet ARDOT, 
FHWA, and FEMA standards for drainage. 
Culverts and bridges will be designed to convey 
flow efficiently from one side of the highway to 
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the other without causing impactful flood water 
surface elevations upstream. Roadway drainage 
such as inlets, pipes, and ditches will be 
designed to outfall to existing streams without 
increasing downstream flows. Drainage analysis 
and design techniques will account for the 
special challenges of flat topography within the 
highway corridor. 

33. Zack Brown 
Comment 

Form 

Route 2 is 2182 Ac with 423 Ac is floodplain. 
19.38% of that Route is in floodplain. 
 
Route 3 is 2274 Ac with 117.5 Ac of floodplain 
(5.16%). 
 
3 of the largest floods have been in the past 15 
years. It is normal for floods now water does not 
need to be hindered by new road. Otherwise, you’re 
building a levee in floodplains. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

The highway will be designed to meet ARDOT, 
FHWA, and FEMA standards for drainage. 
Culverts and bridges will be designed to convey 
flow efficiently from one side of the highway to 
the other without causing impactful flood water 
surface elevations upstream. Roadway drainage 
such as inlets, pipes, and ditches will be 
designed to outfall to existing streams without 
increasing downstream flows. Drainage analysis 
and design techniques will account for the 
special challenges of flat topography within the 
highway corridor. 

34. John 
Buercklin, 
P.E. 

Comment 
Form 

I am pleased with the selection of Alternative 2 for 
the new I-57 route as it appears to be the most 
practical and least disruptive route. It will certainly 
avoid a lot of the clay soils and drainage issues of 
Alternative 3. It will have a lesser impact on land 
owners, residences, businesses, and reduce the 
devastating impacts of farmland acquisition and 
splitting farm operations. Thank you for the 
opportunity to review this project and the impacts it 
will have. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

35. Joe Chester 
Comment 

Form 

The section between Cherokee Bay and Hwy. 304 
needs to be built first. Hwy 67 between Pocahontas 
and Cherokee Bay has a dozen or more bridges 
that are presently under a lot of truck traffic. Hwy. 
67 between Pocahontas and Current River is 
basically on top of a levee. This is a very dangerous 
section of highway and when farmers are farming 
drivers become very impatient and conditions 
become hazardous. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

The proposed project would be split into 
multiple, individually programmed projects, with 
each segment designed to have independent 
utility, which means it can operate effectively 
between two points. Each phase would be 
developed to maintain traffic on the existing 
highways while keeping access open on the 
local roads using either detours, temporary 
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widening, or staged construction. The entire 
project would take many years to complete, and 
may not be under continuous construction, 
since the separate phases of the project would 
be programmed by ARDOT as funding becomes 
available. 

36. John Chester 
Comment 

Form 

Road should be built from Biggers gas plant to Hwy 
304 first because, old Hwy 67 in this section is 
extremely dangerous because of all the bridges, 
curves, and built up road levee, especially since it is 
rerouted with all large trucks. Also, the bridge at 
Baltz Lake is very unsafe, especially with heavy 
trucks! 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

The proposed project would be split into 
multiple, individually programmed projects, with 
each segment designed to have independent 
utility, which means it can operate effectively 
between two points. Each phase would be 
developed to maintain traffic on the existing 
highways while keeping access open on the 
local roads using either detours, temporary 
widening, or staged construction. The entire 
project would take many years to complete, and 
may not be under continuous construction, 
since the separate phases of the project would 
be programmed by ARDOT as funding becomes 
available. 

37. Brett Cooper 
Online 
Form 

The exit on the north side of Walnut Ridge is a great 
addition to the plans. This exit is very important for 
access to Williams Baptist University and Walnut 
Ridge Regional Airport. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

38. Brett Cooper 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 24 

This interchange is much needed, but it would be 
better at Lawrence Co. Rd. 408. That would be 
closer to the airport and WBU, and much closer to a 
paved road. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

Interchange locations were guided by several 
factors including access to populous areas, 
minimum spacing between interchanges, and 
input from public and state officials. After 
additional consideration, ARDOT determined 
revision of the Preferred Alternative to address 
this comment was not practical. Revision of the 
interchange location would increase floodplain 
impacts, result in hydraulic issues, and inflict 
additional and new impacts, including farmland 
splits, to other surrounding property owners. 
Additionally, relocation of the interchange to 
Lawrence Road 408 would require multiple 90 
degree curves in order to connect back to 
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existing Hwy. 67 while the existing interchange 
location on Lawrence Road 416 allows for direct 
access to Hwy. 67. 

39. Taylor 
Courtney 

Comment 
Form 

Need to put an exit at Hwy. 90 for Semi Truck traffic 
that is going to the Peco Plant. This would relieve 
some of the traffic that will have to get off at 
Intersection 304. Also, this would put less traffic on 
304 and allow EMS services a faster access time to 
I-57. I believe the purpose of this project is to divert 
semi-truck traffic to I-57. Instead most all Peco 
trucks will still travel through Pocahontas Hwy 67. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

Interchange locations were guided by several 
factors including access to populous areas, 
minimum spacing between interchanges, and 
input from public and state officials. Highway 
304 was identified as the best location for an 
interchange in this area based on known data. 
An additional interchange at Highway 90 would 
not be allowed due to restrictions on the 
proximity of interchanges. During the early 
stages of final design, ARDOT will determine 
which local roads will be severed versus having 
an overpass / underpass based on the amount 
of traffic on them as well as proximity to other 
crossings. 

40. William 
Courtney 

Online 
Form 

Why would you send all the peco trucks by the 
college when you can put the the trucks off on Hwy 
90 which is a less used road and keeps 304 clear 
for EMS services 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. Highway 304 was identified as 
the best location for an interchange in this area 
based on known data. An additional interchange 
at Highway 90 would not be allowed due to 
restrictions on the proximity of interchanges. 

41. Melissa 
Wright Davis 

Comment 
Form 

Both Garver and ARDOT should set aside political 
comments and use common sense: if the railroad 
knew to build on the other side that is now the WMA 
following Hwy. 34/90 then ARDOT should do the 
same: relatively few elevation issues, water issues, 
floodplain issues. I realize that years ago Dick 
Trammell was on The Highway Commission and 
pushed for the interstate to come through or close 
to Pocahontas but politics needs to stay out. If 
almost ¼ of the proposed Alt 3 Rte is on the flood, 
your studies are skewed or were ignored. A lot of 
people don’t want the “interstate” near Pocahontas. 
Plus, you say it’s “business” that wants it, well then 
what about the farmers who are a mainstay of food, 
fiber, and fodder, and fertilizer. Listen to them! 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 2 and C) 
was identified because it provides better access 
to Pocahontas, Randolph County, and existing 
Highway 67, has greater public support, and 
has less farm impacts. Based on our analysis, 
Alternative 2 results in fewer impacts to farmers 
(i.e., fewer split farms, landowner impacts, and 
impacts to active cropland) and additionally has 
fewer relocations, impacts to levees, impacts to 
wooded areas, and impacts to streams 
compared with Alternative 3. 
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42. Ben DeClerk 
Online 
Form 

1. The maps show a swing to the east, south of 
Hwy 304 near Pocahontas. I assume that is done to 
avoid something on the route. Could that swing be 
to the west and move the route closer to 
Pocahontas?  

2. Are two interchanges necessary near Biggers 
and Reyno. They appear to much closer together 
than most of the other rural interchanges. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

1. The primary reason for swinging to the east 
was to align with a more narrow, near 
perpendicular crossing over the Black River. If 
we swung to the west further, there is a long 
bend in the river that would have to be spanned. 

2. Interchange locations were guided by several 
factors including access to populous areas, 
minimum spacing between interchanges, and 
input from public and state officials. The 
interchanges at Biggers and Reyno are 
approximately 4 miles apart. This is similar 
spacing as seen between the three northern-
most proposed interchanges. Proposed 
interchanges south of Biggers are spaced 5.7-
6.5 miles apart. Additional issues at this location 
were the consideration of the best crossing of 
the Black River and three major gas 
transmission lines. 

43. Joshua 
Dement 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 9 

There is a cemetery here 

 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. This cemetery will be avoided 
by the project. 

44. Joshua 
Dement 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 10 

There is a large cemetery here Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. This cemetery will be avoided 
by the project. 

45. Joshua 
Dement 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 11 

There is a cemetery here 

 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. This cemetery will be avoided 
by the project. 

46. Joshua 
Dement 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 12 

There is a cemetery here 

 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. Historical topographic maps 
show this cemetery (Cherry Cemetery) located 
farther south of the location you identified on the 
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map. This cemetery will be avoided by the 
project. 

47. Joshua 
Dement 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 13 

There is a cemetery here 

 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. This cemetery will be avoided 
by the project. 

48. Dana DuBose 
First Flight 
LLC  
 

Online 
Form 

1. I would love to discuss with someone various 
factors that I am concerned with, first being access 
to my house as Quapaw trail is intersected by the 
new interstate. Additional concerns are how it 
impacts current utilities for example county water I 
receive and cable internet?  

2. Lastly my largest concern is with property values 
after the current route is such a close proximity to 
my house. 

Thanks and look forward to hearing from you. Dana 
DuBose 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

1. With regard to access and utilities:  While the 
maximum right-of-way width of 400 feet was 
included in our study and includes space for 
frontage roads, the actual width would vary and 
typically be less than 400 feet. Along with the 
development of design details, a detailed 
frontage road access study will be done in the 
future to make sure access to your property is 
maintained. During the final design stages, 
utilities will also be identified and designed 
around to facilitate continued utility usage at 
your property. Before any right-of-way is 
acquired, additional design will be completed. 
Additional public involvement will be offered 
before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

2. An appraisal of the property will be performed 
to determine the value of the property. 

49. Howard Dunn 
Submitted 

Letter 

Enclosed are two maps of my farmland. As the land 
is now, Fields 1 and 2 have been leveled for 
irrigation; fields 3 and 4 cannot be leveled for 
irrigation because of the pipeline which cuts across 
both fields, as well as the overflow area. 

1. As you can see from the maps, the projected 
route B cuts through the middle of the land. 
Therefore, this means that the south fields 1 and 2 
cannot be accessed for farming due to the large 
drainage ditch on the east side. North fields 1 and 2 
and fields 3 and 4 will be of such small acreage that 
it will be undesirable for any farming operations. 
The well that waters the irrigated property is on the 
northeast side of the property and will be rendered 
useless by the projected route. 

Even though my property is not part of the Dunn 
Century Farm it was purchased at a later date by 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

1. Farmland splits were avoided and minimized 
where possible; however, avoidance of all splits 
was not possible. Along with the development of 
design details, a detailed frontage road access 
study will be done in the future to make sure 
access to all parts of your property is 
maintained. If access cannot be provided or is 
cost prohibitive, ARDOT would compensate for 
the loss of the inaccessible areas. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired, additional design will 
be completed. Additional public involvement will 
be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. 
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my grandfather A.M. Dunn, who passed it on to my 
father Shaver Dunn, and then it came to me, 
Howard Dunn. This property will be passed on to 
my son, Phillip Dunn. Family is very important to 
me, as I am sure it is to you. The projected route 
ruins the property which has been in my family for 
generations and was intended to remain in the 
family for generations to come. 

2. My suggestion for the preferred route would be 
Route "C", passing to the east of O’Kean and 
Delaplaine, or connecting Highway 67 north of the 
projected route “B” in the area of the Cherokee Bay 
curve (Route A; see enclosed map). This would 
avoid ruining a very important historical farm.  

2. Construction of the proposed project is 
anticipated to increase the resiliency of the 
transportation network against extreme weather 
events (for example when Highway 67 floods). 
An alternative that connects to existing 
Highway 67 and offers an alignment on new 
location provides more climate resiliency than 
one that fully utilizes existing Highway 67. 

An alignment utilizing existing Highway 67 was 
initially considered but was dropped from further 
consideration for numerous reasons that are 
listed in the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS). Some of the more substantial 
reasons are that Alternative 1 (an alignment 
utilizing existing Highway 67) would displace 
substantially more homes, businesses, and 
agricultural buildings than Alternatives 2 or 3 
and it would impact substantially more cultural 
resources, hazardous sites, and would 
negatively impact local road access and 
property access along existing Highway 67. 

50. Jon Michael 
Dunn 

Comment 
Form 

 

Map was 
included 

with 
comment 

form mailed 
and 

emailed 

 

Property is 
located 

west of the 
interchange 
36.298551 
-90.824864 

The following are my comments concerning the 
future I- 57 routing. 

1. The proposed route as presented at the meeting 
in Pocahontas December 14, 2022 will totally 
devastate the 120 acres that is part of the farm that 
has been in my family for over 120 years. This farm 
was recognized by Randolph County as a Century 
Farm in 2006. 

2. Not only will it destroy the farm from an historical 
standpoint, it will also destroy the economic viability 
and total value.  As you can see on the attached 
map, it will leave four triangles.  Triangle #1 will be 
totally isolated. There is a deep drainage ditch on 
one side and a high hill on the other.  No farmer will 
want to farm it because it is too small, and it will 
have no other use. Thereby rendering it of no value. 
Triangles #2 and #3 can be farmed together 
provided the owner of the block of land next to it will 
agree to farm it with my land.  But it will be very 
inefficient for a farmer because of the point rows the 
triangle presents thereby again reducing the value 
of the land.  Triangle #4 can be farmed with the land 
to the north, again, provided the other owner will 
agree.  The value will be reduced because this will, 
with the pipeline and the ditches, be only a thirty-
acre field, which will, again, make it very inefficient. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

1. Impacts to the structures on your farm (i.e., 
the old barn) were avoided by the project 
through re-design of the interchange at Windmill 
Road. Additional avoidance of farmland impacts 
was not feasible due to the proximity of the 
cemetery and the Wildlife Management Area to 
the south and the gas plant to the north. The 
current interchange design minimizes impacts to 
the greatest extent possible. An interchange 
located approximately 2.5 miles to the northeast 
was considered but was not practical for 
interchange spacing and it also required similar 
environmental impacts due to surrounding 
constraints. 

2. With regard to access and use of remnant 
farmland as well as impacts to on-site 
improvements:  While the maximum right-of-way 
width of 400 feet was included in our study and 
includes space for frontage roads, the actual 
width would vary and typically be less than 400 
feet. Along with the development of design 
details, a detailed frontage road access study 
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As you can see, this route across my land has 
taken a valuable 120 acres and reduced it in value 
dramatically.  I realize there will be an interchange 
which might be of value at some future time but the 
way it is laid out I will get only one small corner.  My 
neighbor to the northeast will get the best portion. 

3. I am 84 years old and will not live to see this 
highway built. But I had hoped to leave this family 
farm to my children and then passed on to my 
grandchildren and great grandchildren so it would 
be in the family for another 120 years.  Also, I had 
hoped that it would be a small source of income for 
them as well.  This proposed route has basically 
destroyed both. I know I am only a small part of the 
overall program and that there are several large 
land owners that will be affected much more than I 
am.  But mine is total and theirs is only a fraction. 
Please reconsider your proposed route. 

will be done in the future to make sure access to 
your property and farmland is maintained. If 
access cannot be provided or is cost prohibitive, 
ARDOT would compensate for the loss of the 
inaccessible areas. Before any right-of-way is 
acquired, additional design will be completed. 
Additional public involvement will be offered 
before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

Financial compensation for impacts to pipelines 
and ditches will be negotiated with ARDOT 
during the right-of-way acquisition process. 
Financial compensation for other farmland 
impacts or to return affected areas to farming 
condition will also be negotiated with ARDOT 
during the right-of-way acquisition process. You 
can reference ARDOT’s Right-of-Way 
Procedures for Acquisition by clicking the link or 
finding it on the website for more information. 

3. See response #1 with regard to attempts for 
additional avoidance. 

51. Danny Ellis 
Comment 

Form 

Concerned about the distance between the pilings 
crossing the levee. Specifically, the levee by 
Highway 304. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. The distance between the 
pilings are currently unknown, but will be 
determined during final design. Regardless, the 
Black River Levee will not be diminished due to 
the construction of I-57. Any work around the 
levee will involve maintaining the existing levee, 
coordination with the US Army Corps of 
Engineers, and the Levee Board, so that there 
are no negative impacts. Before any right-of-
way is acquired, additional design will be 
completed. Additional public involvement will be 
offered before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

52. Marsha 
Flurry 

Comment 
Form 

I am glad that it is going behind the house and 
farther away than current highway 67. Like the past 
proposal. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

53. Betty Foster 
Comment 

From 

Lots of participation in Corning. Room Crowded. 
Disappointed to bypass Hwy 67 and Corning. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

54. John Franks Phone Call On November 16, 2022, Mr. Franks left a voice 
message stating that he is located at 715 Highway 

It was communicated to Mr. Franks that the 
maximum right-of-way width of 400 feet was 

Appendix N:  Page 142 of 590

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffuture57vms.blob.core.windows.net%2Fuploads%2F6364d460-16aa-4d08-8980-d40e85a35fa3-ARDOT_ROW.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CPublicInvolvement%40garverusa.com%7C2f567d1955f34c31f2e408dad3220803%7C010ef57c44e0467981fca39704ee3f36%7C0%7C0%7C638054440356054711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kWFQd7yIu10T3O8UK%2FXKlDQRLveucbnZHp%2BLQYQCOQo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffuture57vms.blob.core.windows.net%2Fuploads%2F6364d460-16aa-4d08-8980-d40e85a35fa3-ARDOT_ROW.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CPublicInvolvement%40garverusa.com%7C2f567d1955f34c31f2e408dad3220803%7C010ef57c44e0467981fca39704ee3f36%7C0%7C0%7C638054440356054711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kWFQd7yIu10T3O8UK%2FXKlDQRLveucbnZHp%2BLQYQCOQo%3D&reserved=0


Location Public Hearing Public Disposition of Comments (cont.) 
ARDOT Job 100512 

Page 20 of 53 

Commentor 
Comment  
Method 

Comments Response 

34, Walnut Ridge, Arkansas and requested to talk 
with someone about the impacts of the project on 
his property. 

On November 17, 2022, a project team member 
spoke with Mr. Franks. His comments are below. 

- His main concern was maintaining access to 
his property.  

- He mentioned concern for utilities as well.  

used in our study and includes space for 
frontage roads, if needed; however, the actual 
width would vary and typically be less than 400 
feet. Additionally, it was communicated that 
during final design stages, detailed studies will 
be done to make sure access to his property is 
maintained. 

It was communicated to him that during the final 
design stages, utilities would not be 
permanently cut off from his property. There is 
no reason to anticipate that he would lose 
water, power, etc. We spoke about the 
upcoming public hearing and he said he will be 
attending the one in Walnut Ridge. He said he 
felt much better after the discussion. 

55. Chris Gaddy 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 25 

This location would be much more beneficial to 
Williams Baptist University as it is closer than the 
proposed exit and would give an easier path to the 
university for visitors. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

Interchange locations were guided by several 
factors including access to populous areas, 
minimum spacing between interchanges, and 
input from public and state officials. After 
additional consideration, ARDOT determined 
revision of the Preferred Alternative to address 
this comment was not practical. Revision of the 
interchange location would increase floodplain 
impacts, result in hydraulic issues, and inflict 
additional and new impacts, including farmland 
splits, to other surrounding property owners. 
Additionally, relocation of the interchange to 
Lawrence Road 408 would require multiple 90 
degree curves in order to connect back to 
existing Hwy. 67 while the existing interchange 
location on Lawrence Road 416 allows for direct 
access to Hwy. 67. 

56. Tonya G. 
Gaines 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 8 

My son's address is 767 HWY 34 Walnut Ridge. 
This map shows his house in Randolph Co. It isn't. 
It is in Lawrence right where the road is going over 
the tracks and Hwy 34. How do we get that 
corrected. I think he will be affected by the road 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

If you search the interactive map for “767 
Highway 34, Walnut Ridge, AR, 72476, USA”, 
his house is located in Lawrence County at the 
correct location.  
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57. Jerry 
Goodman 

Phone Call 

In early January 2023, Mr. Goodman called and 
requested a call back to discuss the impacts of 
Future I-57 on his property. He stated that 400 
acres of his property were going to be destroyed 
and did not want this to happen. 

On January 5, 2023, Cassie Schmidt of Garver 
called and spoke with Mr. Goodman. Mr. Goodman 
stated he intends to fight this thing with everything 
he’s got and that he has worked his whole life to get 
his farm how he has it today (profitable) and he 
won’t let it be destroyed. Mr. Goodman also stated 
he has half a mile rows that are 40' wide and 
precision graded. He mentioned that his east field is 
his best field. 

Mr. Goodman said he wants to have a face to face 
or talk with an individual person before anyone even 
steps on his land. He wants to physically show 
someone how this will impact his land. He reiterated 
that he doesn’t want anyone to step foot on his 
property. 

His main concerns included the following: 

1. The destruction of farmland. 

2. All of Corning will flood if a road/levee is built. 
When it floods, he has 2 relay pumps he has to start 
up to keep water off his rice crops. 

3. I-57 would screw up his drainage and his wells. 

4. Mr. Goodman stated that if the road has to come 
through where it is now, then he wants ARDOT to 
buy his whole 400 acres. He said he might consider 
allowing the road if it only impacted a small part of 
the west side of his property. 

On January 5, 2023, Cassie Schmidt of Garver 
thanked Mr. Goodman for his comments and 
ended the conversation by telling him there 
would be another public meeting and his 
comments would be recorded to document his 
comments and concerns. He was encouraged 
to reach back out if he’d like to talk again. 

1. With regard to Important Farmland soils, the 
project will comply with the Farmland Protection 
Policy Act (FPPA) of 1981. The USDA, through 
NRCS, administers the FPPA to ensure that 
federal programs minimize unnecessary and 
irreversible conversion of these important soil 
types to non-agricultural uses. Project impacts 
on Important Farmland have been quantified by 
NRCS, a NEPA cooperating agency on this 
project. To help determine the extent of project-
related farmland impacts, each action 
alternative was preliminarily evaluated with the 
Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form 
(NRCS Form CPA 106) using a weighted 
average (per NRCS direction). A finalized 
Farmland Conversion Rating Form would be 
completed and submitted to NRCS for the 
Preferred Alternative in the FEIS/ROD. 

2. The highway will be designed to meet 
ARDOT, FHWA, and FEMA standards for 
drainage. Culverts and bridges will be designed 
to convey flow efficiently from one side of the 
highway to the other without causing impactful 
flood water surface elevations upstream. 
Roadway drainage such as inlets, pipes, and 
ditches will be designed to outfall to existing 
streams without increasing downstream flows. 
Drainage analysis and design techniques will 
account for the special challenges of flat 
topography within the highway corridor. 

3. Financial compensation for impacts to 
agricultural wells and/or drainage will be 
negotiated with ARDOT during the right-of-way 
acquisition process. You can reference 
ARDOT’s Right-of-Way Procedures for 
Acquisition by clicking the link or finding it on the 
website for more information. Before any right-
of-way is acquired, additional design will be 
completed. Additional public involvement will be 
offered before right-of-way acquisition begins. 
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4. ARDOT would purchase what is needed for 
the construction and maintenance of the facility. 
If any additional property is requested for 
ARDOT to purchase, it would need to be 
determined to be an uneconomic remnant. 
Moving the alignment to cross only the west 
side of your property would result in the 
relocation of the Corning Municipal Airport, 
which is not a practical revision. 

58. Emit Grimes 
Comment 

Form 

Alternative 2/Alternative B. The exits would help 
relieve some of the truck traffic but for the Shannon 
Community where our RV Park is, I think an exit 
would be best a long road in the middle for 
emergency vehicles. In case of an accident on both 
sides with no way to get to the scene.  

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

Interchange locations were guided by several 
factors including access to populous areas, 
minimum spacing between interchanges, and 
input from public and state officials. During the 
early stages of final design, ARDOT will 
determine which local roads will be severed 
versus having an overpass / underpass based 
on the amount of traffic on them as well as 
proximity to other crossings. 

59. Edward 
Harthorn 

 

Online 
Form 

The route looks fantastic, and the interchange 
locations look like they will work too. Glad this was 
chosen as the preferred route! 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

60. Brian Hartwig 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 14 

Put in a well at this location. Please consider 
moving alignment northwest to avoid. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

As final design is completed, we will look for 
possible avoidance. If avoidance is not 
possible/practicable, financial compensation for 
impacts to agricultural wells will be negotiated 
with ARDOT during the right-of-way acquisition 
process. You can reference ARDOT’s Right-of-
Way Procedures for Acquisition by clicking the 
link or finding it on the website for more 
information. Before any right-of-way is acquired, 
additional design will be completed. Additional 
public involvement will be offered before right-
of-way acquisition begins. 

61. Brian  
Hartwig 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 17 

Please move the alignment due north to miss 
splitting this farm. Cutting will make northern portion 
unfarmable. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
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Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

Due to minimizing impacts and the crossing 
angle for Highway 67, this alignment cannot be 
adjusted to avoid splitting this tract. 

Farmland splits were avoided and minimized 
where possible; however, avoidance of all splits 
was not possible. While the maximum right-of-
way width of 400 feet was included in our study 
and includes space for frontage roads, the 
actual width would vary and typically be less 
than 400 feet. Along with the development of 
design details, a detailed frontage road access 
study will be done in the future to make sure 
access to your property and farmland is 
maintained. If access cannot be provided or is 
cost prohibitive, ARDOT would compensate for 
the loss of the inaccessible areas. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired additional design will be 
completed. Additional public involvement will be 
offered before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

62. M. Henry
Comment 

Form 

1. One of my wells on the right side irrigates the 
field on the left. Would they allow the underground 
pipe to stay or will another well be paid for?

2. Also, will access be made across the highway for 
field? 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

1. At this point, it is too early to know how
irrigation piping will be affected or mitigated.
Financial compensation for impacts to irrigation
pipes/wells/outlets will be negotiated with
ARDOT during the right-of-way acquisition
process. You can reference ARDOT’s Right-of-
Way Procedures for Acquisition by clicking the
link or finding it on the website for more
information. Before any right-of-way is acquired
additional design will be completed. Additional
public involvement will be offered before right-
of-way acquisition begins.

2. While the maximum right-of-way width of 400
feet was included in our study and includes
space for frontage roads, the actual width would
vary and typically be less than 400 feet. Along
with the development of design details, a
detailed frontage road access study will be done
in the future to make sure access to the
property is maintained. If access cannot be
provided or is cost prohibitive, ARDOT would
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compensate for the loss of the inaccessible 
areas. 

63. Jackson 
Hurst 

Online 
Form 

I approve and support ARDOT's Future I-57 Project. 
I have reviewed the DEIS for ARDOT's Future I-57 
Project and I support the DEIS build alternative 
because the build alternative will improve safety, 
reduce congestion, and improve freight mobility for 
northwest Arkansas. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

64. Perry Hutton 
Online 
Form 

As Director of Emergency Management for 
Lawrence County and on behalf of the first 
responders of the County. It would be beneficial to 
us to have turnaround spots every 2-3 miles along  
I-57 so that our response time is not delayed by 
cable barriers. We hope you will take this into 
consideration. Please feel free to contact me if you 
have any questions. Thanks 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins. 

65. Jody Ingram Email 

To Whom it may concern: 

I am Jody Ingram and I would like to voice my 
opinion on the route of the future I-57. I went to the 
meeting in Corning on 12-15-2022. I went in hopes 
of getting some unanswered questions answered. It 
seemed to me like everything I asked they already 
had the answers to and nobody wanted to budge 
any at all. This wasn't a meeting like I had 
expected. I went not to argue, but to hopefully 
express my concerns. 

First off, we are a farm family. We own 80 acres of 
which is split into two fields. My parents use the 
income off the crops to help them get by and I hope 
we get to do the same one day. If the future I-57 
goes the route projected, it is going to take over half 
of one of the fields. Sadly, it will even be the old 
home place which makes it even worse. This is land 
that has been in our family for generations. I have 
included a map of the farm which is being affected. 

1. I asked them at the meeting if there would be any 
possible way that the interstate might be shifted 
south a few hundred feet! It wouldn't change very 
much because it would go down the same ridge as 
before. The only difference is that it would take my 
home. I am fine with that because it would save our 
family farm and old home place. I can always buy or 
build a new home. I cant do that with land. When I 
asked the guy at the meeting about that question, 
his answer was ""they don't like putting curves in an 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

1. Consideration for the requested shift to the 
south was given; however, it was determined 
not to be practical as it would impose additional 
and new impacts on other landowners and 
result in the relocation of your home. 

2. Your home is not currently identified as a 
relocation. Along with the development of 
design details, a detailed frontage road access 
study will be done in the future to make sure 
access to all parts of your property is 
maintained. If access cannot be provided or is 
cost prohibitive, ARDOT would compensate for 
the loss of the inaccessible areas. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired, additional design will 
be completed. Additional public involvement will 
be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. 
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interstate." It seemed odd to say that when there 
are curves everywhere on every interstate I've 
traveled on. 

2. My second question had to deal with my home. It 
is also marked on the map connected to this form. I 
asked the man what would happen to my house 
since it was going to be right on the side of the 
interstate. He took his ipad out and looked it up. He 
was explaining that there would be 100ft buffers on 
the sides of the interstate. When he looked at it, he 
said I was anywhere from 100 ft to 150ft away. At 
that point, he told me ARDOT wouldn't help me any 
at all. The only way would be if it shifted to the 
south. 

I know I'm just a small dot on this map. But I will 
stand up and voice my opinion about our family 
farm. I would greatly appreciate it if ARDOT would 
consider shifting it to the south just a couple 
hundred yards to save our family farm. All the land 
surrounding it is farmed by large farmers that could 
care less. I just want to try and save our land for the 
next generations to come. I know it might not seem 
big to ARDOT, but it does to me and my family. I 
would appreciate any help you could give. 

66. Hannah 
Jackson 

Email 

My fiancée Nathaneal Gaines and I live at 767 
Highway 34 in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas 72476 
which is partially taken over by the new interstate 
on the interactive map. I was wondering about a few 
things.  

1. Is our address set for relocation (767 Highway 
34), and if not, could it be reviewed for relocation 
since the interstate would render us unable to get in 
and out of our house and carport safely and would 
take some of our property away?  

2. Is there a timeline for relocations? The housing 
market in this area is not great. There are very few 
houses to be bought. So we would like to know a 
little bit ahead of time to start looking for a new 
home.  

3. If we do indeed find a home within the timeline 
we are given to relocate, can ARDOT buy our home 
we are living in now earlier than planned so we can 
move forward with another home when we find 
one?  

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

1. Your home is not currently identified as a 
relocation. Along with the development of 
design details, a detailed frontage road access 
study will be done in the future to make sure 
access to the property is maintained. However, 
it is too early in the process to know specifics of 
how your property will be impacted by the 
proposed location of the alignment. Once the 
project enters the design phase, it will be 
determined how the roadway will cross Highway 
34 and whether frontage roads are warranted. 
However, when looking at access to your 
property from Highway 34 east of the proposed 
alignment, your drive should not be impacted.  

2. There is no timeline currently set for right-of-
way acquisition. An estimated schedule won’t 
be determined until funding is available for 
design, right-of-way, and construction. Once 
funding is available, you will be given sufficient 
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4. After the house is bought by ARDOT, how long 
will we have to get us and our belongings out of the 
house?  

5. And lastly, what does the process for ARDOT 
buying the house look like? Is it documents by mail, 
email, in person meetings, etc.? And how long does 
that process normally take?  

of notice ahead of any negotiations for potential 
damages to property. 

3. ARDOT has a process to help you relocate if 
relocation is determined, and they will work with 
you during this process. The timeline is 
dependent on the situation and may be 
negotiable with ARDOT. 

4. That is negotiable between you and ARDOT. 

5. All property acquisition would follow the 
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real 
Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 
(Uniform Act). Right-of-way acquisition is a 
process that can vary from property to property. 
You can reference ARDOT’s Right-of-Way 
Procedures for Acquisition by clicking the link or 
finding it on the website for more information. 
Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins. 

67. Billy Ray 
James 

Comment 
Form 

3 Issues 
1. The new road will bury irrigation pipes and outlets 
2. Drainage issues caused by road 
3. Access to the west side of farm that is cut into by 
the Road between the levee and river. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

1. Financial compensation for impacts to 
irrigation pipes/wells/outlets will be addressed 
with ARDOT during the right-of-way acquisition 
process. You can reference ARDOT’s Right-of-
Way Procedures for Acquisition by clicking the 
link or finding it on the website for more 
information.  

2. The highway will be designed to meet 
ARDOT, FHWA, and FEMA standards for 
drainage. Culverts and bridges will be designed 
to convey flow efficiently from one side of the 
highway to the other without causing impactful 
flood water surface elevations upstream. 
Roadway drainage such as inlets, pipes, and 
ditches will be designed to outfall to existing 
streams without increasing downstream flows. 
Drainage analysis and design techniques will 
account for the special challenges of flat 
topography within the highway corridor.  

3. While the maximum right-of-way width of 400 
feet was included in our study and includes 
space for frontage roads, the actual width would 
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vary and typically be less than 400 feet. Along 
with the development of design details, a 
detailed frontage road access study will be done 
in the future to make sure access to the 
property is maintained. If access cannot be 
provided or is cost prohibitive, ARDOT would 
compensate for the loss of the inaccessible 
areas. Before any right-of-way is acquired 
additional design will be completed. Additional 
public involvement will be offered before right-
of-way acquisition begins. 

68. Blake 
Johnson 

Online 
Form 

Due to the proposal bisecting access north and 
south on CR 143 and CR 139, I would like to have a 
two lane overpass access on one or both of these 
County Roads. This would help access by 
individuals and agricultural products and equipment 
access north and south. Due to the proposal 
bisecting access east and west on CR 152, I would 
like to have a two lane overpass access on County 
Road 152. This would help access by individuals 
and agricultural products and equipment east and 
west. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

Along with the development of design details, a 
detailed frontage road access study will be done 
in the future to make sure access by individuals 
and agricultural products and equipment is 
maintained. Once the project enters the design 
phase, ARDOT will determine how the roadway 
will cross CR 139, 143, and 152. Whether 
frontage roads are warranted and which local 
roads will be severed versus having an 
overpass / underpass will be based on the 
amount of traffic on them as well as proximity to 
other crossings. Before any right-of-way is 
acquired, additional design will be completed. 
Additional public involvement will be offered 
before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

69. Chad 
Johnson 

Online 
Form 

I rent and operate farmland owned by my wife's 
family (Farrell Young) that is split by the proposed 
Future I-57. The farm is located southwest of the 
proposed interchange north of Corning, with one 40 
acre field being primarily affected from coordinates 
(36.440561, -90.595716) to (36.444178, -
90.590377) approximately -- just before the 
proposed interchange. My comments, questions, 
and concerns are as follows: 

1. There is a drainage tile affected in the first field 
that the interstate will enter that will need replaced –  

2. This farm will be split, making it difficult to get 
equipment from one side to the other at a potentially 
busy interchange. 

3. There is a well in the northwest corner of the 
primarily affected field that irrigates 3 total fields, the 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

1. Financial compensation for impacts to 
drainage tile systems, irrigation wells, and 
unit/fuel tanks will be negotiated with ARDOT 
during the right-of-way acquisition process. You 
can reference ARDOT’s Right-of-Way 
Procedures for Acquisition by clicking the link or 
finding it on the website for more information. 

2. Farmland splits were avoided and minimized 
where possible; however, avoidance of all splits 
was not possible. While the maximum right-of-
way width of 400 feet was included in our study 
and includes space for frontage roads, the 
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proposed project will take out the underground pipe 
(36.440469, -90.594706) that irrigates the field just 
south of the proposed I-57. A new well will be 
necessary to irrigate the south field that is not 
already there. Will ARDOT pay for the new well to 
be drilled, and the power unit/fuel tank that will be 
necessary to continue irrigating that field? I am also 
concerned if ARDOT will be paying to rearrange 
and return the affected areas to farming condition to 
recoup some of the acres lost. There will need to be 
some serious dirt work to maximize what will be left. 
- I am also curious and concerned about how the 
drainage will be rearranged.  

4. Also, since the proposal bisects access north and 
south of County Roads 139 and 143, there will need 
to be an overpass on either one or both of these 
roads -- these are very busy county roads in terms 
of farm equipment usage going north and south and 
would probably limit the amount of equipment of the 
proposed interstate from the directions. 

actual width would vary and typically be less 
than 400 feet. Along with the development of 
design details, a detailed frontage road access 
study will be done in the future to make sure 
access to the property and farmland is 
maintained and to make sure access by farm 
equipment is maintained. If access cannot be 
provided or is cost prohibitive, ARDOT would 
compensate for the loss of the inaccessible 
areas. Before any right-of-way is acquired 
additional design will be completed. Additional 
public involvement will be offered before right-
of-way acquisition begins. 

3. Financial compensation for other farmland 
impacts or to return affected areas to farming 
condition will be negotiated with ARDOT during 
the right-of-way acquisition process. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired, additional design will 
be completed. Additional public involvement will 
be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. See additional details for response #1. 

4. Once the project enters the design phase, 
ARDOT will determine how the roadway will 
cross County Roads 139 and 143. Whether 
frontage roads are warranted and which local 
roads will be severed versus having an 
overpass / underpass will be based on the 
amount of traffic on them as well as proximity to 
other crossings. 

70. Tricia 
Johnson 

Comment 
Form 

Due to the proposal bisecting access north and 
south on Co Rd 143 and Co Rd 139, I would like to 
have two lane overpass access on one or both of 
these county roads. Over pass access is also 
needed on Co Rd 152. This would help access by 
individuals and agricultural products and equipment. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. Along with the development of 
design details, a detailed frontage road access 
study will be done in the future to make sure 
access by individuals and agricultural products 
and equipment is maintained. Once the project 
enters the design phase, ARDOT will determine 
how the roadway will cross CR 139, 143, and 
152. Whether frontage roads are warranted and 
which local roads will be severed versus having 
an overpass / underpass will be based on the 
amount of traffic on them as well as proximity to 
other crossings. Before any right-of-way is 
acquired, additional design will be completed. 
Additional public involvement will be offered 
before right-of-way acquisition begins. 
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71. Lennis Gale 
Landreth 

Comment 
Form 

(Emailed 
and mailed 

in) 

With the exception of the time I spent overseas in 
the USArmy, most of my life has been spent 
building our beautiful and productive row crop farm. 
Much of my time, careful effort, and cash has been 
spent to slowly shape the earth into highly 
productive land…drilling a high capacity well and 
leveling the land for the type of modern US row crop 
production that is vital for our national survival. 
Those years farming and raising my family are the 
most rewarding of my life. It is my sincere hope that 
my three sons will inherit our working family farm 
and experience the same joy from the land and 
work as I did. 

1. If this is the chosen route, three of my six pieces 
of property will be affected. Two of these will be split 
almost in half with one section appearing to be land 
locked. I feel consideration needs to be given to 
move the proposed route to the other side of the 
creek (South of the creek). This will allow one of my 
properties to remain whole and will move the 
interstate a little farther from my backyard. 

2. My other concerns include being paid “fair market 
value.” My yearly income depends on the lease 
payments I receive. Is this taken into consideration? 
What about the “Leftover” pieces of farmland after 
the interstate divides my property into two small 
sections? Pieces of property that may be too small 
for farming… 

3. I feel I am losing my farm to an interstate that 
should be following the train tracks through 
Delaplaine; cheaper, less flood rick, and fewer 
bridges. 

Thank you for your comment and your service. 
Your comment has been documented. The input 
gathered at the Public Hearing will be used to 
move forward with the NEPA process.  

1.  Farmland splits were avoided and minimized 
where possible; however, avoidance of all splits 
was not possible. The alignment was located 
where it is in order to minimize stream and 
wetland impacts where possible by selection of 
routes that perpendicularly crossed these 
features. A perpendicular crossing of Murray 
Creek farther to the south would result in 
unacceptable curves in the roadway. 

2. All property acquisition would follow the 
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real 
Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 
(Uniform Act). Financial compensation for the 
purchase of farmland will be negotiated with 
ARDOT during the right-of-way acquisition 
process. You can reference ARDOT’s Right-of-
Way Procedures for Acquisition by clicking the 
link or finding it on the website for more 
information. Along with the development of 
design details, a detailed frontage road access 
study will be done in the future to make sure 
access to all parts of your property is 
maintained. If access cannot be provided or is 
cost prohibitive, ARDOT would compensate for 
the loss of the inaccessible areas. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired, additional design will 
be completed. Additional public involvement will 
be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. 

3. The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 2 and 
C) was identified because it provides better 
access to Pocahontas, Randolph County, and 
existing Highway 67, has greater public support, 
and has less farm impacts. Based on our 
analysis, Alternative 2 results in fewer impacts 
to farmers (i.e., fewer split farms, landowner 
impacts, and impacts to active cropland) and 
additionally has fewer relocations, impacts to 
levees, impacts to wooded areas, and impacts 
to streams compared with Alternative 3. 

72. Caleb Lee 
Online 
Form 

1. I am concerned about the exchange location at 
Duck Levee Road south of Reyno. The exchange is 
so close to the Game and Fish land, there will be no 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
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room for the service road to be able to access 
property east of the exchange and south of the 
interstate.  

2. In addition, interstate runoff will have adverse 
effects to the wetlands and waterfowl where it 
passes so close waterfowl management areas. 

3. If the duck levee road exchange was shifted 
north approximately 8000 feet there would 
significant improvement in property access south of 
the interstate at that location with minimal impact on 
wetlands and waterfowl. 

Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

1. The interchange and project footprint shown 
on the maps and exhibits includes any area 
needed for frontage/service roads. Thus, if 
needed, there will be room for frontage roads 
along the south side of the interstate without 
causing impacts to the Game and Fish land. 
Along with the development of design details, a 
detailed frontage road access study will be done 
in the future to make sure access to personal 
property and farmland is maintained. If access 
cannot be provided or is cost prohibitive, 
ARDOT would compensate for the loss of the 
inaccessible areas. Before any right-of-way is 
acquired, additional design will be completed. 
Additional public involvement will be offered 
before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

2. Impacts to wildlife were assessed and 
impacts to wildlife habitat were avoided where 
feasible. The proposed interchange and 
roadway should not directly impact the WMA 
(i.e., Game and Fish land). Post construction 
interstate runoff is addressed through ARDOT’s 
Municipal State Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
Permit. Vegetation and vegetated swales would 
intercept direct runoff falling on the right-of-way. 
During construction, runoff would be addressed 
through avoidance and minimization measures 
implemented through ARDOT’s Water Pollution 
Control special provision. Erosion and sediment 
control would follow ARDOT’s best management 
practices to minimize sedimentation during 
construction, helping to minimize sediment and 
pollutant runoff into surrounding wildlife habitat 
and/or from entering the Black River or other 
surrounding streams. Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) would also include protecting 
natural stream buffers where feasible. 

3. Shifting the interchange at Duck Levee Road 
800 feet to the north would result in the 
relocation of a farm operation on County Road 
109. The alignment was located where it is in 
order to minimize stream and wetland impacts 
where possible by selection of routes that 
perpendicularly crossed these features. A 
perpendicular crossing of Murray Creek farther 
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to the south would result in unacceptable curves 
in the roadway. 

73. Caleb Lee 
Online 
Form 

Please shift the Duck Levee Road exchange due 
north at least 1 mile! The proposed route is too 
close to the waterfowl management area and will 
not allow travel on the south side of the interstate 
from east to west because the exchange touches 
the wetland area of Game and Fish land. 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

The interchange and project footprint shown on 
the maps and exhibits includes any area 
needed for frontage/service roads. Thus, if 
needed, there will be room for frontage roads 
along the south side of the interstate without 
causing impacts to the Game and Fish land. 
Shifting the interchange at Duck Levee Road 1 
mile to the north would result in impacts to 
additional forested wetlands, which were 
avoided where possible given their scarcity in 
the landscape. Additionally, shifting the 
interchange 1 mile to the north would result in a 
very bad skew for the Murray Creek crossing, 
impacting more stream channel, wetlands, and 
floodplains. Additionally, the shift would cause 
extreme curves in the roadway in order to avoid 
other constraints in the area such as pipelines. 

Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins. 

74. Kelly 
Linebaugh 

Comment 
Form 

I like the proposed site. Think be good to get the big 
riggs out of town of Pocahontas. Keep up good 
work AHTD! 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

75. Rodney 
Phillips 

Comment 
Form 

The length of time of finally decide to complete this 
project was way to long. Millions could have been 
saved by doing it 20 years ago. Northeast corner is 
always seemingly overlooked. I probably will never 
live long enough to see it done. Too many wasted 
dollars and opportunities have passed this state by 
due to lack of infrastructure. Rt 2 is an ok route. 88 
billion surplus could have went a long way for 
infrastructure in this state that is way overdue.  

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

76. David Pierce 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 7 

Why is an interchange planned for County Road 
416 and not for State Highway 90?  This county 
road is not a major road.  Are you planning on just 
cutting Hwy. 90 off at the intersection with I-57? 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  
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Interchange locations were guided by several 
factors including access to populous areas, 
minimum spacing between interchanges, and 
input from public and state officials. One of the 
reasons for placing an interchange at County 
Road 416 was to provide access to the Walnut 
Ridge Regional Airport and Williams Baptist 
University. During the early stages of final 
design, ARDOT will determine which local roads 
will be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on 
them as well as proximity to other crossings. 

77. Karen Razer 
Online 
Form 

I think option 3 would be the best since it would 
follow close to existing roadways and be a more 
direct route to the tie in around Corning, meaning 
lower cost in materials and man hours, less 
destruction of farm land, trees, and natural habitats 
which is already shrinking and once destroyed, 
can't be replaced, but still allow easy transportation 
to Pocahontas, Corning, and surrounding areas 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. All alternatives were screened 
and evaluated on a range of environmental and 
social impacts (positive and negative) and the 
Preferred Alternative (Alternative 2 and C) best 
satisfied the purpose and need of the project 
while minimizing the negative impacts to the 
extent possible. Based on our analysis, 
Alternative 2 has fewer landowner impacts, 
fewer impacts to active cropland, fewer impacts 
to wooded areas, and results in fewer split 
farms compared with Alternative 3. 

78. Karen Razer 
Submitted 

Letter 

I am deeply concerned about the proposed path for 
157 which unnecessarily veers west from Walnut 
Ridge toward Pocahontas and destroys several 
acres of farm land, a lot of which is leveled and 
irrigated which was an expensive investment. It will 
disrupt farming operations during construction and I 
doubt that the construction process will realistically 
stay within the proposed areas. 

1. Does the state intend to return the area 
surrounding the interstate if built back to a farmable 
state and provide access to the entire farm?  

2. What about the loss of future income from the 
destroyed farm land?  

3. What will happen to the Luttrell Cemetery and 
Lawn bird Cemetery?  

4. Option one would come very close to the Dave 
Donaldson Black River WMA which could be 
disruptive to the wildlife and the purpose of the 
area. It will also destroy areas of Murray Creek and 
would require cutting even more trees which are 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

1. Along with the development of design details, 
a detailed frontage road access study will be 
done in the future to make sure access to 
property/farmland is maintained. If access to 
property or farmland cannot be provided or is 
cost prohibitive, ARDOT would compensate for 
the loss of the inaccessible areas. 

2. Financial compensation from ARDOT is 
typically done through a single, one-time 
payment. Right-of-way acquisition is a process 
that can vary from property to property and 
details may be negotiable with ARDOT. You can 
reference ARDOT’s Right-of-Way Procedures 
for Acquisition by clicking the link or finding it on 
the website for more information. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired, additional design will 
be completed. Additional public involvement will 
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necessary to our planet for oxygen and also to 
provide habitats.  

5. This option will certainly not be beneficial but 
destructive to the rural area of Biggers, Reyno and 
Cherokee Bay by destroying and disrupting an 
important source of income. An interstate across 
the farm land may hinder necessary access to all 
areas of the farm land and make it difficult to find 
someone willing to rent and farm, or possibly buy in 
the future.  

6. Why is this path considered the best one? It 
certainly looks like it is expensively going out of the 
way to connect at Corning. The tax money saved by 
selecting the easterly path could be better spent 
repairing or replacing area bridges. The path which 
goes east of the Donaldson Black River WMA 
would be more direct which should cost a lot less. It 
closely follows an existing highway and would 
destroy less farm land and habitats. There is just no 
logical reason to choose the westerly option one. 
Anyone wanting to go to Pocahontas could still use 
the convenient four lane highway which is in 
excellent condition without needlessly constructing 
an interstate along option one. Any visitors or 
businesses wanting to visit or locate in the 
Pocahontas area already have easy existing 
access. I inherited the family home and farm land 
from my parents and I want to leave it to my son 
intact. For years I have paid taxes, insurance, and 
payments on land leveling and irrigation to try to 
improve the land, and I am really, really upset at the 
thought of it being chopped up and devaluated just 
for unnecessary unwanted interstate when a more 
logical, economical, less destructive option is 
available.  

7. I really don't want a noisy major highway .22 
miles from my house and I don't think my neighbors 
do either. The interstate would totally destroy the 
reasons for living in the country.  

I hope the rights, wishes and desired way of life of 
the taxpaying citizens in this area are seriously 
considered before a decision is made which 
permanently affects our area and lives. We are the 
ones who live here and will be affected by this 
decision. 

be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. 

3. The proposed roadway will not impact the 
Luttrell Cemetery or Lawnbird Cemetery. 

4. Permanent habitat loss is the primary impact 
to terrestrial wildlife communities within the 
project footprint. Wildlife utilizing the WMA are 
anticipated to experience temporary disruption 
during construction. Additionally, the 
approximately 400-foot-wide right-of-way of the 
proposed project is anticipated to impede or 
restrict most wildlife movement through the 
area; however, it is expected that most species 
would be able to cross below proposed span 
bridges and some culverts. Impacts to important 
wildlife habitat such as forested wetlands were 
avoided during initial route selection by 
positioning alternatives around forested habitat 
to the extent possible and by avoiding the Black 
River WMA completely. Impacts to wildlife travel 
corridors and riparian habitat were minimized 
where possible by selection of routes that 
perpendicularly crossed these features. Further 
review of wildlife crossing opportunities of the 
proposed roadway and/or assurance of wildlife 
passage at bridges and culverts would be 
conducted at the time of design. 

5. With regard to economic benefits, the cities of 
Corning, Biggers, Reyno and Walnut Ridge 
along with the Northeast Intermodal Authority 
provided a resolution that Alternative 2 would be 
more beneficial to existing developed areas for 
more growth potential whereas Alternative 3 
could slow that development and move future 
development to areas to the east and away from 
the growth in Randolph County. 

6. The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 2 and 
C) best satisfied the purpose and need of the 
project while minimizing the negative impacts to 
the extent possible. Based on our analysis, 
Alternative 2 results in fewer split farms and has 
fewer relocations, landowner impacts, impacts 
to active cropland, impacts to levees, impacts to 
wooded areas, and impacts to streams 
compared with Alternative 3. As for cost, 
Alternative 2 and 3 are comparable and 
Alternative C was the least expensive of the 
connector alternatives. Construction of the 
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proposed project is anticipated to improve 
mobility and connectivity of the local, regional, 
and national transportation system and to 
provide reliable transportation infrastructure to 
support economic growth for the region. The 
Preferred Alternative would provide more 
resiliency of the transportation network against 
extreme weather events than compared with 
Alternative 3. 

7. While there would be noise above and 
beyond the current ambient noise of rural farm 
land, the level of noise beyond 0.13 miles (675 
feet) from the proposed highway was 
determined through a noise screening study to 
be at a level that would not require any 
mitigation measures per FHWA policy. That 
said, we understand this project would result in 
changes in views and noise levels for nearby 
residents. 

79. Karen Razer Letter 

I think routing the interstate closer to Pocahontas in 
order to attract industry and tourists is not realistic. 
It’s decades too late and farmland is going to be 
destroyed and wasted for concrete. Anyone 
comparing the offerings of Pocahontas to 
Jonesboro will go or stop in Jonesboro. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

80. Karen Razer 
Submitted 

Letter 

I attended the DOT meeting held in Pocahontas in 
December, looked at the materials, talked to the 
presenters, asked questions, and listened to other 
attendees, none of which seemed to be in favor of 
the “preferred” path selected by Garver. 

1. I strongly object to the proposed path for I57 
which would unnecessarily veer west toward 
Pocahontas from Walnut Ridge running west of the 
Donaldson Wildlife Management area, destroying 
valuable farm land and disrupting to the desired 
livelihood and lifestyle of the residents and 
disturbing to the quiet peace of the area. 

2. With the limited amount of land available and no 
prospect of the creation of more, land is a very 
valuable asset, not just for current market value, but 
also for future production and income for many 
years. Landowners have spent thousands of dollars 
to level and irrigate their land to make it more 
productive, not provide a path for concrete. The 
farm land is needed to raise crops such as 
soybeans, corn, rice and recently peanuts for which 
the area is especially suited. These crops are an 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

1. ARDOT identified the Preferred Alternative 
(Alternative 2 and C) because it provides better 
access to Pocahontas, Randolph County, and 
existing Highway 67, has greater public support, 
and has less farm impacts. Based on our 
analysis, Alternative 2 results in fewer split 
farms and has fewer relocations, landowner 
impacts, impacts to active cropland, impacts to 
levees, impacts to wooded areas, and impacts 
to streams compared with Alternative 3. 

2. With regard to farmland soils, the project will 
comply with the Farmland Protection Policy Act 
(FPPA) of 1981. The USDA, through NRCS, 
administers the FPPA to ensure that federal 
programs minimize unnecessary and 
irreversible conversion of these important soil 
types to non‑agricultural uses. Project impacts 
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important contribution to the agricultural economy 
as well as support for the area. The farmland should 
not be sacrificed unnecessarily for an unwanted 
highway. 

God only created a certain amount of land and once 
it’s destroyed it can’t be replaced or returned to its 
previous state. Lane essential to the rural 
agricultural area will be wasted decreasing the 
agricultural production and income important to the 
area.  

Following the “preferred” route selected by Garver 
which veers west from Walnut Ridge will destroy 
needed valuable farm land by sacrificing it for the 
roadway and make sizeable portions of farms 
inaccessible to continue farming, which means it is 
wasted. 

3. Many owners/renteres will not have full access to 
continue to grow the needed crops important to the 
area because their land will be bisected by the 
proposed highway. 

4. The “preferred” path which veers west toward 
Pocahontas 

1. DESTROYS farms 
2. TOO close to Donaldson WMA, family 

cemeteries, local landmarks 
3. NOT wanted by area residents 
4. NOT beneficial to area  
5. DISRUPTIVE 
6. INCONVENIENT 
7. TOO CLOSE to 2 gas plants 

5. The logical path for I-57 would be to continue 
straight from Walnut Ridge northeastward along the 
existing highway and railroad toward Knobel and 
Corning instead of unnecessarily changing direction 
from Walnut Ridge toward the west. Pocahontas is 
accessible by the existing four lane highway which 
is in very good condition making it unnecessary to 
deliberately veer I57 toward the town. 

6. The location of the interstate in the Walnut Ridge 
area does not seem to have noticeably helped that 
area and there is no reason to anticipate that it will 
the Pocahontas area. It might have helped decades 
ago before the area declined so much. 

While realizing the interstate has to go somewhere, 
I don’t feel the proposed “preferred” path 

on Important Farmland have been quantified by 
NRCS, a NEPA cooperating agency on this 
project. To help determine the extent of project-
related farmland impacts, each action 
alternative was preliminarily evaluated with the 
Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form 
(NRCS Form CPA‑106) using a weighted 
average (per NRCS direction). A finalized 
Farmland Conversion Rating Form would be 
completed and submitted to NRCS for the 
Preferred Alternative in the FEIS/ROD. 

3. Along with the development of design details, 
a detailed frontage road access study will be 
done in the future to make sure access to all 
parts of your property/farmland is maintained. If 
access cannot be provided or is cost prohibitive, 
ARDOT would compensate for the loss of the 
inaccessible areas. Before any right-of-way is 
acquired, additional design will be completed. 
Additional public involvement will be offered 
before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

4. See above responses #1-#3 and below 
responses #5-#7, which address your seven 
listed concerns. Additionally, impacts to the 
Donaldson WMA, family cemeteries, and local 
landmarks were avoided by the project and the 
roadway was located away from these features 
when possible. With regard to the gas plants, 
safety is one of the main priorities of the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA). The proposed 
roadway will not be located within a distance to 
a gas plant that is determined to be unsafe. 

5. Construction of the proposed project is 
anticipated to improve mobility and connectivity 
of the local, regional, and national transportation 
system and to provide reliable transportation 
infrastructure to support economic growth for 
the region. Additionally, construction of the 
proposed project is anticipated to increase the 
resiliency of the transportation network against 
extreme weather events. The Preferred 
Alternative would provide more resiliency of the 
transportation network against extreme weather 
events than compared with Alternative 3. 

6. With regard to economic benefits, the cities of 
Corning, Biggers, Reyno, and Walnut Ridge 
along with the Northeast Intermodal Authority 
provided a resolution that Alternative 2 would be 
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unnecessarily veering toward Pocahontas is the 
best choice for area which will be affected. 

No one likes being faced with the prospect of being 
pressured to sell their family land which is a part of 
their heritage, and the history of the area, or have it 
taken for the supposed good of someone not from 
the area, and not directly affected with the 
consequences and the loss of such an action. 

My parents built this house and lived here until their 
deaths; I grew up here and have spent most of my 
life here and raised my son here. 

7. I value the peace and quiet and the way of life of 
area. I certainly do not like the prospect of having 
an interstate .22 mile from my front door, and the 
disruption and destruction it will cause. Nor do I like 
the prospect of having the family farm, and the 
farms of my relatives, and neighbors destroyed by a 
roadway which should logically tak another route. It 
is a natural reaction to want to protect and preserve 
and to pass to future generations that which you 
hold dear and believe should be retained as a living 
history of a chosen way of life.  

I hope you will find a better alternative path that will 
leave this area (Biggers, Reyno, Cherokee Bay) 
Unaffected. 

more beneficial to existing developed areas for 
more growth potential whereas Alternative 3 
could slow that development and move future 
development to areas to the east and away from 
the growth in Randolph County. 

7. While there would be noise above and 
beyond the current ambient noise of rural farm 
land, the level of noise beyond 0.13 miles (675 
feet) from the proposed highway was 
determined through a noise screening study to 
be at a level that would not require any 
mitigation measures per FHWA policy. That 
said, we understand this project would result in 
changes in views and noise levels for nearby 
residents. 

81. Robert Rice 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 15 

This is an airstrip. I will not be able to use this 
airstrip for agricultural and private use. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

After additional investigation into an alignment 
shift to the southeast, it was determined that 
avoidance of your two airstrips, or at least 
providing avoidance of at least 2,200 feet of the 
north-south airstrip, is not practicable due to the 
constraints imposed by the interchange location 
to the southwest and by the properties to the 
north. Tying back into the already-constrained 
interchange to the southwest and to the 
alignment to the northwest, would require an “S-
curve” in the roadway. S-curves are avoided 
because they increase safety risks to users. 
Financial compensation for impacts to these 
airstrips will be negotiated with ARDOT during 
the right-of-way acquisition process. You can 
reference ARDOT’s Right-of-Way Procedures 
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for Acquisition by clicking the link or finding it on 
the website for more information. 

Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins. 

82. Robert Rice 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 16 

This is an airstrip. I will not be able to use this 
airstrip for agricultural and private use. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

After additional investigation into an alignment 
shift to the east, it was determined that 
avoidance of your two airstrips, or at least 
providing avoidance of at least 2,200 feet of the 
north-south airstrip, is not practicable due to the 
constraints imposed by the interchange location 
to the southwest and by the properties to the 
north. Tying back into the already-constrained 
interchange to the southwest and to the 
alignment to the northwest, would require an “S-
curve” in the roadway. S-curves are avoided 
because they increase safety risks to users. 
Financial compensation for impacts to these 
airstrips will be negotiated with ARDOT during 
the right-of-way acquisition process. You can 
reference ARDOT’s Right-of-Way Procedures 
for Acquisition by clicking the link or finding it on 
the website for more information. 

Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins. 

83. Robert J. 
Rice 

Email & 
Comment 

Form 

To Whom It May Concern: 

After attending the Arkansas Department of 
Transportation meeting in Corning, it appears that 
the chosen route of I-57 is set in stone.  I totally 
disagree with this decision for several reasons.  

1. This route takes more than two thousand acres of 
farmland away from owners and out of agriculture 
production.   

2. Landowners often take decades to pay for and 
improve their land to make it more productive. 
ARDOT’s  plan calls for cutting across farms and 
this often leaves, “caddy corners,” on a farm.  If this 
configuration of ground is even feasible to farm, it is 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

1. With regard to farmland soils, the project will 
comply with the Farmland Protection Policy Act 
(FPPA) of 1981. The USDA, through NRCS, 
administers the FPPA to ensure that federal 
programs minimize unnecessary and 
irreversible conversion of these important soil 
types to non-agricultural uses. Project impacts 
on Important Farmland have been quantified by 
NRCS, a NEPA cooperating agency on this 
project. To help determine the extent of project-
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very difficult with the size of today’s equipment to 
get to some of the farm ground that is left.  The 
ground is less productive and the farm drops in 
value.  

3. On my farm, the ARDOT plan will destroy two 
airstrips that have been in place for about forty 
years.  At this site, I have a sizable airplane hangar 
and the facilities necessary to operate an aerial 
application business, which I did for thirty years.   I 
have been retired for the past fifteen years but the 
airstrips are still used for agriculture production as I 
rent them to other agriculture pilots. I have a 
grandson who is working toward obtaining his 
commercial pilot’s license and hopes to start an 
aerial application business in Clay County.   His 
long-term plan is to use my airstrips and facilities in 
his venture.  Without the availably of my airstrips, 
hanger and other equipment necessary to begin an 
aerial application business, my grandson’s 
expenses would increase dramatically. 

From the tone of my letter, I make it very obvious 
that I do not want to sell my land for the expansion 
of I-57.   But your plan makes it obvious that I do 
not have a choice in the matter.  Adding insult to 
injury, I will have to pay capital gain taxes on the 
money I received for land I do not want to sell.  

4. I understand the need to bypass Corning with the 
ARDOT’s plan, however, in the interest of 
economics and less destruction of farmland, it 
makes more sense to me to use the existing 
Highway 67.  This would entail taking one hundred 
feet or less beside Highway 67 and building an 
additional two lanes. I don’t understand how one 
can buy thousands of acres of property and build 
four lanes of highway, cheaper than you can adapt 
the existing highway.  But then the government 
doesn’t usually do things that make sense to me. 

Respectfully,  

Robert J. Rice  

related farmland impacts, each action 
alternative was preliminarily evaluated with the 
Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form 
(NRCS Form CPA 106) using a weighted 
average (per NRCS direction). A finalized 
Farmland Conversion Rating Form would be 
completed and submitted to NRCS for the 
Preferred Alternative in the FEIS/ROD. 

2. Farmland splits were avoided and minimized 
where possible; however, avoidance of all splits 
was not possible. While the maximum right-of-
way width of 400 feet was included in our study 
and includes space for frontage roads, the 
actual width would vary and typically be less 
than 400 feet. Along with the development of 
design details, a detailed frontage road access 
study will be done in the future to make sure 
access to your property and farmland is 
maintained. If access cannot be provided or is 
cost prohibitive, ARDOT would compensate for 
the loss of the inaccessible areas. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired, additional design will 
be completed. Additional public involvement will 
be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. 

3. After additional investigation into an 
alignment shift to the east, it was determined 
that avoidance of these airstrips, or at least 
providing 2,200 feet of the north-south airstrip, 
is not practicable due to the constraints imposed 
by the interchange location to the southwest 
and by the properties to the north. Financial 
compensation for impacts to these airstrips will 
be negotiated with ARDOT during the right-of-
way acquisition process. You can reference 
ARDOT’s Right-of-Way Procedures for 
Acquisition by clicking the link or finding it on the 
website for more information. 

4. Alternative 1, which is most similar to the use 
of existing Highway 67 that you mention, was 
initially considered. While Alternative 1 would 
adequately address the purpose and need, it 
was dropped from further consideration for 
numerous reasons that are listed in the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). Some 
of the more substantial reasons are that 
Alternative 1 would displace substantially more 
homes, businesses, and agricultural buildings 
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than Alternatives 2 or 3 and it would impact 
substantially more cultural resources, 
hazardous sites, and would negatively impact 
local road access and property access along 
existing Highway 67. 

84. Celena Rorex 
Online 
Form 

I feel that we do not need I 57 for many reasons. Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

85. David Smith 
Comment 

Form 

I would just like for you to have it to where we can 
have the Randolph and Lawrence Co. Line, Fender 
Rd, and Hwy 90 East to have overpasses that we 
can still travel through because we farm on both 
sides of 67 and on all 3 of those roads. Thank you 
for your consideration 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. During the early stages of final 
design, ARDOT will determine which local roads 
will be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on 
them as well as proximity to other crossings. 
Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins.  

86. Milton B. 
Smith 

Comment 
Form 

Lawrence County Road 612, also known as White 
Oak Road will need an overpass. It is highly 
traveled with a church on one end and 2 businesses 
on the other end. Thank you for your consideration. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. During the early stages of final 
design, ARDOT will determine which local roads 
will be severed versus having an overpass / 
underpass based on the amount of traffic on 
them as well as proximity to other crossings. 
Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins. 

87. Bonita Staudt 
Smithee 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 20 

I request that the interchange at the 
Randolph/Lawrence County line be moved to this 
location as requested by many local residents and 
elected officials. This change would more greatly 
benefit Walnut Ridge, Pocahontas, the airport and 
all future users. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

Interchange locations were guided by several 
factors including access to populous areas, 
minimum spacing between interchanges, and 
input from public and state officials. Additionally, 
environmental constraints such as Village Creek 
are located near the Lawrence Road 408 
location suggested. After additional 
consideration, ARDOT determined revision of 
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the Preferred Alternative to address this 
comment was not practical. Revision of the 
interchange location would increase floodplain 
impacts, result in hydraulic issues, and inflict 
additional and new impacts, including farmland 
splits, to other surrounding property owners. 
Additionally, relocation of the interchange to 
Lawrence Road 408 would require multiple 90 
degree curves in order to connect back to 
existing Hwy. 67 while the existing interchange 
location on Lawrence Road 416 allows for direct 
access to Hwy. 67. 

88. Bonita Staudt 
Smithee 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 21 

I request that the alignment in this area be shifted 
along Gum Stump Road. I am more than willing to 
burden the entire width of the interstate on my 
property.  But I would most certainly like to avoid 
cutting off 100 acres from the remaining farm, 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

This alignment shift would require a residential 
relocation and a farming operation relocation to 
the south, and would place the roadway in close 
proximity to, or would impact, the Snow 
Cemetery. Shifting the alignment to this location 
would remove a large, wooded area that 
functions as important wildlife habitat and that is 
also likely a forested wetland. Due to the lack of 
forested tracts present within the region, 
impacts to wooded areas were avoided where 
possible. Farmland splits were avoided and 
minimized where possible; however, avoidance 
of all splits was not possible. 

Along with the development of design details, a 
detailed frontage road access study will be done 
in the future to make sure access to the 100 
acres on the remaining farm is maintained. If 
access cannot be provided or is cost prohibitive, 
ARDOT would compensate for the loss of the 
inaccessible areas. Before any right-of-way is 
acquired additional design will be completed. 
Additional public involvement will be offered 
before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

89. Bonita Staudt 
Smithee 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 22 

By relocating the interchange to the South, the 
alignment could be easily shifted West to run 
North/South along Gum Stump Road.  These 
changes could better serve all involve and preserve 
the full use of this 5th generation farm. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

Interchange locations were guided by several 
factors including access to populous areas, 
minimum spacing between interchanges, and 
input from public and state officials. After 
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additional consideration, ARDOT determined 
revision of the Preferred Alternative to relocate 
the interchange to the south was not practical. 
Revision of the interchange location would 
increase floodplain impacts, result in hydraulic 
issues, and inflict additional and new impacts, 
including farmland splits, to other surrounding 
property owners. Additionally, relocation of the 
interchange to Lawrence Road 408 would 
require multiple 90 degree curves in order to 
connect back to existing Hwy. 67 while the 
existing interchange location on Lawrence Road 
416 allows for direct access to Hwy. 67. 

Shifting the alignment to the west would remove 
a large, wooded area that is also likely a 
forested wetland. Additionally, this alignment 
shift would require a residential relocation and a 
farming operation relocation to the south, and 
would place the roadway in close proximity to, 
or would impact, the Snow Cemetery. 

Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins. 

90. Charles E. 
Snapp 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 23 

As I discussed at the Walnut Ridge viewing, please 
reconsider the interchange location currently shown 
on the Lawrence Randolph County Line. The city of 
Walnut Ridge, WBU, airport/industrial park need the 
location near the airport. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

Interchange locations were guided by several 
factors including access to populous areas, 
minimum spacing between interchanges, and 
input from public and state officials. After 
additional consideration, ARDOT determined 
revision of the Preferred Alternative to address 
this comment was not practical. Revision of the 
interchange location would increase floodplain 
impacts, result in hydraulic issues, and inflict 
additional and new impacts, including farmland 
splits, to other surrounding property owners. 
Additionally, relocation of the interchange to 
Lawrence Road 408 would require multiple 90 
degree curves in order to connect back to 
existing Hwy. 67 while the existing interchange 
location on Lawrence Road 416 allows for direct 
access to Hwy. 67. 
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91. Joseph Story 
Online 
Form 

Please consider using "I-30" as the designation for 
this roadway. It runs slightly more east-west than 
north-south. The designation would also allow for 
the control cities to remain as Memphis on 
Interstate 57 southbound and as St Louis on this 
highway northbound. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. Federal legislation has already 
designated this corridor for future Interstate 
Route 57 (I‑57).  

92. Larry 
Wiedeman 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 18 

There is an irrigation well located here. Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

As final design is completed, we will look at 
possible avoidance. If avoidance is not 
possible/practicable, financial compensation for 
impacts to agricultural wells will be negotiated 
with ARDOT during the right-of-way acquisition 
process. You can reference ARDOT’s Right-of-
Way Procedures for Acquisition by clicking the 
link or finding it on the website for more 
information. Before any right-of-way is acquired, 
additional design will be completed. Additional 
public involvement will be offered before right-
of-way acquisition begins. 

93. Larry 
Wiedeman 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 19 

Need clearance room for using equipment for 
loading and unloading grain bins. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. As final design is completed, we 
will look at design options that avoid this impact.  

Along with the development of design details, a 
detailed frontage road access study will be done 
in the future to make sure access to your grain 
bins is maintained. If access or appropriate 
clearance room cannot be provided or is cost 
prohibitive, ARDOT would compensate for the 
loss of the inaccessible areas. Before any right-
of-way is acquired additional design will be 
completed. Additional public involvement will be 
offered before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

94. Larry 
Wiedeman 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 27 

Any encroachment on the grain bins in this location 
would make it impossible to load grain!! 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

As final design is completed, we will look at 
design options that avoid this impact. Along with 
the development of design details, a detailed 
frontage road access study will be done in the 
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future to make sure access to these grain bins 
is maintained. If access or appropriate 
clearance room cannot be provided or is cost 
prohibitive, ARDOT would compensate for the 
loss of the inaccessible areas. Before any right-
of-way is acquired additional design will be 
completed. Additional public involvement will be 
offered before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

95. Larry 
Wiedeman 

Interactive 
Map 

ID# 28 

Closing cr 131 at this location would leave me 
without access to my home whenever Black River is 
out of it's banks OR after a 3"" or greater rain. CR 
131 south of this area & CR 116 become 
impassable due to high water 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

Along with the development of design details, a 
detailed frontage road access study will be done 
in the future to make sure access to your home 
is maintained. If access cannot be provided or is 
cost prohibitive, ARDOT would compensate for 
the loss of the inaccessible areas. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired, additional design will 
be completed. Additional public involvement will 
be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. 

96. Vicky Wilson 
Online 
Form 

I hope that you would consider the bottom lands 
natural habitat, and the surrounding farmlands. I 
feel the highway needs to be streamlined from 
Walnut Ridge to Corning, deviating around the 
Schaffer’s Eddy and Datto Access. We need to 
keep these areas close to their natural lay of the 
land for the sake of the wildlife. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

Impacts to wildlife were assessed and impacts 
to wildlife habitat were avoided where feasible. 
Permanent habitat loss is the primary impact to 
terrestrial wildlife communities within the project 
footprint. Wildlife utilizing the WMA are 
anticipated to experience temporary disruption 
during construction. Additionally, the 
approximately 400-foot-wide right-of-way of the 
proposed project is anticipated to impede or 
restrict most wildlife movement through the 
area; however, it is expected that most species 
would be able to cross below proposed span 
bridges and some culverts. Impacts to important 
wildlife habitat such as bottomlands and 
forested wetlands were avoided during initial 
route selection by positioning alternatives 
around forested habitat to the extent possible 
and by avoiding the Black River WMA 
completely. Impacts to wildlife travel corridors 
and riparian habitat were minimized where 
possible by selection of routes that 
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perpendicularly crossed these features. The 
Preferred Alternative will not impact Schaeffer’s 
Eddy Access or the Datto Access and access to 
these sites will be maintained. 

97.  Wilburn 
Wiseman 

Online 
Form 

I feel that the proposed highway should follow the 
same survey as the railroad. About 125 years ago, 
the Union Pacific Railroad studied extensively the 
best route to place its rail system. It ran east of the 
present day Donaldson WMA, largely out of the 
floodplain of the Black and Current Rivers, with 
spurs to smaller towns and Pocahontas. Except for 
a few in Pocahontas, who have not fully realized the 
negative socioeconomic impact of Alternate 2, the 
majority of people know that the best long term 
socioeconomic and environmentally sound route is 
for I-57 to run parallel and next to the railroad east 
of the Dave Donaldson Wildlife Management Area 
to the Missouri line. 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process.  

The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 2 and C) 
was identified because it provides better access 
to Pocahontas, Randolph County, and existing 
Highway 67, has greater public support, and 
has less farm impacts. Based on our analysis, 
Alternative 2 results in fewer impacts to farmers 
(i.e., fewer split farms, landowner impacts, and 
impacts to active cropland) and additionally has 
fewer relocations, impacts to levees, impacts to 
wooded areas, and impacts to streams 
compared with Alternative 3. 

98. Matthew 
Woolard 

Online 
Form 

Will there be service roads along the northern part 
of the interstate. 

Thank you for your comment. It has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. Along with the development of 
design details, a detailed frontage road access 
study will be done in the future to determine 
where service roads will be located. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired, additional design will 
be completed. Additional public involvement will 
be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. 

99.  John Wright 
Comment 

Form 

I think Garver has grossly underestimated the cost 
of alternate 2. By millions of dollars 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. Cost estimates were based on 
the best information available. 

100. John William 
Wright 

Online 
Form 

 

(Identical 
letter 

submitted 
also) 

I am writing to call attention to the negative 
environmental and socioeconomic impacts of 
Alternate 2 of the proposed 1-57 project near 
Pocahontas. I have been a native of the area for 
over 62 years, as a landowner, farmer, and farm 
manager. I have seen the power and consequences 
of the flooding, which will be exacerbated if this plan 
is used, causing significant economic and 
ecological losses to the area, from Corning to 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 

1. The highway will be designed to meet 
ARDOT, FHWA, and FEMA standards for 
drainage. Culverts and bridges will be designed 
to convey flow efficiently from one side of the 
highway to the other without causing impactful 
flood water surface elevations upstream. 
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Walnut Ridge. My families interest in the area goes 
back to over 120 years.  

Pocahontas is an agricultural community, with 
greater than 30,000 acres of farmland in the valleys 
of the Black and Current Rivers in Randolph County 
alone. These acres produce over $25,000,000 in 
agricultural sales annually, with production cost of 
$16,000,000-$20,000,000 annually.  

The confluence of the Current and Black Rivers, 
just north off Pocahontas, is a key juncture of a 
massive water drainage system, most of which is 
unimpeded for 150 miles to the north. The smaller 
Black River has a dam at Piedmont, Missouri, but 
the larger Current River is a National Scenic River 
in Missouri and has no water control structures in 
place. The Little Black River empties into the 
Current just west of Success, Arkansas, and it lacks 
water control structures as well.  

Recent years have seen a greater than 100 year 
flood in 2008, and historic greater than 500 year 
floods in 2011 and again in 2017. In 1975 my 
grandfather showed me the 100 year flood mark on 
his farm at Reyno, on the Current River. He built a 
cabin 12 inches above the 100 year flood mark. In 
2011 and 2017, the water level reached 10 inches 
above the 100 year mark. There are probably 
several factors involved, that these historic levels 
have been breached, including changing weather 
patterns, increased runoff from infrastructure 
developments upstream, and man made levees for 
water control.  

1. The proposed route, Alternate 2, would have to 
include some type of structure to be above the 
floodplain from at least the Lawrence-Randolph 
County line to almost Biggers, at Cherokee Bay, a 
distance of approximately 12-15 miles. If even a 
bridge-like structure were built, with three foot piles 
every 100 feet, the resulting impedance of the 
drainage of the Black, Current, and Little Back River 
systems will raise floodings to record levels. Even 
normal seasonal floods will have slower drain off of 
the farmland, and delayed planting and loss of 
crops will become the norm and not the exception. 
The economic consequences of worsening flooding 
in the Current and Black River valleys will be 
disastrous. The farmers, who economically support 
towns from Walnut Ridge to Corning, will suffer 
greater losses than they presently do, and will not 

Roadway drainage such as inlets, pipes, and 
ditches will be designed to outfall to existing 
streams without increasing downstream flows. 
Drainage analysis and design techniques will 
account for the special challenges of flat 
topography within the highway corridor. 

2. Permanent habitat loss is the primary impact 
to terrestrial wildlife communities within the 
project footprint. Wildlife utilizing the WMA are 
anticipated to experience temporary disruption 
during construction. Additionally, the 
approximately 400-foot-wide right-of-way of the 
proposed project is anticipated to impede or 
restrict most wildlife movement through the 
area; however, it is expected that most species 
would be able to cross below proposed span 
bridges and some culverts. Impacts to important 
wildlife habitat such as forested wetlands were 
avoided during initial route selection by 
positioning alternatives around forested habitat 
to the extent possible and by avoiding the Black 
River WMA completely. Any impacts to 
archeological resources will be addressed 
through the Section 106 Programmatic 
Agreement, which is included in the Appendices 
of the FEIS/ROD, that has been prepared for 
the project. Under the Programmatic 
Agreement, cultural resources (archeological 
and architectural resources) will be evaluated, 
project impacts will be assessed, and the 
appropriate treatment will be defined for any 
archeological sites that are determined eligible 
for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

3. The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 2 and 
C) best satisfied the purpose and need of the 
project while minimizing the negative impacts to 
the extent possible. Based on our analysis, 
Alternative 2 results in fewer split farms and has 
fewer relocations, landowner impacts, impacts 
to active cropland, impacts to levees, impacts to 
wooded areas, and impacts to streams 
compared with Alternative 3 

The cities of Corning, Biggers, Reyno and 
Walnut Ridge along with the Northeast 
Intermodal Authority provided a resolution that 
Alternative 2 would be more beneficial to 
existing developed areas for more growth 
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*101. 

Melissa Moore Yates, Co-Trustee 
Moore Family Trust 

 

January 21, 2023 

To: The Arkansas Department of Transportation, Garver Construction, and To Whom It May Concern: 

RE: Future I-57, ARDOT Job 100512 

Commentor 
Comment  
Method 

Comments Response 

be able to financially survive if they choose to farm 
the worsening floodplain. The suppliers of goods 
and services to farmers will realize the loss of 
equipment sales, automobile sales, fertilizer, 
chemicals, and seed purchases. Local grain 
merchants will see loss of crops to sell. This will 
result in losses to suppliers and increased 
unemployment in the area.  

2. The Current River is a National treasure. A 
National Scenic River in Missouri, it meanders down 
to join the Black River. The Black runs through the 
25,000+acre Dave Donaldson Wildlife Management 
Area. Its seclusion, hardwood forest and wildlife is 
like none other I have seen in the United States. An 
interstate structure skirting between the west side of 
the WMA and the Current River will have negative 
ecological consequences to this treasured area, 
which also has a tremendous archaeological history 
dating back thousands of years.  

3. About 125 years ago, the Union Pacific Railroad 
studied extensively the best route to place its rail 
system. It ran east of the present day Donaldson 
WMA, largely out of the floodplain of the Black and 
Current Rivers, with spurs to smaller towns and 
Pocahontas. Except for a few in Pocahontas, who 
have not fully realized the negative socioeconomic 
impact of Alternate 2, the majority of people know 
that the best long term socioeconomic and 
environmentally sound route is for 1-57 to run 
parallel and next to the railroad east of the Dave 
Donaldson Wildlife Management Area to the 
Missouri line. 

potential whereas Alternative 3 could slow that 
development and move future development to 
areas to the east and away from the growth in 
Randolph County. 

101. Melissa 
Moore Yates 

Submitted 
Letter 

Letter is included at the end of this Disposition of 
Comments document *101. 
 
**Pictures are included with original submitted letter 
located in PDF I57_PH2022_Comments. 

The response is included with the submitted 
letter at the end of this Disposition of Comments 
document. 
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My name is Melissa Moore Yates.  I am a Co-Trustee along with my father, Harold Ray Moore, of the Moore Family Trust which owns 
Farm 4934, Tract 2311, located on Lawrence Road 416, the County Line Road in Lawrence County, Arkansas, which our family has 
named the “County Line Farm.”  This farm was originally founded in the late 1870s by my great, great grandfather, Miles Stanley 
Jackson. 

We are respectfully submitting this written statement to be included in the formal comments of the DEIS Public Hearing and the formal 
record regarding ARDOT Job 100512.  Our comments are specifically regarding Alternative 2, which is one of the proposed routes of 
Future I-57 from Walnut Ridge to the Missouri State Line. The proposed route of Alternative 2 runs right through the middle of our 
County Line Farm. 

I attended the DEIS Public Hearing on December 13, 2022, in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas and had discussions with representatives from 
both ARDOT and Garver.  I was told that all written comments submitted by landowners and concerned citizens would be read in their 
entirety and that fair and reasonable consideration would be given to each comment.  I respectfully request that my comments in this 
statement would be read in their entirety and given fair and reasonable consideration. 

Please allow me to start by providing you with the history of our County Line Farm and my ancestors who have owed it for 
approximately 140 years.  I would also like to add that, in my humble opinion, our family history is a part of the rich heritage and history 
of Walnut Ridge and Lawrence County, Arkansas.  That is the reason I am including it in this statement. 

The County Line Farm is currently owned in its entirety by the Moore Family Trust and contains approximately 550 acres.  240 acres of 
this tract of 550 acres was originally purchased on or about the year 1879 by my great, great grandfather, Miles Stanley Jackson, an 
American Civil War Veteran.  This tract of 240 acres has been continuously owned and farmed by my family ever since Miles Stanley 
Jackson founded our family farm over 140 years ago.  I have recently learned that our farm qualifies us to participate in the “Arkansas 
Century Farm Program” which recognizes Arkansas’s rich agricultural heritage and honors families who have owned and farmed the 
same land for at least 100 years. The program is administered by the Arkansas Department of Agriculture.  I will be applying for our 
farm to be included in that program when 2023 applications are made available on February 1, 2023. 

Our County Line Farm is currently being farmed by my cousin, Steve Lee Jackson, who has farmed this tract of land for decades, along 
with his father before him, Bobby Lee Jackson, who is now deceased. Miles Stanley Jackson, who purchased the original 240 acres, is 
also the great, great grandfather of Steve Jackson.  Steve’s sons, Steven Jackson and Will Jackson, are currently assisting their father, 
Steve Jackson, in farming our County Line Farm. 

In 1864, Miles Stanley Jackson and his wife, Marry Jane Johnson Jackson, and their 3 children, Martha, James and John, were living 
in Pulaski, Illinois.  The American Civil War was raging at that time, and Miles Jackson felt compelled to serve in the Union Army.  On 
September 20, 1864, at the age of 38, Miles voluntarily enlisted in the 81st Illinois Infantry to serve his country.  He fought in many Civil 
War battles, primarily in Tennessee and Alabama.  He was severely wounded in the Battle of Fort Blakeley, east of Mobile, Alabama in 
April 1865, and was honorably discharged on August 5, 1865, in Vicksburg, Mississippi.  He returned to his family in Pulaski, Illinois to 
recuperate, but unfortunately, he suffered from a lifelong disability as a result of his wounds. 

On August 5, 1867, Miles and Marry had another son, Thomas William Jackson, who was my great grandfather.  Sometime after 
Thomas was born, Miles told his wife, Marry, that God had spoken to him in a dream and instructed him to move their family to Green 
County, Arkansas.  (This is a true story passed down through our family for generations.)  So, in 1879, Miles sold his property and 
moved his family to what he thought was Green County, Arkansas but somehow ended up in Lawrence County, right on the border line 
of Lawrence and Randolf Counties.  He subsequently purchased the original 240-acre tract of what is now our County Line Farm. Miles 
Jackson and his wife, Marry, built their home, planted a garden, bought farm animals, and made it their family homestead. My 
grandfather, Thomas William Jackson, was 10 years old when the Jacksons settled in Lawrence County, and he was raised on our 
family farm.  Over the years, many of our family members were born, lived and died on that farm.  There is a cemetery which adjoins 
our farm called the Snow Cemetery, where 7 of our family members are buried.   

Marry Jane Jackson died on June 2, 1895 and is buried in the Snow Cemetery.  After Marry Jackson died, Miles Stanley Jackson 
subsequently moved to Harrisburg, Arkansas, to live with his then adult daughter, Martha, until he died on January 17, 1914.  Upon his 
father’s death, Thomas William Jackson inherited the 240-acre tract of land which is the subject of this statement.  

Thomas Jackson continued to live in the home that his father built, and he started a family of his own.  On February 4, 1893, Thomas 
married Ida Mae Glenn.  They had 7 children.  Three of them, Andrew, Zolar, and Willie, died before the age of 2.  All 3 of those 
children are buried beside their grandmother, Marry Jackson, in the Snow Cemetery.  On December 30, 1903, Thomas and Ida Mae 
had a daughter named Beulah Gladys Jackson.  She was born in the home built by Miles Jackson and was raised on that farm.  Beulah 
Jackson was my father’s mother and my grandmother. On April 14, 1906, Thomas and Ida Mae had a son named Clarence William 
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Jackson.  He was also born in the home built by Miles Jackson and raised on that farm.  Clarence Jackson was my great uncle and 
Steve Jackson’s grandfather.  On November 14, 1909, Ida Mae Jackson died from influenza at the age of 33.  She is buried in the 
Snow Cemetery beside her 3 children and her mother-in-law who all predeceased her.  Thomas continued to live on that farm and 
raised his 4 surviving children who were all under the age of 10 when his wife, Ida Mae, died.  On July 22, 1915, Thomas married a 
widow named Artie Hilderbrandt Snow. They had one daughter, Mary Jackson, who died before the age of 2.  Mary is buried beside 
her siblings and her grandmother in the Snow Cemetery.  On November 17, 1918, Artie Hilderbrandt Snow Jackson died and is buried 
in the Snow Cemetery.  Our family has 7 family members who are buried in the Snow Cemetery.  The Snow Cemetery is located less 
than one quarter (1/4) of a mile from where the proposed Future I-57 interstate crosses through our County Line Farm.  We respectfully 
request that you allow our ancestors to continue to rest in peace.   

It was a hard life for the early settlers of Lawrence County.  However, Thomas William Jackson was an entrepreneur and a hard 
worker.  He was also a very kind and generous man. He began purchasing land in several areas of Lawrence County and developed it 
into crop farmland.  He ultimately owned and farmed over seven thousand acres of land.  His primary crop was cotton.  He employed 
many farm workers and built homes in various locations on his land so his farm workers had homes to live in.  He built cotton gins in 
Walnut Ridge, Portia and Clover Bend, employing many people.  He purchased land in Walnut Ridge and had several houses built for 
family members, including my grandmother, Beulah, and other citizens.  Steve Jackson currently resides in one of the homes built by 
his great grandfather.  Thomas Jackson lived in Lawrence County for his entire life and contributed to the business and farming 
communities in many ways until his death on September 5, 1943.  

My grandmother, Beulah Jackson, dearly loved her father, she dearly loved the original Jackson farm and the home where she and her 
siblings were born and raised.  She wanted to make sure that farm stayed in our family and hoped to pass it on to her descendants for 
generations to come.  So, she asked her father to deed the 240-acre tract to her.  Thomas did deed it to her a year before he died. 
Upon his death on September 5, 1943, most of the remaining property owned by Thomas Jackson was distributed among other 
Jackson family members.  Many of our family members currently own and continue to farm land in Lawrence County they have 
inherited from Thomas Jackson. 

However, Thomas did not get the opportunity to pass all of the land he owned to his descendants.  In 1942, Thomas owned a tract of 
land which is now located at the Walnut Ridge Regional Airport.  In April, 1942, the United States government came to him and other 
farmers who owned land in that location, and told them the government needed their land to build a flight training center to support the 
war effort.  The government seized a tract of land from Thomas Jackson and paid him $90 per acre.  He was told the government 
would give that tract of land back to him (or he could buy it back) after the war ended.   The US government did not give our family the 
opportunity to recover that tract of land after the war ended. They gave the land to the city of Walnut Ridge.  So, the currently proposed 
route of Future I-57 Alternative 2 is not the only time land owned by our family has been seized by the government.  However, I will 
admit that the Airport and the Industrial Complex have now contributed greatly to the economic development of Walnut Ridge. 

On August 26, 1920, my grandmother, Beulah Gladys Jackson married John Royal Moore, a decorated WWI Veteran.  In 1917, at the 
age of 18, Royal Moore voluntarily enlisted in the Army Air Corps and was stationed at Hazelhurst Aviation Field #2 in Long Island, 
New York, which was later renamed Mitchel Air Force Base.  During his service in WWI, Royal flew missions over Italy and France. In 
1920, Royal voluntarily enlisted in the United States Marine Corps and served an additional four years, honorably serving his country 
for nearly 7 years. For most of their lives, Beulah and Royal Moore lived in Walnut Ridge in a home located on S.E. 4th Street that was 
built for her by her father, Thomas Jackson, and they contributed to the community in many ways. 

Buelah and Royal had one son, Harold Ray Moore, who was born 98 years ago on July 16, 1924, in Walnut Ridge in that home on S.E. 
4th Street built by his grandfather.  Harold is my father and is a decorated WWII United States Marine Corps Veteran.  In May 1942, at 
the age of 17, he voluntarily enlisted in the United States Marine Corps.  He was a part of the 1st Marine Provisional Brigade, 22nd 
Regiment, which ultimately enlarged to become the 6th Marine Division.  He served in the Pacific Theatre for four years from 1942 to 
1946.  He was wounded three times but continued to serve his country until WWII ended. When his grandfather, Thomas William 
Jackson, died in September 1943, Harold was unable to attend his grandfather’s funeral as he was serving in combat and was not 
allowed leave.  In February 1946, Harold was honorably discharged from the Marines and returned to Walnut Ridge. He subsequently 
joined the US Marine Corp Reserves and served two more years, thus honorably serving his country for 6 years.  He is among the last 
war veterans of the Greatest Generation. 

On February 23, 1946, Harold married my mother, Virginia Lackey Moore, and began raising a family In Walnut Ridge.  Over the years, 
Harold had other jobs, but he continually assisted his mother and father in running the family farming operations until his parents died.    

When Thomas Jackson deeded the original 240-acre Jackson homestead to Beulah, she and Royal began buying small parcels of land 
which adjoined her farm. Over the years they added an additional 300+ acres until the farm ultimately contains a total of approximately 
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550 acres.  They had a share crop arrangement with their farmers who, over a period of years, helped them make many improvements 
to the newly added parcels of land, clearing timber and underbrush to allow for crop production, installed wells for irrigation and leveled 
the land to maximize production. They continued to own, operate and maintain that farm for the rest of their lives. 

Over the years, Harold Moore has contributed to the Lawrence County farming community in several ways.  Besides the County Line 
Farm, he purchased and developed 3 other farms in Lawrence County and one farm in Randolph County.  Three of those farms he 
made into crop farmland.  But, in the mid-1960s, he purchased a “hill farm” on AR 117 in Black Rock, which is now owned by Bill 
Jackson (no family relationship) and known today as the “Jackson Farm.”  

Harold built our family a home there, cleared the timber, developed pasture land and made it into a prime cattle ranch. The land had 
natural spring water which he recognized could be contained and controlled by building a damn, and a 24 acre lake.  Harold partnered 
with the Lawrence County Water and Soil Conservation District to further develop his ranch with its natural springs and lake to become 
a tributary of Lake Charles, which was built in an effort to control flooding and preserve the watershed in the Shirey Bay Rainey Brake 
Wildlife Management Area.  In 1973, Harold was recognized as the Conservation District’s outstanding cooperator for his achievements 
in developing that ranch, and its contribution to soil conservation and wildlife development. Incidentally, that ranch is where I spent my 
childhood. Harold has since sold all 4 of those farms and moved to Little Rock, Arkansas, where he resides today. 

Beulah Jackson Moore died on May 3, 1971. Upon the death of his mother, Harold Ray Moore inherited the County Line Farm, which is 
the subject of this statement. Harold has continued to own, operate and maintain our original Jackson family homestead, in keeping 
with his mother’s wishes. 

On December 20, 1991, Harold Moore established the Moore Family Trust.  The County Line Farm was placed in that Trust with the 
express intent that this valuable family farm would be passed down to his descendants and would be owned by our family in perpetuity 
rendering our land incapable of being surrendered or transferred. 

The County Line Farm is extremely important to our family, both economically from an income perspective, and sentimentally, because 
of the legacy of the land. For over 140 years, members of our family have been dependent, at least to some degree, upon that farm for 
income.  The income from that farm is currently my father's only source of income.  We are planning for the income from that farm to 
help carry me and my siblings through our retirement.  We are planning for that farm to remain in our family and the income from that 
farm to be a source of income for my son and my descendants for many years to come. The income from that farm is also currently a 
significant source of income for my cousin, Steve Jackson, who has farmed that land for decades.  Steve and his sons, Steven and 
Will, are planning to continue farming that land and receiving income from farming that land for years to come as well.  

My father is now just a small landowner with just a little family farm, and in the whole scheme of things, our little family farm may not be 
important to the people make the final decisions regarding this entire interstate project.  But we are an honorable farm family with a 
proud legacy of service to our country and the Lawrence County community.  As of today, 6 generations of the Jackson family have 
lived in Lawrence County and contributed to the County and the Walnut Ridge community in so many ways.  And the County Line Farm 
is where it all started! This little farm, with its years of family history, is a huge part of our heritage and family legacy! I don’t know how 
you can place a dollar value on this farm, because, to our family, it is priceless!  And it is heartbreaking to think there could possibly be 
an interstate built right over the top of where my great, great grandfather, Miles Stanley Jackson, started his family farm in Lawrence 
County, Arkansas over a century ago! 

Sadly, building an interstate through the middle of our original family farm is a desecration of our land with total disrespect and 
disregard to our family legacy. In my humble opinion, instead of paving over our farm with an interstate, I think a monument should be 
erected to honor the small American farm family that for generations has poured blood, sweat, tears and significant amounts of money 
into expanding, improving and continuously farming this little tract of Arkansas farmland, and other farms in Lawrence County! I think 
the Arkansas Century Farm Program would agree with me. 

Now that you know the history of this tract of land and our family heritage and legacy in Lawrence County, my father, Harold Ray 
Moore, and I, as Co-Trustees of the Moore Family Trust, would like to respectfully state that we object to and are opposed to the 
location of Future I-57 Alternative 2.  We respectfully request that we be allowed to exercise our right to continue to own and possess 
our County Line Farm, be allowed the right to the peaceful use and enjoyment of our land and continue the uninterrupted farming 
operation of the entire 550 acres of our family’s original Lawrence County Farm. 

Now, please allow me to state the reasons for our objection to and opposition to the location of I-57, Alternative 2: 

1. In my opinion, the County Line Farm is a part of the rich agricultural history and heritage of Lawrence County, Arkansas.  It 
would be a loss to the heritage and legacy of Lawrence County to destroy a Century-old farm by building an interstate through 
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the middle of it. The proposed route of Alternative 2 runs directly through the original 240 acres founded by Miles Stanley 
Jackson in 1879. 

2. The seizure of any part of our farm will have a permanent economic impact on our family, both now and into the future.  
Alternative 2 proposes, not only the interstate, but also includes an interchange to be located on our farm.  According to the 
ARDOT diagram, the currently proposed route of Alternative 2 will seize approximately 55 acres of our farm. The interstate 
and the interchange will reduce the number of acres of our farm by approximately 10%, thus reducing our crop production 
and, consequently, reducing the amount of annual income our farm produces. My father, Harold Moore, is 98 years old and 
today has no other source of income aside from the income he receives from crop production on the County Line Farm.  A 
reduction of his annual income will have a severely detrimental effect on my father’s lifestyle and well-being.  For the 
government to seize his land and, consequently deliberately cause a permanent reduction of the only source of income of a 
98-year-old WWII Marine Corps Veteran is harsh, cruel and unconscionable!  

My siblings, my son and I are beneficiaries of The Moore Family Trust which legally entitles us to the continued ownership and 
use of the County Line Farm.  To deprive us of our legal right to continue to own land which has been owned by our family for 
5 generations is intrusive and oppressive.   

Additionally, my siblings and I are all retired.  We can’t replace the income that will be lost in the future from the reduced crop 
production.  Our farmers, Steve, Steven and Will Jackson will also sustain a reduction in annual income both today and into 
the future. Deliberately and permanently reducing income for my family, my descendants and our farmers is inequitable and 
unreasonable. 

3. Not only does the interstate and interchange reduce the acreage of our farm, but it will also separate our farm into two 
separate land areas, which will cause interference and disruption to our farming operations, along with additional expense 
required to farm two separate land areas.  Additionally, the proposed location of the interstate and interchange will run directly 
over two of our irrigation wells, which will need to be replaced in order to effectively irrigate our crops.  Obviously, the 
reduction of acreage and crop production, along with increased expenses, and the resulting reduction of total annual net 
income will be permanent.   

4. If we are forced to sell any part of our land to ARDOT, the Moore Family Trust will be required to pay capital gains tax on the 
land that is sold. As of the date of this statement, the cost basis for determining the capital gains tax would be set from the 
date Harold Moore inherited the land from his mother, Beulah Jackson Moore, when she died in 1971. It is unjust and 
inequitable to force us to sell land to ARDOT, that we don’t want to sell, and consequently be required to pay a large amount 
of capital gains tax back to the government. Paying a capital gains tax will also reduce the total amount of proceeds the Moore 
Family Trust would receive from the sale of the land, thus reducing the amount of money available to invest in some other 
possible income producing investment. That is an additional hardship forced on my father and our family. 

5. An interstate highway with a huge volume of vehicles traveling through our farm will have a negative environmental impact on 
our land.  Burning gasoline and diesel fuel creates harmful byproducts like nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, 
benzene, and formaldehyde. In addition, vehicles emit carbon dioxide, the most common human-caused greenhouse gas. 
Vehicle pollutants are harmful to humans and contain greenhouse gases that cause climate change. These toxic substances 
will cover our land, permeating and polluting our soil, which, over time, will permanently affect the quality and quantity of our 
crop production.  Additionally, our farmers, Steve, Steven and Will Jackson (and any future farmers of our farm) will be 
subjected to these toxic substances which could potentially affect their health long term.  I am also sure our land will be 
subject to trash, waste and debris thrown out of vehicles which could interfere with crop production as well. 

 

Now, if I may, I would like to list my questions and concerns which have not yet been addressed by the information I have been 
provided so far by ARDOT and Garver: 

1. US Highway 67 currently runs between Walnut Ridge and Pocahantas.  It is currently a 4 lane highway which allows for 
transportation and economic development along that route and into Pocahantas already.  The County Line Farm is located 
approximately 1.9 miles from US Highway 67.  Why is there a need to build a new interstate highway less than 2 miles away 
from an existing US highway?  If the goal is to bring economic development to Northeast Arkansas, would Future I-57 
Alternative 3 not better serve the economic development of Northeast Arkansas in the communities of Paragould and 
Jonesboro and other communities along that route, as Pocahantas already has access to a 4 lane US highway?  
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2. Why is there a need to place an interchange on our farm?  The County Line Farm borders Lawrence Road 416, which is 
currently a gravel/dirt road.  In my opinion, the better location for an interchange would be somewhere near the Walnut Ridge 
Regional Airport and the Industrial Park.  This would allow for better access to the Industrial Park and the Airport and could 
contribute to future economic development of that industrial area, which I believe would be more of an economic benefit to the 
community, as opposed to destroying productive farmland.  Permanently destroying our family’s productive crop farmland is 
certainly not an economic benefit to my family, our farmers or our descendants. 

However, if the interchange is built on our farm, over the top of Lawrence Road 416/County Line Road, will that road be 
paved?  If so, will that require that even more acreage of our farm to be seized?  Will paving Lawrence Road 416 further 
interrupt the farming operations of our County Line Farm?   

3. Will the government establish easements on our farm?  If so, where will the easements be located and what will be their 
purpose? 

4. While construction of this interstate through our farm is in process, will construction equipment be restricted to the use of only 
the land that the government proposes to purchase and only be allowed access to the property where the interstate will be 
built?  Or will construction workers request access to or have easements over our remaining property as they move around 
and park construction vehicles and equipment during the construction process? If construction equipment enters our fields, it 
could potentially damage our land and our crops, and would definitely interfere with our farming operations. How long will the 
construction process interfere with our farming operations? If our land is damaged or our crop production is reduced during the 
construction process, will we be compensated for consequential damages if that occurs? 

5. What about drainage?  Will there be drainpipes or drainage ditches that will collect the water that will flow off the interstate 
when it rains.  Obviously, concrete cannot absorb water, so where will the water go when it rains?  Village Creek and Tupelo 
Ditch run through our farm.  If water from the interstate is directed from the interstate through drainage pipes or drainage 
ditches into Village Creek, Village Creek could potentially overflow, which would result in flooding our land.  That would be 
devastating to our land and our crop production. Will we be compensated for future consequential damages if that occurs? 

6. Is the proposed Future I-57 Alternative 2 going to require frontage roads to run along beside the interstate?  If so, will that 
require even more of our land to be seized than is already indicated on the Alternative 2 diagram? The ARDOT information 
indicates that frontages roads may be necessary, so how will those roads impact our land?  

7. In the timeline of the final determination of where to locate Future I-57, what is the next step?  Will I be given answers to my 
questions and concerns expressed in this statement? Will I be allowed another opportunity for rebuttal to ask other questions 
and/or voice my objections and concerns? 

I appreciate the opportunity to submit my statement to the Arkansas Department of Transportation and to Garver Construction.  I 
have family genealogy records with supporting documentation to verify all that I have submitted in this statement.  The Lawrence 
County Clerk’s office also has verification of ownership of Farm 4934, Tract 2311.  I would gladly provide any further information if 
someone would like to discuss my statement with me in person or over the phone. 

In conclusion, I would like to provide you with additional information regarding my family’s history.  This information has no bearing 
on the discussion regarding Future I-57.  But I just want to include it in the record for anyone who reads this, to ponder and, 
perhaps, give serious, favorable consideration to my comments in this statement and to our family.   

I am a proud American with a rich family heritage and legacy, which didn’t just start in Lawrence County, Arkansas.  I am the 8th 
generation of the Moore family to live in America.  Andrew Moore was my GREAT (7 times great) grandfather.  He immigrated from 
Scotland in the mid-1700s and settled in Virginia.  My mother, Virginia Lackey Moore, had ancestors who immigrated to America.  
Three brothers, Thomas, William and George Lackey immigrated from Ireland in the 1750s and settled in North Carolina. They are 
also my GREAT (7 times great) grandfathers.  Andrew Moore, Thomas Lackey and William Lackey all fought in the American 
Revolutionary War for the freedom of this nation.  My ancestors, and early settlers like them, helped found this nation.  My family is 
the fabric of this nation. Most of my ancestors were farmers, and my family still consists of landowners and farmers today.  My 
family is blessed to have owned and farmed land in 5 different states for 8 generations! (Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
Illinois, and now Arkansas.) My father and I are proud of our family history, heritage and legacy.  Our family members are, and 
always have been, proud farmers. We revere and respect the land.  Harold Moore and I respectfully request that you allow us to 
continue to do that without interruption on our County Line Farm. 
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Thank you for taking the time to read my statement regarding Future I-57.  Again, I respectfully request that you please give fair 
and reasonable consideration to all of my comments.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Melissa Moore Yates, Co-Trustee 
Moore Family Trust 
 

 

RESPONSE: 

Thank you for your comment. The input gathered at the Public Hearing will be used to move forward with the NEPA process. Your 
comment has been read in its entirety and documented. It is a lovely historical account, we appreciate your pride in your heritage, 
and we thank your family for their long service to the US Armed Forces! 

The Snow Cemetery, which is located 0.29 miles from the proposed right-of-way for Future I-57, will not be impacted by the 
project. 

With regard to a 10% loss of your father’s income:  All property will be purchased by ARDOT and owners will be paid fair market 
value. Individual compensation will be determined during right-of-way negotiations with ARDOT during the right-of-way acquisition 
process. Additionally, financial compensation for impacts to your irrigation wells will be addressed with ARDOT during the right-of-
way acquisition process. You can reference ARDOT’s Right-of-Way Procedures for Acquisition by clicking the link or finding it on 
the website for more information. Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way acquisition begins. 

Along with the development of design details, a detailed frontage road access study will be done in the future to make sure access 
to the property is maintained. If access cannot be provided or is cost prohibitive, ARDOT would compensate for the loss of the 
inaccessible areas. 

Regarding air quality: Current air quality in the 3-county project area is regarded to be high. The qualitative air quality analysis 
documented in the DEIS found that the proposed project would have no substantial mobile source air toxics (MSAT) effects and 
that substantially higher levels of MSAT are not expected from the action alternative (i.e., building the roadway) compared to the 
No Action Alternative. However, construction activity may generate a temporary increase in MSAT emissions. In FHWA’s view, 
information is incomplete or unavailable to credibly predict the project-specific health impacts due to changes in MSAT emissions 
associated with a proposed set of highway alternatives. Furthermore, there is no national consensus on air dose-response values 
assumed to protect the public health and welfare for MSAT compounds, and in particular for diesel particulate matter. There is also 
the lack of a national consensus on an acceptable level of risk. As for greenhouse gas emissions, emissions resulting from the 
construction of the roadway were determined to be greater than emissions resulting from the No Action Alternative. 

To specifically address your numbered comments beginning on page 8 of your letter, please see the following: 

1. One goal of the proposed project is to increase the resiliency of the transportation network against extreme weather events 
such as flooding. By providing a secondary and nearby route to Highway 67, the Preferred Alternative would provide more 
resiliency of the transportation network against extreme weather events than compared with Alternative 3. With regards to 
economic benefit, the cities of Corning, Biggers, Reyno, and Walnut Ridge along with the Northeast Intermodal Authority 
provided a resolution that Alternative 2 would be more beneficial to existing developed areas for more growth potential 
whereas Alternative 3 could slow that development and move future development to areas to the east and away from the 
growth in Randolph County. 

2. Interchange locations were guided by several factors including access to populous areas, minimum spacing between 
interchanges, and input from public and state officials. One of the reasons for placing an interchange at County Road 416 was 
to provide access to the Walnut Ridge Regional Airport and Williams Baptist University. After additional consideration, ARDOT 
determined revision of the Preferred Alternative to relocate this interchange was not practical. Revision of the interchange 
location would increase floodplain impacts, result in hydraulic issues, and inflict additional and new impacts, including 
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farmland splits, to other surrounding property owners. Additionally, relocation of the interchange to Lawrence Road 408 would 
require multiple 90 degree curves in order to connect back to existing Hwy. 67 while the existing interchange location on 
Lawrence Road 416 allows for direct access to Hwy. 67.It is currently unknow if Lawrence Road 416 will be paved in the future 
or not. Regardless, that work, if planned, would be performed as a project separate from this one and impacts to your farm 
resulting from its paving would be determined in association with that project.  

3. In addition to right-of-way acquisition, the project would potentially require temporary or permanent easements for construction 
or utility location; however, these details would not be determined until final design. All property acquisition would follow the 
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act).   

4. The project would potentially require temporary or permanent easements for construction or utility location; however, these 
details would not be determined until final design. Landowners would be financially compensated for easements. Construction 
equipment would be restricted to the use of these previously-established easements. The duration of construction is currently 
unknown. 

5. The highway will be designed to meet ARDOT, FHWA, and FEMA standards for drainage. Culverts and bridges will be 
designed to convey flow efficiently from one side of the highway to the other without causing impactful flood water surface 
elevations upstream. Roadway drainage such as inlets, pipes, and ditches will be designed to outfall to existing streams 
without increasing downstream flows. Drainage analysis and design techniques will account for the special challenges of flat 
topography within the highway corridor. Exact drainage improvements will be known after final design. 

6. As part of the final design, detailed studies will be done to determine which areas need frontage roads. The interchange and 
project footprint shown on the maps and exhibits presented to you include any area needed for frontage/service roads. Thus, 
if frontage roads are needed, no additional impacts to your property would be required. If frontage roads are not needed, the 
project footprint would be reduced. 

7. The exact timeline of the project is not currently known. However, before any right-of-way is acquired additional design will be 
completed. Additional public involvement will be offered before right-of-way acquisition begins. 
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Comments Response 

1.  Jim Cole 

 

(Submitted 

post 

comment 

period 2/1/23) 

Submitted 
Letter 

I am writing to call attention to the negative 
environmental and socio-economic impacts of the 
proposed I-57 project near Pocahontas, AR. We 
have seen the negative consequences of flooding 
which will be made much worse if alternate Route 2 
is chosen. It will cause significant economic and 
ecological consequences to the area. 
 
1. Building any structures whether an earthen levee 
or a bridge type structure will drastically decrease 
the water flow downstream which will increase the 
water levels in the floodplain. This includes Black 
River, Current River, Fourche River and Little Black 
River. 

2. The cost of building such a structure from the 
Cherokee Bay curve near Current River bridge to 
the Greene County line near Walnut Ridge would 
be much greater than the alternate route. This area 
is all overflow ground when rivers exceed their 
banks. 

3. This route will also greatly affect our wildlife by 
cutting off the Dave Donaldson WMA from the 
Current River bottoms and foothills. This will greatly 
affect the natural flyways and travel routes of the 
wildlife in this special ecosystem.  
 
4. This route will also cause great economic losses 
to the agri businesses in this area. Potentially 
causing farmers and retailers to go out of business 
due to increased flooding. A great percentage of the 
business industry in Pocahontas rely on agriculture. 
 
I understand that progress has to take place but I 
feel that there is a much better choice by choosing 
an alternate route. One that has much less 
economical and ecological consequences. I would 
greatly appreciate your attention to this letter and 
long term effects of this route. 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 
 
1. With regard to your flooding concerns and the 
resulting economic losses you feel may result, a 
detailed hydrologic and hydraulic study will be 
required for final design. The highway will be 
designed to meet ARDOT, FHWA, and FEMA 
standards for drainage. Culverts and bridges will 
be designed to convey flow efficiently from one 
side of the highway to the other without causing 
impactful flood water surface elevations 
upstream. Roadway drainage such as inlets, 
pipes, and ditches will be designed to outfall to 
existing streams without increasing downstream 
flows. Drainage analysis and design techniques 
will account for the special challenges of flat 
topography within the highway corridor. 
 
2. As for cost, preliminary cost estimates 
indicate Alternatives 2 and 3 are comparable 
and Alternative C was the least expensive of the 
connector alternatives. 
 
3. Permanent habitat loss is the primary impact 
to terrestrial wildlife communities within the 
project footprint. Wildlife utilizing the WMA are 
anticipated to experience temporary disruption 
during construction. Additionally, the 
approximately 400-foot-wide right-of-way of the 
proposed project is anticipated to impede or 
restrict most wildlife movement through the 
area; however, it is expected that most species 
would be able to cross below proposed span 
bridges and some culverts. Impacts to important 
wildlife habitat such as forested wetlands were 
avoided during initial route selection by 
positioning alternatives around forested habitat 
to the extent possible and by avoiding the Black 
River WMA completely. Impacts to wildlife travel 
corridors and riparian habitat were minimized 
where possible by selection of routes that 
perpendicularly crossed these features. Further 
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review of wildlife crossing opportunities of the 
proposed roadway and/or assurance of wildlife 
passage at bridges and culverts would be 
conducted at the time of design. 
 
4. The cities of Corning, Biggers, Reyno and 
Walnut Ridge along with the Northeast 
Intermodal Authority provided a resolution that 
Alternative 2 would be more beneficial to 
existing developed areas for more growth 
potential whereas Alternative 3 could slow that 
development and move future development to 
areas to the east and away from the growth in 
Randolph County. 
 
According to U.S. Department of Transportation 
(USDOT) studies (Keane, 1996), a region's 
industrial and employment base is closely tied 
to the quality of the transportation system. The 
importance of interstate highways to increased 
economic opportunities is shown to be greater 
when new highways are located in an area 
where there are currently no or limited high-
quality transportation facilities. As discussed by 
FHWA (1996), while there are many factors 
impacting economic activities in a region, 
interstate highways are economically important 
because dependable transportation systems 
allow businesses to receive inputs to production 
facilities and to transport finished goods to 
market in an efficient manner. An efficient 
transportation system allows companies to 
lower transportation costs, which lowers 
production costs and enhances productivity and 
profits. 

2. Dan and Pam 

Elders 

 

(Submitted 

post 

comment 

period 

2/10/23) 

Email 

Our name is Dan and Pam Elders.  We live at 554 
CR 155 in Corning.  The projected plans has the 
road going through our farm, cutting two to three 
acres off making them unable to be used or even 
getting to them and coming within a few feet of our 
yard.  We spoke with the engineers at the Corning 
meeting and discussed if it would be possible to 
move the projected plans a few hundred feet north 
so it wouldn’t be so close to our house and so it 
would take up the acres in question.  Is there 
anyone that can discuss this with us?   

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 
 
Along with the development of design details, a 
detailed frontage road access study will be done 
in the future to make sure access to 
property/farmland is maintained. If access to 
property or farmland cannot be provided or is 
cost prohibitive, ARDOT would compensate for 
the loss of the inaccessible areas. Before any 
right-of-way is acquired, additional design will 
be completed. Additional public involvement will 
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be offered before right-of-way acquisition 
begins. 
 
Shifting the alignment farther north at this 
location would result in the relocation of a 
farming operation and would cause new impacts 
and farmland splits to other surrounding 
property owners. Additionally, due to the 
position of the alignment to the southwest and 
the northwest, a shift to the north would further 
worsen the “S-curve” in the roadway. S-curves 
are avoided because they increase safety risks 
to users. Thus, after additional consideration, 
ARDOT determined revision of the Preferred 
Alternative was not practical. 
 
On February 20, 2023, Cassie Schmidt of 
Garver called Mr. Elders and spoke to him 
about his concerns. He asked if the alignment 
could be moved north and was told it would not 
be for the above-cited reasons. 

3.  Jake J. 

Hopkins 

 

(Submitted 

post 

comment 

period 2/6/23) 

Email 

I was overviewing the plans and noticed right 
towards the end the I-57 will no longer run through 
Corning, AR. 
 
I own an O'Reillys in the city and I believe if you 
make this interstate avoid our city, we will dissolve. 
 
I could be reading the map wrong but please reach 
out to me when possible as I am extremely worried 
about this. 

 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 
 
Your reading of the map is correct, the 
Preferred Alternative intentionally directs traffic 
around the west side of Corning. This was done 
to help remove heavy truck traffic from passing 
through downtown Corning. Construction of the 
proposed project is anticipated to improve 
mobility and connectivity of the local, regional, 
and national transportation system and to 
provide reliable transportation infrastructure to 
support economic growth for the region. 
 
On February 20, 2023, Cassie Schmidt of 
Garver called Mr. Hopkins and spoke to him 
about his concerns. He asked about traffic 
volumes on existing Highway 67 and was 
referred to the Traffic Safety Analysis was done 
and that he could view that in Appendix C of 
DEIS which is available on the website. He also 
asked what measures are in place to preserve 
or support the economy as a part of the project 
or asked if we had any information that would 
put landowners at ease. Information from the 
the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) 
study (Keane, 1996) was summarized to him, 
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which suggested a region's industrial and 
employment base is closely tied to the quality of 
the transportation system and that the 
importance of interstate highways to increased 
economic opportunities is shown to be greater 
when new highways are located in an area 
where there are currently no or limited high-
quality transportation facilities. 

4.  Rob 

Hutcherson 

 

(Submitted 

post 

comment 

period 2/7/23) 

Email 

I have questions about the Future 57 Project. I am a 
Walnut Ridge native and live in Little 
Rock. Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the 
meeting on this but I have land that will be affected 
by this project. Please see the attached. I have 
several questions on this project. 
 
1. When do you expect this project to begin 
2. What area will be the origin of the construction? 
3. Is this the definitive route that the highway will 
take? 
4. According to the attached map, the interchange 
will run in the middle of my land. how do you 
determine Fair Market Value? 
5. Will you only purchase the land that the road will 
be on or the land around that?  Since this is an 
interchange , If only the ground on the land is 
purchased this will significantly decrease the value 
of the remaining land. 
 
I would love to meet with a representative to 
discuss this further.   
 
Thank you 
 
Rob Hutcherson 

 
 

Thank you for your comment, it has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 
 
1. The start date of the project is not currently 
known. However, before any right-of-way is 
acquired additional design will be completed. 
Additional public involvement will be offered 
before right-of-way acquisition begins. The 
proposed project would be split into multiple, 
individually programmed projects, with each 
segment designed to have independent utility, 
which means it can operate effectively between 
two points. Each phase would be developed to 
maintain traffic on the existing highways while 
keeping access open on the local roads using 
either detours, temporary widening, or staged 
construction. The entire project would take 
many years to complete, and may not be under 
continuous construction, since the separate 
phases of the project would be programmed by 
ARDOT as funding becomes available. 
 
2. The starting point for construction is not 
currently known. See additional information in 
response #1. 
 
3. Yes, the Preferred Alternative is the FHWA-
approved route and is the route anticipated to 
be the finalized Selected Alternative. 
 
4. An appraisal of the property will be performed 
to determine the value of the property. Financial 
compensation for land acquisition will be 
negotiated with ARDOT during the right-of-way 
acquisition process. You can reference 
ARDOT’s Right-of-Way Procedures for 
Acquisition by clicking the link or finding it on the 
website for more information. Before any right-
of-way is acquired, additional design will be 
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completed. Additional public involvement will be 
offered before right-of-way acquisition begins. 
 
5. ARDOT would purchase what is needed for 
the construction and maintenance of the facility. 
If any additional property is requested for 
ARDOT to purchase, it will need to be 
determined to be an uneconomic remnant. 

5.  Stephen R. 

Snow 

 

(submitted 

post 

comment 

period 

1/30/23) 

Email 

Thank you, Mr. McAbee. I appreciate your 
assurance regarding the Snow Cemetery. 
 
1. My specific concern is the Snow Cemetery might 
be impacted by the possible widening of Lawrence 
416 to provide access to the future I-57 from 
Highway 67. 
 
2. Also, in this regard, I should mention the 
existence of the Duty Cemetery, located in 
Randolph County north and west of the Snow 
Cemetery. I have both a great-grandfather and a 
great-great-grandfather buried in the Duty 
Cemetery, as well as other relatives through my 
paternal grandmother Ella Duty Snow. 
 
As a youngster interested in history, I was 
impressed by the gravestone (photo below) of my 
great-uncle Emmet “Bud” Duty, a World War I 
combat veteran who died at a relatively young age 
(my grandmother believed because her brother had 
been gassed and shelled). The “Doughboy” image 
on that gravestone may have helped inspire my 
own interest in service to our country. I sincerely 
hope the future I-57 project will take into account 
this historic Arkansas cemetery. 

Thank you for your comment. Your comment 
and the presence of the Duty Cemetery have 
been documented. The input gathered at the 
Public Hearing will be used to move forward 
with the NEPA process. 
 
1. It is currently unknow if Lawrence Road 416 
will be paved in the future or not. Regardless, 
that work, if planned, would be performed as a 
project separate from this one and any impacts 
resulting from its paving would be determined in 
association with that project.   
 
2. The presence of the Duty Cemetery has been 
documented. The Future I-57 project will not 
impact the Snow or Duty Cemeteries. 
 
Before any right-of-way is acquired, additional 
design will be completed. Additional public 
involvement will be offered before right-of-way 
acquisition begins.  

6.  Dorothy 

Wright 

 

(submitted 

post 

comment 

period 

1/30/23) 

Submitted 
Letter 

I realize this is past the due date of Jan. 24, but I 
had some heart surgery, and can just now do this. I 
do not understand why route three was not chosen, 
as it was less expensive. Most people here feel it 
was because of Dick Trammel who is a Pocahontas 
native, and wanted to make it near our home towns, 
which I appreciate. However, it seems to me that 
our main attractions are our technical college and 
our chicken (Peco) business, and would not be hurt 
by this. Using the one you have chosen to make it 
closer to Pocahontas would help a couple of chain 
gas stations to build close to the bypass, but no 
small businesses that we know of. I feel the less 
expensive route should have been chosen. 

Thank you for your comment and we wish you a 
quick recovery! Your comment has been 
documented. The input gathered at the Public 
Hearing will be used to move forward with the 
NEPA process. 
 
The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 2 and C) 
was identified because it provides better access 
to Pocahontas, Randolph County, and existing 
Highway 67, has greater public support, and 
has less farm impacts. Based on our analysis, 
Alternative 2 results in fewer split farms and has 
fewer relocations, landowner impacts, impacts 
to active cropland, impacts to levees, impacts to 
wooded areas, and impacts to streams 
compared with Alternative 3. As for cost, 
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Alternative 2 and 3 are comparable and 
Alternative C was the least expensive of the 
connector alternatives. 
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Arkansas Department of Energy and Environment Response 
 
Thank you for your comment. It has been documented. The input gathered at the Public Hearing 
will be used to move forward with the NEPA process.  
 
Project construction would obtain and comply with all provisions of the NPDES Construction 
Stormwater General Permit ARR150000 and submit a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) to the DEQ Office of Water Quality. 
 
A Short Term Activity Authorization from DEQ would be obtained for any instream activity 
associated with this project. Additionally, erosion and sediment control would follow ARDOT’s Best 
Management Practices to minimize sedimentation during construction and help to minimize 
sediment and pollutant runoff into surrounding aquatic resources. 
 
If the project causes water utilities to be relocated, the project will obtain coverage under the Non-
Stormwater Hydrostatic Testing General Permit ARG670000. 
 
All waste resulting from the proposed project would be disposed of properly. 

 
 
  

Appendix N:  Page 186 of 590



 

Page: 5                                                                              Last Updated: March 9, 2023 
Table of contents Future I-57 

United States Department of the Interior Comment 
 

Appendix N:  Page 187 of 590



 

Page: 6                                                                              Last Updated: March 9, 2023 
Table of contents Future I-57 

 

Appendix N:  Page 188 of 590



 

Page: 7                                                                              Last Updated: March 9, 2023 
Table of contents Future I-57 

United States Department of the Interior Response 
 

Thank you for your comment, it has been documented. The input gathered at the Public Hearing 
will be used to move forward with the NEPA process. 
 
As a result of the comment, additional coordination with Jon Janowicz, USGS Manager for 
Environmental Document Reviews, was initiated regarding the four wells in listed by USGS. 
Through a series of email correspondence and additional research from January 18, 2023, to 
February 21, 2023, it was determined that only one well is located within the proposed right of 
way of the Preferred Alternative and this single well was the main focus. This well (USGS Site 
Number:  362112090423801) is located 0.25 mile east of the intersection of County Road 113 and 
County Road 116 in Clay County and was identified in the DEIS as an agricultural irrigation well. 
 
On February 21, 2023, USGS provided additional information on this well, stating it is actively used 
by NRCS to collect water-level data in direct support of USGS investigative efforts for calibrating a 
groundwater model and tracking aquifer trends. USGS requested that future coordination occur 
regarding impacts to this well, stating:  “there will obviously be coordination with the owner on 
land acquisition at some point if the alignment remains the same. There is a good chance that the 
owner will want to establish a new water supply to irrigate the remaining portion of the parcel. At 
that point, it would be helpful to engage the NRCS and the USGS in the planning for 
decommissioning the current well and potential drilling of a new well.” 
 
Based on the current preliminary alignment this well would be directly impacted. As funding 
becomes available and higher level of design develops, options for avoidance and/or minimization 
of impacts would be fully considered. Efforts will be made to both preserve wells and to minimize 
impacts to the data collected at these sites. In order to ensure the requested coordination is kept, 
the following commitment has been added to the project: 

• In the event Well Site 362112090423801 would be impacted, the USGS will be contacted to 
discuss mitigation measures. Additionally, the USGS Lower Mississippi-Gulf Water Science 
Center will be contacted and given sufficient advance notice before construction occurs 
near any of the other three wells listed by USGS (Well Sites 362428090371101, 
362433090371601, and 362759090332401). 
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United States Environmental Protection Agency Response 
 

Thank you for your comment. It has been documented. The input gathered at the Public Hearing 
will be used to move forward with the NEPA process. 
 
Coordination with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has occurred and is ongoing 
regarding the project. A Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404 Permit will be obtained prior to 
projection construction. Additionally, coordination with the Arkansas DEQ has occurred and is 
ongoing regarding the project. A Section 401 Water Quality Certification and a National Pollutant 
Discharge Effluent System (NPDES) Permit will be obtained prior to projection construction. 
Project construction would obtain and comply with all provisions of the NPDES Construction 
Stormwater General Permit ARR150000 and submit a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) to the Arkansas DEQ Office of Water Quality. 
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ADPHT Outdoor Recreation Grants Program Comment 
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ADPHT Outdoor Recreation Grants Program Response 
 

Thank you for your review. It has been documented. The input gathered at the Public Hearing will 
be used to move forward with the NEPA process. 
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Arkansas Geological Survey Comment 
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Page: 18                                                                              Last Updated: March 9, 2023 
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Arkansas Geological Survey Response 
 

Thank you for your review and comment. It has been documented. The input gathered at the 
Public Hearing will be used to move forward with the NEPA process. 
 
We appreciate your input; all bridges would meet the elevated seismic requirements for this area. 
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Commissioner of State Lands Comment 
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Commissioner of State Lands Response 
 

Thank you for your review. It has been documented. The input gathered at the Public Hearing 
will be used to move forward with the NEPA process. 
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Arkansas Department of Energy and Environment Comment 
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Page: 24                                                                              Last Updated: March 9, 2023 
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Arkansas Department of Energy and Environment Response 
 

Thank you for your review and comment. It has been documented. The input gathered at the 
Public Hearing will be used to move forward with the NEPA process. 

 
Project construction would obtain and comply with all provisions of the NPDES Construction 
Stormwater General Permit ARR150000 and submit a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) to the DEQ Office of Water Quality. 
 
A Short Term Activity Authorization from DEQ would be obtained for any instream activity 
associated with this project. Additionally, erosion and sediment control would follow ARDOT’s Best 
Management Practices to minimize sedimentation during construction and help to minimize 
sediment and pollutant runoff into surrounding aquatic resources. 
 
If the project causes water utilities to be relocated, the project will obtain coverage under the Non-
Stormwater Hydrostatic Testing General Permit ARG670000. 
 
All waste resulting from the proposed project would be disposed of properly. 
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Technical Review Committee Comment Summery to State Clearinghouse Comment 
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Page: 27                                                                              Last Updated: March 9, 2023 
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Technical Review Committee Comment Summery to State Clearinghouse Response 
 

Thank you for your review and the summary provided. It has been documented. The input 
gathered at the Public Hearing will be used to move forward with the NEPA process. 
 
Responses to each reviewing agency’s comments are provided on pages 12-24. 
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Location Public Hearing Outreach Plan 
Location Public Hearing 

Page 1 of 2 Updated: Wednesday, November 30, 2022 

100512 Future I-57 

Future I-57 Public Hearing 
Location Public Hearing: December 13, 14, and 15, 2022 
Location: Walnut Ridge, Pocahontas, and Corning, Arkansas 

Outreach Plan 
Initial Phone Call 
• ARDOT District Engineer(s), Mayor(s), County Judge(s)

Direct Mailings 
• Public officials’ letter
• Property owner postcard with QR code
• Postcard to contact list – previous meeting attendees, interested parties and stakeholders

Emails 
• Public officials
• Stakeholders
• Contact list – previous meeting attendees, and interested parties

Delivery 
• Flyers to public locations along preferred alternative and alternates
• DEIS to libraries (Lawrence, Randolph, Clay, & Greene Counties)

Newspaper Legal Ad 
• Arkansas Democrat Gazette

Newspaper Display Ads 
• The Times Dispatch (x2)
• Pocahontas Star Herald (x2)
• Clay County Courier (x2)
• Paragould Daily Press (x2)
• Arkansas Democrat Gazette (x2)

PSA 
• La Jefa 99.3 FM (4 days, 2x/day)

News Release 
• ARDOT news release (x2)

Social Media 
• ARDOT
• Request will be made to local officials (x2)

Websites 
• ARDOT.gov
• TransportationPlanroom.com (English and Spanish)
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Page 2 
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing Outreach Plan 

Page 2 of 2 

Outreach Schedule 
Date Before/After 

Live Event Method 

- 
• Initial phone call to ARDOT district engineer, mayor(s), and county

judge(s)
• Provide information to ARDOT Environmental for RADAR

Week of October 24 -50 days
• Logistics Meeting #1 – with ARDOT to discuss

materials

Week of November 6 -37 days • DEIS delivery to libraries

Wed., November 9 -34 days • Submit legal ad to newspaper: Ark Dem Gaz

Fri., November 11 -32 days • Project website soft launch
• ARDOT website updated with meeting information

Sun., November 13 -30 days • Legal ad publishes

Mon., November 14 -29 days • News Release publishes - #1

Mon., November 21 -22 days • Submit ad to newspapers: 5 different papers
• Submit PSA to radio station: La Jefa 99.3 FM

Mon., November 28 -15 days
• Mail letters to public officials
• Mail postcard to property owners
• Mail postcard to stakeholders and other contacts

Tue., November 29 -14 days • Send emails to public officials, stakeholders, &
contact list

Wed., November 30 -13 days • Newspaper display ads (5) begin publishing – #1
November 30, December 1, 2, 3, 4

Mon., December 5 -8 days • Social Media – Round #1

Week of 
December 5 -8 days • Logistics meeting #2 – internal Garver meeting to

discuss Location Public Hearing

Tues., December 6 -7 days • News Release publishes - #2

Wed., December 7 - 6 days
• Newspaper display ads (5) begin publishing – #2

December 7, 8, 9, 10, 11
• Flyer delivery

Sat., December 10 -3 days • PSAs begin running on radio station

Mon., December 12 -1 day • Social Media – Round #2

December 13-15 0 days • Local Officials Meeting (2:30 p.m.) – x3 locations
• Location Public Hearing (4:00 p.m.) – x3 locations

Mon., January 9 +25 days • Social Media – Round #3

Thur., January 19 +35 days • Social Media – Round #4

Tues., January 24 +40 days • Comment period ends
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Initial Phone Call 
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DEIS Delivery 
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
November 7, 2022 

 
 
Kathy Butler, Director 
Corning Public Library 
613 Pine Street 
Corning, AR 72422 
 
 
Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement – Future 57 
 
 
Kathy Butler, 
 

Please see the enclosed Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for a Proposed Highway 
Project in Arkansas. This document is to be publicly available at your library for the duration of the 
comment period, through January 13, 2023.  

 
Enclosed is the DEIS, supplementary DEIS documents, a sign-in sheet for patrons who view the 

document, and physical comment forms for the public to utilize. We will coordinate pick up of the 
document after the comment period ends in January.  

 
Thank you for your ability to host this government document on behalf of the Federal Highway 

Administration, the Arkansas Department of Transportation, and Garver. Please reach out to me if you 
have any questions throughout the comment period.  
 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Specialist 
501-823-0730 
cehetzel@garverusa.com 
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
December 1, 2022 

 
 
Kathy Butler, Director 
Corning Public Library 
613 Pine Street 
Corning, AR 72422 
 
 
Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement – Future 57 
 
 
Kathy Butler, 
 

Please see the enclosed Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for a Proposed Highway 
Project in Arkansas. This document is to be publicly available at your library for the duration of the 
comment period, through January 24, 2023.  

 
Enclosed is the DEIS, supplementary DEIS documents, a sign-in sheet for patrons who view the 

document, and physical comment forms for the public to utilize. We will coordinate pick up of the 
document after the comment period ends in January.  

 
Thank you for your ability to host this government document on behalf of the Federal Highway 

Administration, the Arkansas Department of Transportation, and Garver. Please reach out to me if you 
have any questions throughout the comment period.  
 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Specialist 
501-823-0730 
cehetzel@garverusa.com 
 
 

 

Appendix N:  Page 222 of 590



Appendix N:  Page 223 of 590



 

4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
November 7, 2022 

 
 
Connie Whitman, Director 
Greene County Library 
120 North 12th Street 
Paragould, AR 72450 
 
 
Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement – Future 57 
 
 
Connie Whitman, 
 

Please see the enclosed Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for a Proposed Highway 
Project in Arkansas. This document is to be publicly available at your library for the duration of the 
comment period, through January 13, 2023.  

 
Enclosed is the DEIS, supplementary DEIS documents, a sign-in sheet for patrons who view the 

document, and physical comment forms for the public to utilize. We will coordinate pick up of the 
document after the comment period ends in January.  

 
Thank you for your ability to host this government document on behalf of the Federal Highway 

Administration, the Arkansas Department of Transportation, and Garver. Please reach out to me if you 
have any questions throughout the comment period.  
 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Specialist 
501-823-0730 
cehetzel@garverusa.com 
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
December 1, 2022 

 
 
Connie Whitman, Director 
Greene County Library 
120 North 12th Street 
Paragould, AR 72450 
 
 
Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement – Future 57 
 
 
Connie Whitman, 
 

Please see the enclosed Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for a Proposed Highway 
Project in Arkansas. This document is to be publicly available at your library for the duration of the 
comment period, through January 24, 2023.  

 
Enclosed is the DEIS, supplementary DEIS documents, a sign-in sheet for patrons who view the 

document, and physical comment forms for the public to utilize. We will coordinate pick up of the 
document after the comment period ends in January.  

 
Thank you for your ability to host this government document on behalf of the Federal Highway 

Administration, the Arkansas Department of Transportation, and Garver. Please reach out to me if you 
have any questions throughout the comment period.  
 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Specialist 
501-823-0730 
cehetzel@garverusa.com 
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
November 7, 2022 

 
 
Ashley Burris, Director 
Lawrence County Library 
115 W. Walnut St. 
Walnut Ridge, AR 72476 
 
 
Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement – Future 57 
 
 
Ashley Burris, 
 

Please see the enclosed Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for a Proposed Highway 
Project in Arkansas. This document is to be publicly available at your library for the duration of the 
comment period, through January 13, 2023.  

 
Enclosed is the DEIS, supplementary DEIS documents, a sign-in sheet for patrons who view the 

document, and physical comment forms for the public to utilize. We will coordinate pick up of the 
document after the comment period ends in January.  

 
Thank you for your ability to host this government document on behalf of the Federal Highway 

Administration, the Arkansas Department of Transportation, and Garver. Please reach out to me if you 
have any questions throughout the comment period.  
 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Specialist 
501-823-0730 
cehetzel@garverusa.com 
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
December 1, 2022 

 
 
Ashley Burris, Director 
Lawrence County Library 
115 W. Walnut St. 
Walnut Ridge, AR 72476 
 
 
Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement – Future 57 
 
 
Ashley Burris, 
 

Please see the enclosed Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for a Proposed Highway 
Project in Arkansas. This document is to be publicly available at your library for the duration of the 
comment period, through January 24, 2023.  

 
Enclosed is the DEIS, supplementary DEIS documents, a sign-in sheet for patrons who view the 

document, and physical comment forms for the public to utilize. We will coordinate pick up of the 
document after the comment period ends in January.  

 
Thank you for your ability to host this government document on behalf of the Federal Highway 

Administration, the Arkansas Department of Transportation, and Garver. Please reach out to me if you 
have any questions throughout the comment period.  
 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Specialist 
501-823-0730 
cehetzel@garverusa.com 
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
November 7, 2022 

 
 
Brenda Davis, Director 
Randolph County Library 
111 W. Everett St. 
Pocahontas, AR 72455 
 
 
Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement – Future 57 
 
 
Brenda Davis, 
 

Please see the enclosed Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for a Proposed Highway 
Project in Arkansas. This document is to be publicly available at your library for the duration of the 
comment period, through January 13, 2023.  

 
Enclosed is the DEIS, supplementary DEIS documents, a sign-in sheet for patrons who view the 

document, and physical comment forms for the public to utilize. We will coordinate pick up of the 
document after the comment period ends in January.  

 
Thank you for your ability to host this government document on behalf of the Federal Highway 

Administration, the Arkansas Department of Transportation, and Garver. Please reach out to me if you 
have any questions throughout the comment period.  
 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Specialist 
501-823-0730 
cehetzel@garverusa.com 
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
December 1, 2022 

 
 
Brenda Davis, Director 
Randolph County Library 
111 W. Everett St. 
Pocahontas, AR 72455 
 
 
Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement – Future 57 
 
 
Brenda Davis, 
 

Please see the enclosed Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for a Proposed Highway 
Project in Arkansas. This document is to be publicly available at your library for the duration of the 
comment period, through January 24, 2023.  

 
Enclosed is the DEIS, supplementary DEIS documents, a sign-in sheet for patrons who view the 

document, and physical comment forms for the public to utilize. We will coordinate pick up of the 
document after the comment period ends in January.  

 
Thank you for your ability to host this government document on behalf of the Federal Highway 

Administration, the Arkansas Department of Transportation, and Garver. Please reach out to me if you 
have any questions throughout the comment period.  
 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Specialist 
501-823-0730 
cehetzel@garverusa.com 
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Direct Mailings 
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
November 28, 2022 
 
«Title» «Name» «Last_Name» 
«Organization» «Department» 
«Address» 
«City», «State»  «Zip» 
 
SUBJECT:  Notice of Public Officials Meetings and Location Public Hearings 
  ARDOT Job 100512, Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-57)  

connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties 
 

Greetings: 
Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), will conduct Location Public Hearings to present and discuss the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line 
(Future I-57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. The hearings will be 
held at the following locations, and content will be the same at each meeting.  
 

December 13, 2022 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Williams Baptist University 
(Moody Room) 

22 McClellan Dr. 
Walnut Ridge, AR 

December 14, 2022 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Pocahontas Community Center  
300 Geneva Dr. 
Pocahontas, AR 

December 15, 2022 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

M.B. Ainley Community Center 
(Banquet Room) 
536 E. Elm St. 
Corning, AR 

 
These will be open house meetings with no formal presentations. The public is invited to visit any time 
during the scheduled hours to view exhibits, ask questions, and offer comments. Project information 
is available online at Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. The meeting materials and public 
comment form are also available on the project website. Any publicity you might give these meetings 
will be appreciated, and a notice flyer is attached. 

 
In addition, a Public Officials Meeting will be held at 2:30 p.m. on the same day in each location. 
You are invited and encouraged to attend either meeting to talk with project members, view exhibits, 
and offer your views concerning the project.   

 
If you have any questions, please contact me. 

 
Sincerely, 
GARVER 

  
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Manager 
501-501-823-0730 
CEHetzel@GarverUSA.com 
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Job 100512

Walnut Ridge - Missouri State Line (Future I-57)
Location Public Hearing and Draft Environmental Impact Statement
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Mayor Josh Agee 
City of Paragould 
301 West Court Street 
Paragould, AR  72450 

Mayor Greg Ahrent 
City of Corning 
308 SW 2nd Street 
Corning, AR  72422 

Judge Ronald Barnett 
Randolph County 
107 W. Broadway Street 
Pocahontas, AR  72455 

Representative Frances Cavenaugh 
Arkansas House, District 60 
701 Park Lane 
Walnut Ridge, AR  72476 

Representative Marsh Davis 
Arkansas House, District 61 
201 East Marshall Drive 
Cherokee Village, AR  72529 

Mayor Jeremy Eddington 
Town of Datto 
PO Box 46 
Datto, AR  72424 

Mayor Vicki Edington 
City of Reyno 
PO Box 228 
Reyno, AR  72462 

Mayor Jim Foster 
Town of Biggers 
PO Box 192 
Biggers, AR  72413 

Representative Jimmy Gazaway 
Arkansas House, District 57 
800 West Court Street 
Paragould, AR  72450 

Mayor Tim Hobbs 
City of Knobel 
PO Box 215 
Knobel, AR  72435 

Representative Joe Jett 
Arkansas House, District 56 
572 County Road 101 
Success, AR  72470 

Senator Blake Johnson 
Arkansas Senate, District 20 
PO Box 8 
Corning, AR  72422 

Judge Rusty McMillon 
Greene County 
320 West Court Street Office 107 
Paragould, AR  72450 

Mayor Eli Murray 
Town of Delaplaine 
PO Box 1 
Delaplaine, AR  72425 

Mayor Dianne Neill 
City of Peach Orchard 
PO Box 100 
Peach Orchard, AR  72453 

Judge Mike Patterson 
Clay County 
PO Box 385 
Piggott, AR  72454 

Mayor Donna Robertson 
Town of O'Kean 
PO Box 121 
O'Kean, AR  72449 

District 10 Engineer Brad Smithee 
Arkansas Department of Transportation 
P.O. Box 98 
Paragould, AR  0 

Mayor Charles Snapp 
City of Walnut Ridge 
300 W. Main 
Walnut Ridge, AR  72476 

Senator James Sturch 
Arkansas Senate, District 19 
1505 Betty Jean Street 
Batesville, AR 72501 

Mayor Keith Sutton 
City of Pocahontas 
410 N. Marr Street 
Pocahontas, AR  72455 

Judge John Thomison 
Lawrence County 
315 W. Main St. Room 1 
Walnut Ridge, AR  72476 

Mayor Travis Williams 
City of Piggott 
194 West Court 
Piggott, AR  72454 , 

, , , 

, , , 

Public Officials Mailing Labels
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118

TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042  

www.GarverUSA.com 

November 28, 2022 

«Name»  
«Organization»  
«Address» 
«City», «State»  «Zip» 

SUBJECT: Notice of Location Public Hearings 
ARDOT Job 100512, Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-57) 
connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties 

Greetings: 
Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), will conduct Location Public Hearings to present and discuss the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line 
(Future I-57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. The hearings will be 
held at the following locations, and content will be the same at each meeting.  

December 13, 2022 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Williams Baptist University 
(Moody Room) 

22 McClellan Dr. 
Walnut Ridge, AR 

December 14, 2022 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Pocahontas Community Center 
300 Geneva Dr. 
Pocahontas, AR 

December 15, 2022 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room) 
536 E. Elm St. 
Corning, AR 

These will be open house meetings with no formal presentations. The public is invited to visit any time 
during the scheduled hours to view exhibits, ask questions, and offer comments. Project information 
is available online at Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. The meeting materials and public 
comment form are also available on the project website. A notice flyer and project map have been 
included with this letter. Any publicity you might give these meetings will be appreciated. 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 
GARVER 

Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Manager 
501-823-0730
CEHetzel@GarverUSA.com
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Job 100512

Walnut Ridge - Missouri State Line (Future I-57)
Location Public Hearing and Draft Environmental Impact Statement
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Federal Railroad Administration, Region 5 
4100 International Plaza, Suite 450 
Fort Worth, TX  76109 

Allison Hestand 
Pargould Regional Chamber of Commerce 
300 W. Court Street 
Paragould, AR  72451 

Amanda Wiedeman 
Corning Area Chamber of Commerce 
1621 West Main (US Highway 62) 
Corning, AR  72422 

Anne Idsal 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, TX  75202 

Bekki White 
Arkansas Geological Survey 
3815 West Roosevelt Road 
Little Rock, AR  72204 
RTS – Attempted – Unable to Forward 

Bill Holimon 
Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 
1100 North Street 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

Brett Cooper 
Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 842 
Walnut Ridge, AR  72476 

Jose R. Romero 
Arkansas Department of Health 
4815 West Markham 
Little Rock, AR  72205 

Judge Marvin Day 
Craighead County Judge 
511 Union St., #119 
Jonesboro, AR  72401 

Mayor Dan Shaw 
Mayor of Bono 
PO Box 127 
Bono, AR  72416 

Mayor Harold Copenhaver 
Mayor of Jonesboro 
300 S. Church Street 
Jonesboro, AR  72401 

Mike Preston 
Arkansas Economic Development 
Commission 
900 West Capitol Avenue, Suite 400 
Little Rock, AR  72201 
RTS – Unclaimed/Unable to Forward 

Randy Zook 
Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce 
1200 West Capitol Avenue 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

Scott Kaufman 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
1100 North Street 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

Sydney Stevens 
Randolph County Chamber of Commerce 
107 East Everett Street 
Pocahontas, AR  72455 

Tony Robinson 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
Region 6 
FRC 800 North Loop 288 
Denton, TX  76209 

W. Scott Gain
U.S. Geological Survey, Arkansas Office
401 Hardin Road
Little Rock, AR  72211

Bert Frost 
U.S. Department of Interior, National Parks 
Service, Midwest Region 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE  68102 

Edgar Mersiovsky 
U.S.D.A. Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Arkansas 
700 W. Capitol Ave. Rm. 3416, Federal Bld. 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

Melvin Tobin 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Arkansas 
Ecological Services Field Office 
110 South Amity Road, Sutie 300 
Conway, AR  72032 

Robert Dixon 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Little Rock 
District 
P.O. Box 867 
Little Rock, AR  72203 

Tim Pickett 
Missouri Department of Transportation 
105 West Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, MO  65101 

Becky Keogh 
Arkansas Department of Environmental 
Quality 
5301 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR  72118 

Bruce Holland 
Arkansas Natural Resources Commission 
101 East Capitol, Suite 350 
Little Rock, AR  72201 
RTS – Unclaimed/Unable to Forward 

Jim Dailey 
Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism 
1 Capitol Mall, Room 4A-900 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

Pat Fitts 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
2 Natural Resources Drive 
Little Rock, AR  72205 

Stacy Hurst 
Department of Arkansas Heritage 
1100 North Street 
Little Rock, AR  72201 

Dr. Andrea Hunter 
The Osage Nation 
P.O. Box 779 
Pawhuska, OK  74056 

Mr. Everett Bandy 
The Quapaw Nation 
P.O. Box 765 
Quapaw, OK  74363 

Mr. Joey Barbry, Jr. 
Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1589 
Marksville, LA  71351 

Stakeholder Mailing Labels
Appendix N:  Page 241 of 590

JDHetzel
Sticky Note
Completed set by JDHetzel



Ms. Sheila Bird 
United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians in Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 746 
Tahlequah, OK  74465 

Stakeholder Mailing Labels
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From: Public Involvement
Bcc: judgepatterson@centurytel.net; blake.johnson@senate.ar.gov; cityhall@cityofwalnutridge.com;

cityofpeachorchard@yahoo.com; cojudge@greene.ar.gov; dustymurray15jr@gmail.com;
frances.cavenaugh@arkansashouse.org; gahrent@gmail.com; james.sturch@senate.ar.gov;
jeremyedington@yahoo.com; jimmy.gazaway@arkansashouse.org; joe.jett@arkansashouse.org;
josh.agee@paragouldcity.org; kedington@centurytel.net; lawjudge644@gmail.com; mark.smithee@ardot.gov;
marsh.davis@arkansashouse.org; peachorchardcityof@yahoo.com; pocmayor@cityofpocahontas.com;
rcjudge@suddenlinkmail.com; reyno.city1@gmail.com; sisco@astate.edu; thobbs@fsicoop.com;
townofokeanar@gmail.com; treysteimel2022@gmail.com; twilliams@cityofpiggott.org;
Wooldridgeforstaterep@gmail.com

Subject: Future I-57 - Notice of Public Officials Meetings and Location Public Hearings
Date: Tuesday, November 29, 2022 4:48:20 PM
Attachments: Future I-57 Public Officials Meeting (Walnut Ridge) Invite.ics

Future I-57 Public Officials Meeting (Pocahontas) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Public Officials Meeting (Corning) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Walnut Ridge) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Pocahontas) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Corning) Invite.ics
I57_PH2022_Flyer.pdf
image001.png
image002.png
image003.png

Greetings:

Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), will conduct Location Public Hearings to present and discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-
57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. The hearings will be held at the
following locations, and content will be the same at each meeting.

December 13, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)

22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

December 14, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Pocahontas Community Center 
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

December 15, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

These will be open house meetings with no formal presentations. The public is invited to visit any time
during the scheduled hours to view exhibits, ask questions, and offer comments. Project information is
available online at Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. The meeting materials and public comment
form are also available on the project website. Any publicity you might give these meetings will be
appreciated, and a notice flyer is attached.

In addition, a Public Officials Meeting will be held at 2:30 p.m. on the same day in each location. You
are invited and encouraged to attend either meeting to talk with project members, view exhibits, and offer
your views concerning the project. 

To add any of these meetings to your calendar, first click on the “Invite” attachment in this email to open
it. Next, select “Add to Calendar” if on your phone or “Save and Close” if on your computer.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Caitlin Hetzel
Communications Specialist
Public Involvement

501-823-0730

Public Officials Email
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From: Public Involvement
To: cityhall@cityofpiggott.org
Subject: Future I-57 - Notice of Public Officials Meetings and Location Public Hearings
Date: Wednesday, November 30, 2022 2:26:06 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
I57_PH2022_Flyer.pdf
Future I-57 Public Officials Meeting (Walnut Ridge) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Public Officials Meeting (Pocahontas) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Public Officials Meeting (Corning) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Walnut Ridge) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Pocahontas) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Corning) Invite.ics

Hi, I was told to send this information for the Piggott Mayor to your email address. Please let me know if
you have any questions.

Greetings:

Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), will conduct Location Public Hearings to present and discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-
57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. The hearings will be held at the
following locations, and content will be the same at each meeting.

December 13, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)

22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

December 14, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Pocahontas Community Center 
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

December 15, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

These will be open house meetings with no formal presentations. The public is invited to visit any time
during the scheduled hours to view exhibits, ask questions, and offer comments. Project information is
available online at Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. The meeting materials and public comment
form are also available on the project website. Any publicity you might give these meetings will be
appreciated, and a notice flyer is attached.

In addition, a Public Officials Meeting will be held at 2:30 p.m. on the same day in each location. You
are invited and encouraged to attend either meeting to talk with project members, view exhibits, and offer
your views concerning the project. 

To add any of these meetings to your calendar, first click on the “Invite” attachment in this email to open
it. Next, select “Add to Calendar” if on your phone or “Save and Close” if on your computer.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Caitlin Hetzel
Communications Specialist
Public Involvement

501-823-0730

Public Officials Email
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From:
Bcc:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Public Involvement

Future I-57 - Notice of Location Public Hearings
Tuesday, November 29, 2022 4:51:27 PM
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Walnut Ridge) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Pocahontas) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Corning) Invite.ics
image001.png
image002.png
image003.png
I57_PH2022_Flyer.pdf

Greetings:

Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), will conduct Location Public Hearings to present and discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-
57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. The hearings will be held at the
following locations, and content will be the same at each meeting.

December 13, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)

22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

December 14, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Pocahontas Community Center 
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

December 15, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

These will be open house meetings with no formal presentations. The public is invited to visit any time
during the scheduled hours to view exhibits, ask questions, and offer comments. Project information is
available online at Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. The meeting materials and public comment
form are also available on the project website. Any publicity you might give these meetings will be
appreciated, and a notice flyer is attached.

To add any of these meetings to your calendar, first click on the “Invite” attachment in this email to open
it. Next, select “Add to Calendar” if on your phone or “Save and Close” if on your computer.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Caitlin Hetzel
Communications Specialist
Public Involvement

501-823-0730

Stakeholder Email
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Bcc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Public Involvement

Future I-57 - Notice of Location Public Hearings
Wednesday, November 30, 2022 2:13:19 PM
image001.png
image002.png
image003.png
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Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Walnut Ridge) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Pocahontas) Invite.ics
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Greetings:

Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), will conduct Location Public Hearings to present and discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-
57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. The hearings will be held at the
following locations, and content will be the same at each meeting.

December 13, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)

22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

December 14, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Pocahontas Community Center 
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

December 15, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

These will be open house meetings with no formal presentations. The public is invited to visit any time
during the scheduled hours to view exhibits, ask questions, and offer comments. Project information is
available online at Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. The meeting materials and public comment
form are also available on the project website. Any publicity you might give these meetings will be
appreciated, and a notice flyer is attached.

To add any of these meetings to your calendar, first click on the “Invite” attachment in this email to open
it. Next, select “Add to Calendar” if on your phone or “Save and Close” if on your computer.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Caitlin Hetzel
Communications Specialist
Public Involvement

501-823-0730

Stakeholder Email
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Bcc:
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Date:
Attachments:

Public Involvement

Future I-57 - Notice of Location Public Hearings
Tuesday, November 29, 2022 4:58:46 PM
I57_PH2022_Flyer.pdf
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Walnut Ridge) Invite.ics
Future I-57 Location Public Hearing (Pocahontas) Invite.ics
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Greetings:

Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), will conduct Location Public Hearings to present and discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-
57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. The hearings will be held at the
following locations, and content will be the same at each meeting.

December 13, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)

22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

December 14, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Pocahontas Community Center 
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

December 15, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

These will be open house meetings with no formal presentations. The public is invited to visit any time
during the scheduled hours to view exhibits, ask questions, and offer comments. Project information is
available online at Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. The meeting materials and public comment
form are also available on the project website. Any publicity you might give these meetings will be
appreciated, and a notice flyer is attached.

To add any of these meetings to your calendar, first click on the “Invite” attachment in this email to open
it. Next, select “Add to Calendar” if on your phone or “Save and Close” if on your computer.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Caitlin Hetzel
Communications Specialist
Public Involvement

501-823-0730

Interested in the Project Email
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Public Involvement

Future I-57 - Notice of Location Public Hearings
Tuesday, November 29, 2022 4:58:19 PM
I57_PH2022_Flyer.pdf
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Greetings:

Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), will conduct Location Public Hearings to present and discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-
57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. The hearings will be held at the
following locations, and content will be the same at each meeting.

December 13, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)

22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

December 14, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Pocahontas Community Center 
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

December 15, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

These will be open house meetings with no formal presentations. The public is invited to visit any time
during the scheduled hours to view exhibits, ask questions, and offer comments. Project information is
available online at Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. The meeting materials and public comment
form are also available on the project website. Any publicity you might give these meetings will be
appreciated, and a notice flyer is attached.

To add any of these meetings to your calendar, first click on the “Invite” attachment in this email to open
it. Next, select “Add to Calendar” if on your phone or “Save and Close” if on your computer.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Caitlin Hetzel
Communications Specialist
Public Involvement

501-823-0730

Interested in the Project Email
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Greetings:

Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), will conduct Location Public Hearings to present and discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-
57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. The hearings will be held at the
following locations, and content will be the same at each meeting.

December 13, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)

22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

December 14, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Pocahontas Community Center 
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

December 15, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

These will be open house meetings with no formal presentations. The public is invited to visit any time
during the scheduled hours to view exhibits, ask questions, and offer comments. Project information is
available online at Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. The meeting materials and public comment
form are also available on the project website. Any publicity you might give these meetings will be
appreciated, and a notice flyer is attached.

To add any of these meetings to your calendar, first click on the “Invite” attachment in this email to open
it. Next, select “Add to Calendar” if on your phone or “Save and Close” if on your computer.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Caitlin Hetzel
Communications Specialist
Public Involvement

501-823-0730

Interested in the Project Email
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Greetings:

Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), will conduct Location Public Hearings to present and discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-
57) connection in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph counties. The hearings will be held at the
following locations, and content will be the same at each meeting.

December 13, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)

22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

December 14, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Pocahontas Community Center 
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

December 15, 2022
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

These will be open house meetings with no formal presentations. The public is invited to visit any time
during the scheduled hours to view exhibits, ask questions, and offer comments. Project information is
available online at Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. The meeting materials and public comment
form are also available on the project website. Any publicity you might give these meetings will be
appreciated, and a notice flyer is attached.

To add any of these meetings to your calendar, first click on the “Invite” attachment in this email to open
it. Next, select “Add to Calendar” if on your phone or “Save and Close” if on your computer.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Caitlin Hetzel
Communications Specialist
Public Involvement

501-823-0730

Interested in the Project Email
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Door-to-Door Flyers 
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Flyer Delivery 12/7/2022 – Keegan Doan & Caitlin Hetzel (422 Miles – 6 hours & 51 min no stops) 

Paragould 
Greene County Public Library – 120 North 12th Street 

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Walnut Ridge, AR 
 Lawrence County Library – 115 W. Walnut St 
 Gas stations (SW Front St. & W. Main St.) 

Casey’s – 401 W. Main St. 
Flash Market/Citgo – 406 SW Front St. 
Cenex – 1106 SW Front St. 

 White Oak Baptist Church – 190 Lawrence Rd. 612 
    
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
O’Kean, AR 
 O’Kean Church of Christ -  45 E. 2nd St. 
 O’Kean Freewill Baptist Church – 40 Main St.   

USPS – 2233 AR-34 
  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Delaplaine, AR 
 USPS – 3523 AR-90 
 Arkansas State-Game & Fish – RR 1 (No delivery as it was closed) 

Delaplaine Farm Center – 46 AR-304 (No delivery as it was closed) 
  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Peach Orchard, AR 
 Peach Orchard Community Center – 172 NW Main St. 

City Hall – 136 SW Elm St. 
USPS – 123 SW Elm St. 

    
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Knobel, AR 
 USPS – 260 Maple St. 

Knobel Grocery – 480 Main St. 
Farm Service, Inc. – 515 Main St. 
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Corning, AR 
 Corning Public Library – 613 Pine St., Corning, AR 
 Gas stations (W. Elm St. N. Missouri Ave., & W. Main St.)   
  Exxon – 1010 W. Main St. 
  Munch N Pump: State Line Travel Center – At the State Line AR Side   

MNP Taylor’s Stateline Travel Center – 21710 US-67, Neelyville, MO 
Citgo – 105 N. Missouri Ave 

  Casey’s – 1509 W. Main St. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Datto, AR 
 USPS – 300 4th St. 
 Datto Missionary Baptist Church – 722-01653, #000E 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Reyno, AR 
 Reyno Community Building – 6790 Biggers Reyno Rd. 

Reyno First Baptist Church – 105 N. Walnut St.  
A&A Grocery and the Farm Town Grill – 6776 Biggers Reyno Rd. 
USPS – 6720 Biggers-Reyno Rd. 

  
   
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Biggers, AR 
 USPS – 3309 Biggers-Reyno Rd. 
 Biggers Church of Christ – 76 S. Main  

Biggers City Hall – 15 Pearl St. (No delivery as it was an abandoned building) 
 Biggers Baptist Church – 61 Stillwell St. 
  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pocahontas, AR 
 Randolph County Library – 111 W. Everett St., Pocahontas, AR 
 Gas stations (Hwy 62/65 N, N. Thomasville St., S. Bettis St., 67/90) 
  Harps Food Store – 1609 N. Thomasville St. 
  Riverside Express – 647 US-67 
  Jordan’s Quick Shop/Citgo – 1898 US 62 W 
  Murphy USA – 1413 US-67 
  Jordan’s Kwik Stop/Citgo -1908 US-67 
  T Ricks/Citgo – 2611 US-67  
  Jordans/Exxon – 2750 US-67   
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  

 
 

Wednesday, November 9, 2022 
 

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 
Classified- Legal Advertising 
121 E. Capitol Ave. 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
Email: legalads@arkansasonline.com 
Attn: Gregg Sterne 
 
Re: ARDOT Job No. 100512 
 
Greetings: 
 
Please publish the enclosed “Notice of Public Hearing” Legal Ad in the legal advertisements section on the following 
date: 
 

Sunday, November 13, 2022 
 

 
Send one copy of the proof of publication with invoice for payment to: 
 

Garver 
Attn: Caitlin Hetzel  
Project Number: 17017535 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Email: CEHetzel@garverusa.com 
 

Sincerely, 

                                                                                  
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Specialist 
 
 
Enclosure  
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NOTICE OF LOCATION PUBLIC HEARING AND  
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

 
Walnut Ridge - Missouri State Line (Future I-57) 
Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph Counties 

ARDOT Job No. 100512 
 

Garver, in coordination with the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), will conduct a Location Public Hearing to present and discuss the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line (Future I-57) connection in Clay, Greene, 
Lawrence, and Randolph counties. 

The DEIS promotes informed decision making in the development of a transportation solution(s) to improve 
mobility and economic development within the project area, the region, and the nation as an important enhancement of the 
national highway system. The purpose of this Location Public Hearing is to present the Preferred Alternative for the project 
and to solicit comments on the DEIS. 

The Location Public Hearing will be held at the following locations from 4-7 p.m. on the specified dates (the same 
material will be available at each meeting). All meetings will be held as an open house with no formal presentations. 

• December 13, 2022 – Williams Baptist University (Moody Room), 22 McClellan Dr., Walnut Ridge, AR  
• December 14, 2022 – Pocahontas Community Center, 300 Geneva Dr., Pocahontas, AR 
• December 15, 2022 – M.B. Ainley Community Center (Banquet Room), 536 E. Elm St., Corning, AR 

The DEIS is available for public review online and in-person in the following locations: 

• Website: Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com 
• Corning Public Library: 613 Pine St., Corning, AR 72422 
• Randolph County Library: 111 W. Everett St., Pocahontas, AR 72455 
• Lawrence County Library: 115 W. Walnut St., Walnut Ridge, AR 72476 
• Greene County Library: 120 North 12th St., Paragould, AR 72450  

The public is invited and encouraged to visit Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com to view the project information 
and offer comments. Anyone with limited internet access, wanting to submit a recorded oral comment, or has general 
questions or comments regarding the DEIS or location public hearing may call (501) 823-0730. Persons wishing to submit 
written statements or other exhibits may send them to Garver, Attn: Caitlin Hetzel, 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little 
Rock, AR 72118; by email to PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com; or via the online form located at  
Future57.TransportationPlanroom.com. Comments must be submitted by January 13, 2023 to be included in the official 
record. Individuals submitting public comments may have personally identifiable information published in future reports. 

Anyone needing project information or special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is 
encouraged to contact Caitlin Hetzel at 501-823-0730, email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com, or mail to 4701 Northshore 
Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118. Hearing or speech impaired, please contact the Arkansas Relay System at (Voice/TTY 
711). Requests should be made at least four days prior to the location public hearing end date. 

Notice of Nondiscrimination: The Arkansas Department of Transportation (Department) complies with all civil 
rights provisions of federal statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in programs and activities receiving 
federal financial assistance. Therefore, the Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, national 
origin, religion (not applicable as a protected group under the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI 
Program), disability, Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in the admission, access to and treatment in 
the Department's programs and activities, as well as the Department's hiring or employment practices. Complaints of 
alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the Department's nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. 
McFadden Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. 0. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569- 
2298, (Voice/TTY 711), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov 

Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient individuals is available upon request. 

This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille. 

ARDOT Job Number 100512 
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To place your ad call Little Rock (501) 372-3733 ● ● SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2022 ● 7F 

IT’S YOUR 
RIGHT TO KNOW

Independent third-party 

public notices are critical for 

transparency and accessibility to 

citizens who want to know more 

about government actions.

 Probate Notices  1220
with respect to the estate of Nor-
ma Elizabeth Thompson, de-
ceased, with the clerk of the
Probate Division of the Circuit
Court of Pulaski County, Arkan-
sas,  under Ark.  Code Ann.  §
28-41-101.

A l l  persons hav ing c la ims
against the estate must exhibit
them, properly verified, to the
distributee or his or her attorney
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice or they shall be forever
barred and precluded from any
benefit of the estate.

The name, mailing address,
and telephone number of the
distributee or distributee’s attor-
ney is: Harry Warden, PO Box
7632, Litt le Rock, AR 72217,
501-291-0422.

This notice first published on
November 6, 2022.

75619390f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-

TATE OF ALBERTA CATHERINE
REUSSER, DECEASED

CASE NO. 60PR-22-2346
NOTICE OF AFFIDAVIT FOR

COLLECTION OF SMALL ESTATE
BY DISTRIBUTEE

Name of Decedent: Alberta
Catherine Reusser

Last Known Address of Dece-
dent: 905 Nicole Dr., North Little
Rock, AR 72118

Date of Death: October 10,
2020

On October 28, 2022, an Affi-
davit for Collection of Small Es-
tate by Distributee was filed with
respect to the estate of Alberta
Catherine Reusser, deceased,
with the clerk of the Probate Divi-
sion of the Circuit Court of Pulas-
ki County, Arkansas, under Ark.
Code Ann. § 28-41-101.

A l l  persons hav ing c la ims
against the estate must exhibit
them, properly verified, to the
distributee or his or her attorney
within three (3) months from the
date of the first publication of this
notice or they shall be forever
barred and precluded from any
benefit of the estate.

The name, mailing address,
and telephone number of the
distributee or distributee’s attor-
ney is: Harry Warden, PO Box
7632, Litt le Rock, AR 72217,
501-291-0422.

This notice first published on
November 6, 2022.

75619387f

In the Circuit Court of Pulaski
County, Arkansas in the Matter of
the Estate of Jasmine C. Flowers,
d e c e a s e d .   C a s e  N o .
60PR-22-2144. Last known ad-
dress of decedent: 6 Richsmith
Cove, Apartment 610, Mabelvale,
Arkansas. Date of death: No-
vember 28, 2020. Christopher
Flowers was appointed Personal
Representative of the estate of the
above-named decedent on Oc-
tober 6, 2022. All persons having
claims against the estate must
exhibit them, duly verified, to the
undersigned within six (6) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or they shall
be forever barred and precluded
from any benefit in the estate.
This notice first published on
November 6th, 2022. Christopher
Flowers, by James A. Wilson, 415
North McKinley, Ste. 830, Little
Rock, AR 72205.

75618550f

In the Circuit Court of Pulaski
County, Arkansas, Probate Divi-
sion. In the Matter of the Estate of
Janie T ipton Matthews,  De-
ceased, Case No. 60PR-22-116.
Last known address: 6411 Valley
ranch Drive, Little Rock, Arkan-
sas. Date of death: April 20, 2021.
Michael Craig Byrd was appoint-
ed Personal Representative of the
estate of the above decedent on
the 10th day of May, 2022. All
persons having claims against the
estate of Janie Tipton Matthews
must exhibit them, duly verified,
to the undersigned within six (6)
months from the date of the first
publication of this notice, or they
shall be forever barred and pre-
cluded from any benefit in the
estate. This notice first published
November 2nd, 2022. Michael
Craig Byrd, 7801 Hillsboro Road,
Mabelvale, Arkansas.

75618559f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-

TATE OF WILLIAM E. BIRCHARD,
DECEASED

CASE NO.: 60PR-22-2353
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

Name of decedent: William E.
Birchard

Last known address of dece-
dent:16208 Taylor Loop, Little
Rock, AR 72223

Date of Death: August 26, 2022
Pursuant to an order dated

November 2, 2022, the under-
signed has been appointed per-
sonal representative of the estate
of the above-named decedent.
They have designated Newland &
Associates, PLLC at the below
address as their agent for service
of process and notices.

A l l  persons hav ing c la ims
against the estate must exhibit
them, duly verified, to the under-
signed within six (6) months from
the date of the first publication of
this notice, or they shall be for-
ever barred and precluded from
any benefit in the estate.

This notice first published No-
vember 13, 2022.

Respectfully submitted,
ANN C. BIRCHARD

By and through:
NEWLAND & ASSOCIATES,

PLLC
2228 Cottondale Lane Suite

220
Little Rock, AR 72202

(501) 221-9393 telephone
(501) 221-7058 facsimile

Spencer H. Ward, Ark. Bar #
2020229

75622779f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF:
THE ESTATE OF DAVID POL-

LARD, Deceased
CASE NO 60PR-22-465
Ann Elizabeth Zega PETITIONER
NOTICE
Last known address of dece-

dent: 146 Sheridan Road North
Little Rock, Arkansas 72216

Date of Death:  June 11, 2022
The unders igned was ap-

pointed Executor of the above-
named decedent's estate on No-
vember 1, 2022.

A l l  persons hav ing c la ims
against the estate must exhibit
them, duly verified, to the under-
signed within six (6) months from
the date of the first publication of
this notice, or they shall be for-
ever barred and precluded from
any benefit in the estate.

This notice first published the
______day of November, 2022.

Ann Elizabeth Zega
By: Steven S. Zega, Arkansas

Bar Number 93234
Crouch, Harwell, Fryar & Fern-

er, PLLC
111 Holcomb, P.O. Box 1400
Springdale, AR 72765-1400
(479) 751-5222
(479) 751-5777 (fax)
szega@nwa.law
75622987 NOV 13, 20, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
SALINE COUNTY, ARKANSAS

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-

TATE OF JOHNNY LEE DAVIS,
DECEASED

NO. 63PR-22-685-4
NOTICE OF OPENING ESTATE

AND FILING OF CLAIMS
Last known address of dece-

dent: 348 Elm St., Lincolnton,
Georgia

Date of Death: November 21,
2020

An instrument dated Novem-
ber 19, 2004 was on October 31,
2022, admitted to probate as the
last will of the above named de-
cedent and the undersigned has
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last will of the above named de-
cedent and the undersigned has
been appointed personal repre-
sentative thereunder.  Contest of
the probate of the will can be ef-
fected only by filing a petition
within the time provided by law.

A l l  persons hav ing c la ims
against the estate must exhibit
them, duly verified, to the under-
signed within six (6) months from
the date of the first publication of
this notice, or they shall be for-
ever barred and precluded from
any benefit in the estate.

This notice first published 13th
day of November, 2022.

The name and address of the
Representative and his attorney
are stated below:

Johnny Loyd Davis,
epresentative of the Estate of
Johnny Lee Davis, Deceased
By: Bethany A. Pike, Ark. Bar

No. 2009114
The Elrod Firm

Landers Corp. Plaza, Bldg. 100,
22461 Interstate 30

Bryant, Arkansas 72022
501-847-1311

74623032z

In the Circuit Court of Sebas-
t ian County,  Arkansas in the
Matter of the Estate of Rosaura
Evelyn Hernandez, deceased.
Case No. 66FPR-22-648. Last
known address of decedent: 1122
North 56th Terrace, Fort Smith,
A R  7 2 9 0 4 .  D a t e  o f  d e a t h :
9/17/21. Evelyn Hernandez was
appointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of the above-
named decedent on 11/7/22. All
persons having claims against the
estate must exhibit them, duly
verified, to the undersigned with-
in six months from the date of
first publication of this notice, or
they shall be forever barred and
precluded from any benefit in the
estate. This notice first published
on November 13th, 2022. Evelyn
Hernandez, by Dustin Duke, 415
North McKinley, Ste. 830, Little
Rock, AR 72205.

75622297f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
VAN BUREN COUNTY,

ARKANSAS, 4th DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-

TATE OF EDWIN F. JOHNSON,
DECEASED

CASE NO. 71PR-22-119
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL,
APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR

AND FILING OF CLAIMS
Last known address of dece-

dent: 118 Richwood Drive Apt. 48,
Fairfield Bay, AR 72088

Date of  Death:   October 5,
2022

An instrument dated March 21,
2013 was admitted to probate on
October 18, 2022, as the last will
of EDWIN F. JOHNSON (AKA ED-
WIN FRITZOPH JOHNSON, JR),
deceased, and the undersigned
has been appointed Executor of
the estate of the above-named
decedent.  Contest of the probate
of the will can be effected only by
filing a petition within the time
provided by law.

A l l  persons hav ing c la ims
against the estate must exhibit
them, duly verified, to the under-
signed within six (6) months from
the date of the first publication of
this notice, or they shall be for-
ever barred and precluded from
any benefit in the estate.

This notice first published the
6th day of November, 2022.

Robert D. Alexander,
Executor

By:
Jennifer S. O'Kelley, Attorney
AR Bar #2009180
The O'Kelley Law Firm, PLLC
PO Box 242618
Little Rock, AR 72223
501-837-2534
Attorney for Estate
75619454f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
WHITE COUNTY, ARKANSAS

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF MARY LOU

GOFF, Deceased
CASE NO. 73PR-22-366

NOTICE OF AFFIDAVIT FOR
COLLECTION OF SMALL
�ESTATE BY DISTRIBUTEE

In the Probate Court of White
County, Arkansas

Estate of Mary Lou Goff, de-
ceased.

Las t  known address :  712
Highway 367 N, Judsonia, AR
72081

Date of Death:  September 16,
2022

On October 31, 2022, an affi-
davit for collection of small estate
by distribute was filed with re-
spect to the estate of Mary Lou
Goff, deceased, with the clerk of
the Probate Division of the Circuit
Court of White County, Arkansas,
u n d e r  A r k .  C o d e  A n n .  §
28-41-101.  All persons having
claims against the estate must
exhibit them, properly verified, to
the distribute or his or her attor-
ney within three (3) months from
the date of the first publication of
this notice or they shall be forev-
er barred and precluded from any
benefit of the estate.

The name, mailing address,
and telephone number of the
distributee’s attorney is G. Gre-
gory Niblock, Attorney at Law,
Niblock & Associates, 2804 East
Race Street, Searcy, AR 72143,
(870) 673-8444.

75619012f

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

MISSISSIPPI COUNTY,
ARKANSAS, OSCEOLA

DISTRICT, PROBATE DIVISION
In the Matter of the Estate of

THOMAS MICHAEL PORTER, De-
ceased

NO. 470PR-22-67
Last known address of dece-

dent:16 Linda Sue Dr., Osceola,
Arkansas 72370

Date of Death: July 7, 2022
The undersigned, Phillip Porter

was  appointed administrator of
the estate of Thomas Michael
Porter, deceased, on the 21st day
of October, 2022.

A l l  persons hav ing c la ims
against the estate must exhibit
them, duly verified, to the under-
signed within six (6) months from
the date of the first publication of
this notice, or they shall be for-
ever barred and precluded from
any benefit in the estate.  How-
ever, claims for injury or death
caused by the negligence of the
decedent shall be filed within six
(6) months from the date of the
first publication of the notice, or
they shall be forever barred and
precluded from any benefit in
such estate.

This notice first published on
the 13th day of November, 2022.

Phillip Porter, Administrator
c/o Brett M. Waldrip

BENTON SMITH LAW FIRM
P. O. Box 1594

Jonesboro, AR 72403
bwaldrip@bentonsmithlaw.com

(870) 932-4488
75622310f

NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATE OF BEVERLY JOEL LAM-
BERT, IV, DECEASED

No. 60PR-22-1633
Last known address of dece-

dent: 9 Connell Drive, Little Rock,
AR 72205

Date of death: June 22, 2022
The unders igned was ap-

pointed Administrator of the es-
tate of the above decedent on the
27th day of September, 2022.

A l l  persons hav ing c la ims
against the estate must exhibit
them, duly verified, to the under-
signed within six (6) months from
the date of the first publication of
this notice, or they shall be for-
ever barred and precluded from
any benefit in the estate.

This notice first published the
6th day of November, 2022.

Laura Walker, Personal Rep-
resentative

c / o  D r e w  B e n h a m ,  A B A
2013218

Gill Ragon Owen, P.A.
425 West Capitol Ave., Suite

3800
Little Rock, AR 72201
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3800

Little Rock, AR 72201
(501) 376-3800
benham@gill-law.com
75620782f
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CORRECTED LEGAL NOTICE
A meeting of the Arkansas

Game and Fish Commission will
be held beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Thursday, November 17, 2022, at
the Little Rock Office Complex, 2
Natural Resources Drive, Little
Rock, AR 72205. Items on the
agenda for the November 17,
2022 meeting will include dis-
cussions of the Personnel/Gov-
ernance Committee involving
AGFC employment matters.  All
interested persons are invited to
attend the meeting.

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  r e g u l a r
monthly Commission meeting on
Wednesday, November 16, 2022,
as previously indicated.

AUSTIN BOOTH, DIRECTOR
Arkansas Game & Fish

Commission
Game & Fish Commission

Building
2 Natural Resources Drive

Little Rock, Arkansas 72205
75622810f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
JEFFERSON COUNTY,

ARKANSAS, JUVENILE DIVISION
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN SERVICES, PLAINTIFF
VS.

CASE NO. 35JV-21-203
JEFFERY ENTO, PARENT, DE-

FENDANT
A.E., MALE, DOB: 09/24/2019

,A.E., FEMALE, DOB: 11/13/2018,
JUVENILES, RESPONDENTS

TERMINATION OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS
WARNING ORDER

TO:  JEFFERY ENTO
Take notice that on August 13,

2021 a petition was filed by the
Arkansas Department of Human
Services in the Circuit Court, Ju-
veni le  Div is ion,  of  Jef ferson
County, Arkansas, to have A.E.,
DOB: 09/24/2019 and A.E., DOB:
11/13/2018; declared depen-
dent-neglected. Such declaration
could result  in the juveni le's
continued removal from your
custody and placement in the
care of some suitable person,
agency or institution.

A  Terminat ion  o f  Parenta l
Rights hearing on this matter is
scheduled for December 8, 2022
at 11:00 a.m. at the Jack Jones
Juvenile Detention Center, 301 E
2nd Ave, Pine Bluff, AR 71601.  If
you desire to be represented by
an attorney, you should immedi-
ately contact your attorney so that
an answer can be filed for you
and he may appear with you at
any hearing.  If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may obtain one
by contacting Legal Services or
requesting the Court to determine
i f  you  qua l i f y  fo r  appo in ted
counsel.

Putative parents take notice
that pursuant to Arkansas state
law, you have the right to:

(A) Know the methods of es-
tablishing paternity.  You can es-
tablish paternity by: 1. Proving
that you were married to the
mother of the child at the time the
child was born; 2. Presenting an
Acknowledgment of Paternity that
has been properly signed and
filed with the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health, Office of Vital
Records; or 3. Proving that a court
of competent jurisdiction has en-
tered an order declaring that you
are the child’s legal father.

(B) Prove that you have had
signif icant contacts with the
herein child.

(C) Be heard by the Court.
NOW, unless you appear and

defend or otherwise respond
within thirty days from the first
date of publication of this notice,
the Peti t ion may be taken as
confessed, and a decree entered
and granted.

Barbara A. Collins, Circuit Clerk
By: Deputy Clerk

75620479f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
JEFFERSON COUNTY,

ARKANSAS, JUVENILE DIVISION
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN SERVICES, PLAINTIFF
VS.

CASE NO. 35JV-22-53
ALYSHA HELLUMS, PARENT,

BRAD DOLLS,  JR. ,  PUTATIVE
FATHER OF

K.H. & K.H., ARICO MOSBY,
LEGAL FATHER OF C.M., DE-
FENDANTS

ANTONIO JOHNSON, PUTATIVE
FATHER OF K.J.

K . H . ,  F E M A L E ,  D O B :
04/19/2011, K.H., FEMALE, DOB:
07/07/2019, C.M., FEMALE, DOB:
03/13/2017, K.J., FEMALE, DOB:
09/24/2020, JUVENILES, RE-
SPONDENTS

TERMINATION OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS
WARNING ORDER

TO: ALYSH HELLUMS, BRAD
DOLLS, JR., ARICO MOSBY, and
ANTONIO JOHNSON

Take notice that on February
16, 2022 a petition was filed by
the Arkansas Department of Hu-
man Services in the Circuit Court,
Juvenile Division, of Jefferson
County, Arkansas, to have K.H.,
DOB: 04/19/2011; K.H., DOB:
0 7 / 0 7 / 2 0 1 9 ;  C . M . ,  D O B :
0 3 / 1 3 / 2 0 1 7 ;  K . J . ,  D O B :
09/24/2020; declared depen-
dent-neglected. Such declaration
could result  in the juveni le's
continued removal from your
custody and placement in the
care of some suitable person,
agency or institution.

A  Terminat ion  o f  Parenta l
Rights hearing on this matter is
scheduled for December 8, 2022
at 2:30 p.m. at the Jack Jones
Juvenile Detention Center, 301 E
2nd Ave, Pine Bluff, AR 71601.  If
you desire to be represented by
an attorney, you should immedi-
ately contact your attorney so that
an answer can be filed for you
and he may appear with you at
any hearing.  If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may obtain one
by contacting Legal Services or
requesting the Court to determine
i f  you  qua l i f y  fo r  appo in ted
counsel.

Putative parents take notice
that pursuant to Arkansas state
law, you have the right to:

(A) Know the methods of es-
tablishing paternity.  You can es-
tablish paternity by: 1. Proving
that you were married to the
mother of the child at the time the
child was born; 2. Presenting an
Acknowledgment of Paternity that
has been properly signed and
filed with the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health, Office of Vital
Records; or 3. Proving that a court
of competent jurisdiction has en-
tered an order declaring that you
are the child’s legal father.

(B) Prove that you have had
signif icant contacts with the
herein child.

(C) Be heard by the Court.
NOW, unless you appear and

defend or otherwise respond
within thirty days from the first
date of publication of this notice,
the Peti t ion may be taken as
confessed, and a decree entered
and granted.

Barbara A. Collins, Circuit Clerk
By: Deputy Clerk

75620492f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
JEFFERSON COUNTY,

ARKANSAS, JUVENILE DIVISION
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN SERVICES, PLAINTIFF
VS.

CASE NO. 35JV-22-448
ASHLEY TAYLOR,  PARENT,

DEFENDANTS
K A R E N  R E D D I C K ,  L E G A L

GUARDIAN
M . S ,  J R . ,  M A L E ,  D O B :

12/09/2009, M.S., FEMALE, DOB:
10/27/2011, M.S., MALE, DOB:
6/4/2015, D.T., FEMALE, DOB:
2/20/2017,  JUVENILES,  RE-
SPONDENTS

ADJUDICATION
WARNING ORDER

TO: ASHLEY TAYLOR, MIKE
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WARNING ORDER
TO: ASHLEY TAYLOR, MIKE

SEENEY, SR., AND LATRAY TOL-
BERT

Take notice that on October 26,
2022 a petition was filed by the
Arkansas Department of Human
Services in the Circuit Court, Ju-
veni le  Div is ion,  of  Jef ferson
County, Arkansas, to have M.S.,
JR., DOB: 12/09/2009; M.S., DOB:
1 0 / 2 7 / 2 0 1 1 ;  M . S . ,  D O B :
6/4/2015; D.T. DOB: 2/20/2017;
declared dependent-neglected.
Such declaration could result in
the juvenile's continued removal
from your custody and placement
in the care of some suitable per-
son, agency or institution.

An Adjudication hearing on this
matter is scheduled for Decem-
ber 1, 2022 at 11:45 a.m. at the
Jack Jones Juvenile Detention
Center, 301 E 2nd Ave, Pine Bluff,
AR 71601.  If you desire to be
represented by an attorney, you
should immediately contact your
attorney so that an answer can be
filed for you and he may appear
with you at any hearing.  If you
cannot afford an attorney, you
may obtain one by contacting
Legal Services or requesting the
Court to determine if you qualify
for appointed counsel.

Putative parents take notice
that pursuant to Arkansas state
law, you have the right to:

(A) Know the methods of es-
tablishing paternity.  You can es-
tablish paternity by: 1. Proving
that you were married to the
mother of the child at the time the
child was born; 2. Presenting an
Acknowledgment of Paternity that
has been properly signed and
filed with the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health, Office of Vital
Records; or 3. Proving that a court
of competent jurisdiction has en-
tered an order declaring that you
are the child’s legal father.

(B) Prove that you have had
signif icant contacts with the
herein child.

(C)  Be heard by the Court.
NOW, unless you appear and

defend or otherwise respond
within thirty days from the first
date of publication of this notice,
the Peti t ion may be taken as
confessed, and a decree entered
and granted.

Barbara A. Collins, Circuit Clerk
By: Deputy Clerk

75620513f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
SALINE COUNTY, ARKANSAS

JUVENILE DIVISION
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN SERVICES, PETITIONER
VS.

CASE NO. 63JV-22-295
S O N Y A  S A N D E R S ,  D O B :

07/04/1972, PARENT OF  DE-
FENDANT

S. S., DOB: 09/04/2004, MALE,
JUVENILE, RESPONDENT

ADJUDICATION
WARNING ORDER

TO: SONYA SANDERS and any
and all other putative fathers

Take notice that on August 5,
2022,  a Petition for Dependency
Neglect was filed by the Arkan-
sas Department of Human Ser-
vices in the Circuit Court, Juve-
nile Division of Saline County,
Arkansas to determine depen-
dency neglect on the following
juveniles:  S.S DOB: 09/04/2004

Putative parents take notice
that pursuant to Arkansas state
law, you have the right to:

(A) Know the methods of es-
tablishing paternity.  You can es-
tablish paternity by: 1. Proving
that you were married to the
mother of the child at the time the
child was born; 2. Presenting an
Acknowledgment of Paternity that
has been properly signed and
filed with the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health, Office of Vital
Records; or 3. Proving that a court
of competent jurisdiction has en-
tered an order declaring that you
are the child’s legal father.

(B) Prove that you have had
signif icant contacts with the
herein child.

(C)  Be heard by the Court.
An Adjudication  hearing is

scheduled for December 5, 2022,
at 9:00 a.m. at the Saline County
Court house, 200 North Main
Street, Benton, Arkansas.

/s/Myka Bono Sample
Circuit Clerk

By: /s/Teresa House
Deputy Clerk

Date: 10/31/2022
7569831f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
WASHINGTON COUNTY,

ARKANSAS
JUVENILE DIVISION VIII

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF
HUMAN SERVICES, PETITIONER

VS.
CASE NO. 72JV-22-555-8

JENNIFER WALLACE, PARENT,
CLIFTON GOOCH, SR., PUTATIVE
PARENT, DEFENDANTS

B.G., DOB: 07/06/2006, MALE,
K.G., DOB: 01/13/2008, FEMALE,
C.G.J., DOB: 08/27/2010, MALE,
R.G., DOB: 06/16/2019, MALE,
JUVENILES, RESPONDENTS

ADJUDICATION
WARNING ORDER

TO: JENNIFER WALLACE AND
CLIFTON GOOCH, SR.,  AND ANY
AND ALL UNKNOWN PARENTS OR
PUTATIVE PARENTS

Take notice that on October 20,
2022, a petition was filed by the
Arkansas Department of Human
Services in the Circuit Court, Ju-
venile Division VIII, of Washington
County, Arkansas, to have B.J..
DOB: 07/06/2006; K.G., DOB:
0 1 / 1 3 / 2 0 0 8 ;  C . G . J . ,  D O B :
08/27/2010;  and R.G. ,  DOB:
06/16/2019 declared depen-
dent-neglected. Such declaration
could result  in the juveni les’
continued removal from your
custody and placement in the
care of some suitable person,
agency or institution.

An Adjudication & Disposition
Hearing this matter is scheduled
for December 6, 2022 at 4:00
p.m. with the Washington County
Circuit Court, Juvenile Division
VIII, 123 N. College Avenue, Fay-
etteville, AR 72701.  If you desire
to be represented by an attorney,
you should immediately contact
your attorney so that an answer
can be filed for you and he may
appear with you at any hearing.  If
you cannot afford an attorney, you
may obtain one by contacting
Legal Services or requesting the
Court to determine if you qualify
for appointed counsel.

Putative parents take notice
that pursuant to Arkansas state
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Putative parents take notice
that pursuant to Arkansas state
law, you have the right to:

(A) Know the methods of es-
tablishing paternity.  You can es-
tablish paternity by: 1. Proving
that you were married to the
mother of the child at the time the
child was born; 2. Presenting an
Acknowledgment of Paternity that
has been properly signed and
filed with the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health, Office of Vital
Records; or 3. Proving that a court
of competent jurisdiction has en-
tered an order declaring that you
are the child’s legal father.

(B) Prove that you have had
signif icant contacts with the
herein child.

(C) Be heard by the Court.
NOW, unless you appear and

defend or otherwise respond
within thirty days from the first
date of publication of this notice,
the Peti t ion may be taken as
confessed, and a decree entered
and granted.

KYLE SYLVESTER, CIRCUIT
CLERK

Washington County Circuit
Court

280 N. College Avenue
Fayetteville, AR 72701

By: /s/Daleen Torgerson
Deputy Clerk

Date: 11/1/2022
75619005f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
WASHINGTON COUNTY,

ARKANSAS
JUVENILE DIVISION VIII

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF
HUMAN SERVICES, PETITIONER

VS.
CASE NO. 72JV-21-80-8

JOSE CASTILLO et. al ,DE-
FENDANT

TPR
WARNING ORDER

TO: Jose Castillo, parent
Take notice that on November

8, 2022, a petition was filed by
the Arkansas Department of Hu-
man Services in the Circuit Court,
Juvenile Division, of Washington
County, Arkansas, to have paren-
t a l  r i g h t s  a s  t o  G . C . ,  D O B :
05/06/2015 terminated. Such
declaration could result in the
juvenile’s continued removal from
your custody and placement in
the care of some suitable person,
agency or institution.

A  Terminat ion  o f  Parenta l
Rights Hearing on this matter is
scheduled for December 13, 2022
at 10:30 a.m. with the Washing-
ton County Circuit Court, Juvenile
Division, 123 N. College Street,
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701.  If
you desire to be represented by
an attorney, you should immedi-
ately contact an attorney so that
an answer can be filed for you
and he may appear with you at
any hearing.  If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may obtain one
by contacting Legal Services or
requesting the Court to determine
i f  you  qua l i f y  fo r  appo in ted
counsel.

Putative parents take notice
that pursuant to Arkansas state
law, you have the right to:

(A) Know the methods of es-
tablishing paternity.  You can es-
tablish paternity by: 1. Proving
that you were married to the
mother of the child at the time the
child was born; 2. Presenting an
Acknowledgment of Paternity that
has been properly signed and
filed with the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health, Office of Vital
Records; or 3. Proving that a court
of competent jurisdiction has en-
tered an order declaring that you
are the child’s legal father.

(B) Prove that you have had
signif icant contacts with the
herein child.

(C) Be heard by the Court.
NOW, unless you appear and

defend or otherwise respond
within thirty days from the first
date of publication of this notice,
the Peti t ion may be taken as
confessed, and a decree entered
and granted.

KYLE SYLVESTER, CIRCUIT
CLERK

Washington County Circuit
Court

280 N. College Avenue
Fayetteville, AR 72701

By: /s/Daleen Torgerson
Deputy Clerk

Date: November 9, 2022
75622676f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
WHITE COUNTY, ARKANSAS

JUVENILE DIVISION
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN SERVICES, PETITIONER
VS.

73JV-21-186
N A T A L I E  D A L E ,  M O T H E R ,

ROBBY DALE, FATHER, DEFEN-
DANTS

V.A. DOB: 09-20-2016 FE-
MALE, JUVENILE, RESPONDENT

TERMINATION OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS
WARNING ORDER

TO: Natalie Dale and Robby
Dale and all others claiming pa-
rental rights.

Take notice that on November
9, 2022, a petition was filed by
the Arkansas Department of Hu-
man Services in the Circuit Court,
Juven i le  D iv is ion,  o f  Pra i r ie
County, Arkansas, to terminate
parental rights as to the following
juvenile:  V.A., DOB: September
20, 2016. Such declaration could
result in termination of your pa-
rental rights.

A hearing on the petition to
terminate  parenta l  r igh ts  i s
scheduled for January 26, 2023,
at 1:00 p.m., at the White County
Courthouse, 1600 E. Booth Road,
Searcy, Arkansas.  If you desire to
be represented by an attorney,
you should immediately contact
your attorney so that an answer
can be filed for you and he may
appear with you at any hearing.  If
you cannot afford an attorney, you
may obtain one by contacting
Legal Services or requesting the
Court appoint you an attorney if
indigent.

Putative parents take notice
that pursuant to Arkansas state
law, you have the right to:

(A) Know the methods of es-
tablishing paternity.  You can es-
tablish paternity by: 1. Proving
that you were married to the
mother of the child at the time the
child was born; 2. Presenting an
Acknowledgment of Paternity that
has been properly signed and
filed with the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health, Office of Vital
Records; or 3. Proving that a court
of competent jurisdiction has en-
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Records; or 3. Proving that a court
of competent jurisdiction has en-
tered an order declaring that you
are the child’s legal father.

(B) Prove that you have had
signif icant contacts with the
herein child.

(C) Be heard by the Court.
Tammy King, Circuit Clerk

By: Michelle Bui
Clerk

Date: 11/10/2022
75622972f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
WOODRUFF COUNTY,

ARKANSAS, JUVENILE DIVISION
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN SERVICES ,PLAINTIFF
VS.

NO. 74JV-21-36
SIERRA WILLIAMS, PARENT

,DEFENDANT
GABRIELLA HARDAWAY, (DOB:

11/09/21), FEMALE, JUVENILE,
RESPONDENT

WARNING ORDER
TO: SIERRA WILLIAMS
Take notice that on August 25,

2022 a petition was filed by the
Arkansas Department of Human
Services in the Circuit Court, Ju-
ven i le  D iv is ion,  o f  Woodruf f
County, Arkansas, to terminate
the parental rights of all named
Defendants above including but
not limited to Sierra Williams to
the above named juveniles.  Such
declaration could result in the
terminat ion of  your  parenta l
rights.

A hearing on the petition to
terminate  parenta l  r igh ts  i s
scheduled for December 12, 2022
at the Woodruff County Court-
house, 500 N. 3rd St., Augusta,
AR.  If you desire to be repre-
sented by an attorney, you should
immediately contact your attor-
ney so that an answer can be filed
for you and they may appear with
you at any hearing.  If you cannot
afford an attorney, you may ob-
tain one by contacting Legal Ser-
vices or requesting the Court to
determine if you qualify for ap-
pointed counsel.

Putative parents take notice
that pursuant to Arkansas state
law, you have the right to:

(A) Know the methods of es-
tablishing paternity.  You can es-
tablish paternity by: 1. Proving
that you were married to the
mother of the child at the time the
child was born; 2. Presenting an
Acknowledgment of Paternity that
has been properly signed and
filed with the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health, Office of Vital
Records; or 3. Proving that a court
of competent jurisdiction has en-
tered an order declaring that you
are the child’s legal father.

(B) Prove that you have had
signif icant contacts with the
herein child.

(C) Be heard by the Court.
NOW, unless you appear and

defend or otherwise respond
within thirty days from the first
date of publication of this notice,
the Peti t ion may be taken as
confessed, and a decree entered
and granted.

/s/Jean Burkett
Circuit Clerk

By: /s/Lori Grisham
Deputy Clerk

Date: 11-7-2022
75622704f

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
YELL COUNTY, ARKANSAS
DARDANELLE DISTRICT --

JUVENILE DIVISION
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN SERVICES,
VS.

CASE NO. 75NJV-21-19
JASON CANO,  PARENT OF

KASON CANO DEFENDANTS
DONTARIUS CAGE, PARENT OF

KAYDEN CAGE
K. C., DOB:  06/13/17, K. C.,

DOB:  05/06/14,  G.  T. ,  DOB:
06/06/19, RESPONDENTS

WARNING ORDER
TO: JASON CANO, DONTARIUS

CAGE, AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN

Take notice that on October 21,
2022 a petition was filed by the
Arkansas Department of Human
Services in the Circuit Court, Ju-
venile Division, of Conway County,
Arkansas, to have parental rights
terminated as to Jason Cano and
Dontarius Cage.  Such declara-
tion could result in the termina-
tion of your parental rights.

A termination hearing on this
matter is scheduled for Decem-
ber 9, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. at the
Conway County Courthouse, 117
South Moose Street, Morrilton, AR
72110.  If you desire to be rep-
resented by an attorney, you
should immediately contact your
attorney so that an answer can be
filed for you and he may appear
with you at any hearing.  If you
cannot afford an attorney, you
may obtain one by contacting
Legal Services or requesting the
Court to determine if you qualify
for appointed counsel.

NOW, unless you appear and
defend or otherwise respond
within thirty days from the first
date of publication of this notice,
the Peti t ion may be taken as
confessed, and a decree entered
and granted.

Circuit Clerk
By: Deputy Clerk

Date: November 6, 2022.
75620466f

NOTICE OF LOCATION PUBLIC
HEARING AND DRAFT ENVI-

RONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Walnut Ridge - Missouri State

Line (Future I-57)
Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and
Randolph Counties ARDOT Job

No. 100512
Garver, in coordination with the

Arkansas Department of Trans-
portation (ARDOT) and Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA),
will conduct a Location Public
Hearing to present and discuss
the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for the pro-
posed Walnut Ridge to Missouri
State Line (Future I-57) connec-
tion in Clay, Greene, Lawrence,
and Randolph counties.

The DEIS promotes informed
decision making in the develop-
m e n t  o f  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
solution(s) to improve mobility and
economic development within the
project area, the region, and the
nation as an important enhance-
ment of the national highway
system. The purpose of this Lo-
cation Public Hearing is to present
the Preferred Alternative for the
project and to solicit comments
on the DEIS.

The Location Public Hearing
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on the DEIS.

The Location Public Hearing
will be held at the following lo-
cations from 4-7 p.m. on the
specified dates (the same mate-
r ia l  wi l l  be avai lable at  each
meeting). All meetings will be
held as an open house with no
formal presentations.

    • December 13, 2022 –
Williams Baptist University (Moody
Room), 22 McClellan Dr., Walnut
Ridge, AR

    • December 14, 2022 –
Pocahontas Community Center,
300 Geneva Dr., Pocahontas, AR

    • December 15, 2022 –
M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room), 536 E. Elm St.,
Corning, AR The DEIS is available
for public review online and in-
person in the following locations:

    • Website: Future57.Trans-
portationPlanroom.com

    • Corning Public Library:
613 Pine St., Corning, AR 72422

    • Randolph County Library:
111 W. Everett St., Pocahontas,
AR 72455

    • Lawrence County Library:
115 W. Walnut St., Walnut Ridge,
AR 72476

    • Greene County Library:
120 North 12th St., Paragould, AR
72450

The  pub l i c  i s  i n v i t ed  and
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  v i s i t
Future57.TransportationPlanroom.
com to view the project informa-
tion and offer comments. Anyone
with l imited internet access,
wanting to submit a recorded oral
c o m m e n t ,  o r  h a s  g e n e r a l
questions or comments regarding
the  DE IS  o r  l oca t i on  pub l i c
hearing may call (501) 823-0730.
Persons wishing to submit written
statements or other exhibits may
send them to Garver, Attn: Caitlin
Hetzel, 4701 Northshore Drive,
North Little Rock, AR 72118; by
e m a i l  t o
PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.co
m; or via the online form located
at
Future57.TransportationPlanroom.
c o m .  C o m m e n t s  m u s t  b e
submitted by January 13, 2023 to
be included in the official record.
Individuals submitt ing public
comments may have personally
identifiable information published
in future reports.

A n y o n e  n e e d i n g  p r o j e c t
i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  s p e c i a l
accommoda t i ons  unde r  t he
Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) is encouraged to contact
Caitlin Hetzel at 501-823-0730,
email
PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.co
m, or mail to 4701 Northshore
Dr ive ,  Nor th  L i t t le  Rock,  AR
7 2 1 1 8 .  H e a r i n g  o r  s p e e c h
impaired, please contact the
A r k a n s a s  R e l a y  S y s t e m  a t
(Voice/TTY 711). Requests should
be made at least four days prior
to the location public hearing end
date.

Notice of Nondiscrimination:
The Arkansas Department of
Transportat ion (Department)
compl ies with al l  c iv i l  r ights
provisions of federal statutes and
related authorities that prohibit
discrimination in programs and
ac t i v i t i e s  r ece i v i ng  f ede ra l
financial assistance. Therefore,
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  d o e s  n o t
discriminate on the basis of race,
sex, color, age, national origin,
re l ig ion (not  appl icable as a
protected group under the Federal
M o t o r  C a r r i e r  S a f e t y
Administration Title VI Program),
d i s a b i l i t y ,  L i m i t e d  E n g l i s h
Proficiency (LEP), or low-income
status in the admission, access to
and treatment in the Depart-
ment's programs and activities,
as well as the Department's hiring
o r  e m p l o y m e n t  p r a c t i c e s .
Complaints of alleged discrimi-
nation and inquiries regarding the
Department's nondiscrimination
po l i c ies  may  be  d i rec ted  to
Joanna P. McFadden Section
Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI
Coordinator), P. 0. Box 2261,
Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-
2298, (Voice/TTY 711), or the
f o l l o w i n g  e m a i l  a d d r e s s :
joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov

Free language assistance for
L i m i t e d  E n g l i s h  P r o f i c i e n t
individuals is avai lable upon
request.

This notice is available from the
ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator in
large print, on audiotape and in
Bra i l l e .  ARDOT Job  Number
100512

75622295z

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
DOCKET NO. 99-2022–12

Pursuant to the provisions of
Act 105 of 1939 and/or Act 937 of
1979 of the State of Arkansas and
any Amendments thereto, notice
is hereby given that  Weiser-
Brown Operating Company has
applied to the Arkansas Oil and
Gas Commission for a location
exception to permit the drilling of
a well to be drilled 2,626 feet
from the South line and 1,444
feet from the East line of Section
6, Township 15 South, Range 19
West, Ouachita County, Arkansas.
The well will be drilled to an ap-
proximate depth of 2,950 feet to
test the Lower Cretaceous Inter-
val and any intervening formation.

Because the well’s bottom hole
depth, within the Lower Creta-
ceous Interval, and some inter-
vening zones are not within the
confines of any existing field, as
such, a non-exceptional location
would be at least 280 feet from all
governmental subdivision lines.
However because of surface to-
pographical reasons, it is impor-
tant that the well be drilled at the
proposed location.  The proposed
location lies less than 280 feet
from multiple governmental sub-
division lines.  However, it is the
intent of the Applicant to ulti-
mately create a unit to contain its
proposed well should the well be
completed as a producer.   After
the creation of such unit, the well
will be at a non-exceptional lo-
cation within the unit and subject
to field rules created for the new-
ly created unit.

The application will be heard by
the Arkansas Oil and Gas Com-
mission at a public hearing at
9:00 a.m. on December 6, 2022,
or at such later hour as may be
designated by the Commission
staff, in the offices of the Oil and
Gas Commission, 5301 Norths-
hore Drive, North Little Rock, Ar-
kansas. The purpose of the Com-
mission Hearing will be to receive
evidence relative to the matter
specified in this Notice of Public
Hearing and for the issuance of
any rules and regulations that are
found to be appropriate following
the hearing.  Due to the length of
some docket items, the hearing
may continue into the following
day.

Please use the above docket
number in any inquiries to the
Commission concerning th is
matter.  Also, please note that the
docket number contained within
this Notice is subject to change at
the discretion of the Arkansas Oil
and Gas Commission.  Copies of
the application are available for
review at the Commission offices
located within the Arkansas De-
partment of Energy and Environ-
ment, 5301 Northshore Drive,
North L i t t le  Rock,  Arkansas,
phone number 501-683-5814
and 3309 Phoenix Avenue, Fort
Smith, Arkansas, phone number
479-646-6611.  Inquiries should
be directed to Shane Khoury,
Chief Counsel, at the North Little
Rock address above, or by e-mail
at
Shane.Khoury@aogc.state.ar.us.

Any parties who propose to
oppose a filed application, shall
notify, in writing, the Director of
the Arkansas Oil and Gas Com-
mission and the Applicant's At-
torney of the proposed opposition,
not later than the close of busi-
ness on the Friday before the
scheduled public hearing date.
Objections should be directed to
the Oil and Gas   Commission, at
the North Little Rock address, or
b y  e - m a i l  a t
objections@aogc.state.ar.us.
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b y  e - m a i l  a t
objections@aogc.state.ar.us.
Please note that the Arkansas Oil
and Gas Commission will post a
proposed agenda of the said
public hearing, setting out the
tentative order in which the cas-
es will be heard, on its website,
http://www.aogc.state.ar.us, ap-
proximately ten (10) days prior to
the hearing date.  You are invited
to log on to the Commission's
website and view a copy of this
agenda.  If you do not have ac-
cess to the internet, you may call
the Oil and Gas Commission at
either the Little Rock or Fort Smith
office and request that a copy of
the agenda be mailed to you.

A R K A N S A S  O I L  A N D  G A S
COMMISSION

By: Lawrence Bengal, Director
75622323f

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING
FOR AMERICAN FUNERAL

SERVICES, BURIAL ASSOCIATION
MEMBERS

There will be a special meet-
ing at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, No-
vember 22, 2022 at  Moore's
Jacksonville Funeral Home, 1504
N J P Wright Loop Rd., Jackson-
ville, AR  72076, 501-982-2136
to discuss the dissolut ion of
American Funeral Services Burial
Association.

75621681z

NOTICE TO RECORD OWNERS
ARGENTA DOWNTOWN CENTRAL
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DIS-
RICT No 31 of NORTH LITTLE
ROCK, ARKANSAS (DCBID31).
Not ice is  hereby given to a l l
record owners of property in
DCBID31 that quarterly meetings
of the Commissioners for the
District shall occur on the fourth
Wednesday of February, May,
August and November 2022.  The
next meeting, which will replace
the November meeting, will be
Wednesday, December 7, 2022 at
4:30 P.M. at 500 Main Street,
Nor th  L i t t l e  Rock ,  Arkansas
72114.

75621875f

STAGECOACH VILLAGE
MUNICIPAL MULTIPURPOSE

PROPERTY OWNERS’
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO.

17 OF LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
Notice is hereby given that an

increase in the rate of levy of the
assessed benefits of Stagecoach
Village Municipal Multipurpose
Property Owners’ Improvement
District No.17 of Little Rock, Ar-
kansas has been filed in the of-
fice of the City Clerk of Litt le
Rock, where it is open to in-
spection.  All persons wishing to
be heard on said assessment will
be heard by the commissioners
and the assessor of said district
between the hours of 4 p.m. and
6 p.m. at 100 Stagecoach Village,
in the City of Little Rock, Arkan-
sas, on the 30th day of Novem-
ber, 2022.

Dated: November 11, 2022
/s/Ali Morshedi

Ali Morshedi, Chairman
75622859z

THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
UNION COUNTY, ARKANSAS

JUVENILE DIVISION
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF

HUMAN SERVICES, PLAINTIFF
VS.

NO. 70JV-22-18
REBECCA BUTLER, DEFENDANT
E.A., MALE, DOB: 04/07/2020,

A.A., FEMALE, DOB: 07/07/2021,
RESPONDENT

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY
WARNING ORDER

ON DERRICK ALBERT
On this 7th day of November

2022, the above entitled cause of
action is presented to the Court
upon a Motion for Service as Di-
rected by Court.  Based upon the
verified motion, the Court, noting
the best interests, welfare, health
and safety, case plan and appro-
priate statutory provisions, does
hereby FIND, ORDER, ADJUDGE
AND DECREE:

1. This Court possesses juris-
diction of the parties and the
subject matter before it.

2. Pursuant to paragraph (g)(4)
of Rule 4 of the Arkansas Rules of
Civil Procedure, service shall be
made by publication of this order,
published weekly for two con-
secutive weeks in a newspaper
having general circulation in the
county where the action is filed.
Additionally, the clerk shall con-
spicuously post this order for a
continuous period of 30-days at
the courthouse of the county
where the action is filed.  Proof of
service shall be made as set out
in of paragraphs (g)(3)(A)-(D) of
Rule 4 of the Arkansas Rules of
Civil Procedure.

3. Derrick Albert shall take
notice that on March 17, 2022, a
petition was filed by the Arkansas
Department of Human Services in
seeking to adjudicate depen-
d e n t - n e g l e c t  E . A . ,  D O B :
04/07/2020  and  A .A . ,  DOB:
07/07/2021.

4 .  A  hear ing  on  the  re l i e f
sought by the Arkansas Depart-
men t  o f  Human  Se rv i ces  i s
scheduled for January 6, 2023 at
10:00 via Zoom video conference.
If you desire to be represented by
an attorney, you should immedi-
ately contact your attorney so that
an answer can be filed for you
and he may appear with you at
any hearing.  If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may obtain one
by contacting Legal Services or
requesting the Court appoint you
an attorney.

5. If a last known address is
known, the Arkansas Department
of Human Services shall mail a
copy of the petition or motion and
a copy of this order to Derrick
Albert  by cert i f ied mai l ,  ad-
dressed to  the  person to  be
served with a return receipt re-
quested and delivery restricted to
the addressee or the agent of the
addressee.

6. Derrick Albert shall take
notice that unless you appear and
defend or otherwise respond
within thirty days from the first
date of publication of this notice,
the Peti t ion may be taken as
confessed, and a decree entered
and granted or you may be oth-
erwise barred from asserting your
interest in this matter.

IT IS SO ORDERED.
/a/Edwin Keaton

HONORABLE EDWIN KEATON
CIRCUIT JUDGE

JUVENILE DIVISION
75622187f

The Port of Little Rock monthly
Board of Directors’ meeting will
be held at noon on Wednesday,
November 16, 2022,  at the Ar-
kansas River Resource Center,
10600 Industrial Harbor Drive,
Little Rock, Arkansas.  An agenda
will be available for attendees.

75622708z
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NOTICE OF FILING
APPLICATION FOR NATIVE

BEER AND MALT BEVERAGES
PERMIT

Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned has filed an appli-
cation with the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Division of the State
of Arkansas for a permit to sell
and dispense Arkansas native
beer and malt beverages at retail
on the premises described as:
338 Reuben Dr., Alexander, Sa-
line County.

Said application was filed on
October 19, 2022. The under-
signed states that he/she is a
resident of Arkansas, of good
moral character; that he/she has
never been convicted of a felony
or other crime involving moral
turpitude; that no license to sell
alcoholic beverages by the un-
ders igned has been revoked
within five (5) years last past; and,
that the undersigned has never
been convicted of violating the
laws of this State, or any other
State, relative to the sale of con-
trolled beverages.

/s/Shannon Denmon
Pinspiration Arts & Craft Studio

Sworn to before me this 3rd
day of November, 2022
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Sworn to before me this 3rd

day of November, 2022
/s/Kennon Watson

Notary Public
My Commission Expires: March

15, 2028
75620322z

NOTICE OF FILING
APPLICATION FOR

ON PREMISES WINE PERMIT
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned has filed an appli-
cation with the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Division of the State
of Arkansas for a permit to sell
and serve wine on the premises
described as: 4812 JFK Blvd.,
North Little Rock, Pulaski County.

Said application was filed on
September 7, 2022. The under-
signed states that he/she is a
resident of Arkansas, of good
moral character; that he/she has
never been convicted of a felony
or other crime involving moral
turpitude; that no license to sell
alcoholic beverages by the un-
ders igned has been revoked
within five (5) years last past; and,
that the undersigned has never
been convicted of violating the
laws of this State, or any other
State, relative to the sale of con-
trolled beverages.

/s/Herbert J. Montgomery
“The Island”

Sworn to before me this 2 day
of November, 2022

/s/Caroline Henry
Notary Public

M y  C o m m i s s i o n  E x p i r e s :
11-03-2026

75619417

NOTICE OF FILING
APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
FOR CONSUMPTION ON THE

PREMISES
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned has filed an appli-
cation with the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Division of the State
of Arkansas for a permit to sell
alcoholic beverages for con-
sumption on the premises de-
scribed as: 4601 E. Broadway,
North Little Rock, Pulaski County.

Said application was filed on
November 8, 2022. The under-
signed states that he/she is a
resident of Arkansas, of good
moral character; that he/she has
never been convicted of a felony
or other crime involving moral
turpitude; that no license to sell
alcoholic beverages by the un-
ders igned has been revoked
within five (5) years last past; and,
that the undersigned has never
been convicted of violating the
laws of this State, or any other
State, relative to the sale of con-
trolled beverages.

/s/LaShanda Tucker
Yancy's Wingz & Thingz

Sworn to before me this 10 day
of November, 2022
/s/Debbie L. Smith

Notary Public
My Commission Expires:

August 10, 2032
75622448z

NOTICE OF FILING
APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE

CLUB PERMIT
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned has filed an appli-
cation with the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Division of the State
of Arkansas for a private club
permit to on the premises de-
scribed as: 2240 S. Caraway Rd.,
Jonesboro, Craighead County.

Said application was filed on
October 14, 2022. The under-
signed states that he/she is a
resident of Arkansas, of good
moral  character;  that he has
never been convicted of a felony
or other crime involving moral
turpitude; that no license to sell
alcoholic  beverages by the un-
ders igned has been revoked
within five (5) years past; and,
that the undersigned has never
been convicted of violating the
laws of this State, or any other
State, relative to the sale of con-
trolled beverages.

/s/Jose Ruiz
Salsa’s Grill

Sworn to before me this 17 day
of October 2022

/s/Manuel Leon
Notary Public

M y  C o m m i s s i o n  E x p i r e s :
6-19-2032

75614516z

NOTICE OF FILING
APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE

CLUB PERMIT
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned has filed an appli-
cation with the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Division of the State
of Arkansas for a private club
permit to on the premises de-
scribed as: 2117 Parker Road,
Jonesboro, Craighead County.

Said application was filed on
October 14, 2022. The under-
signed states that he is a resi-
dent of Arkansas, of good moral
character; that he has never been
convicted of a felony or other
crime involving moral turpitude;
that no license to sell alcoholic
beverages by the undersigned has
been revoked within five (5) years
past; and , that the undersigned
has never been convicted of vio-
lating the laws of this State, or
any other State, relative to the
sale of controlled beverages.

/s/Amber Sue Jones
21 Grill

Sworn to before me this 18 day
of October, 2022.

/s/Laura Garrett
Notary Public

M y  C o m m i s s i o n  E x p i r e s :
7/20/25

75614511z

NOTICE OF FILING
APPLICATION FOR RETAIL BEER

PERMIT OFF PREMISES
Notice is hereby given that the

undersigned has filed an appli-
cation with the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Division of the State
of Arkansas for a permit to sell
beer at retail for consumption off
the premises described as: 6828
Colonel Glenn Road, Little Rock,
Pulaski County.

Said application was filed on
November 8, 2022. The under-
signed states that he/she is a
resident of Arkansas, of good
moral character; that he/she has
never been convicted of a felony
or other crime involving moral
turpitude; that no license to sell
alcoholic beverages by the un-
ders igned has been revoked
within five (5) years last past; and,
that the undersigned has never
been convicted of violating the
laws of this State, or any other
State, relative to the sale of con-
trolled beverages.

/s/Joseph Smith
SQRL Service Stations

Sworn to before me this 8th
day of November, 2022.

/s/Mariah Bozarth
Notary Public

My Commission Expires: May
3, 2032

75622280z

Notice of Filing Application For
Small Farm Wine – Retail Permit

Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned has filed an appli-
cation with the Alcoholic Bever-
age Control Division of the State
of Arkansas for a permit to sell
wines produced at Small Farm
Wineries, to be carried out and
not consumed on the premises
described as: 940 Cash Road,
Camden, Ouachita County. Said
application was filed on Septem-
ber 27, 2022. The undersigned
states that he/she is a resident of
Arkansas, of good moral charac-
ter; that he/she has never been
convicted of a felony or other
crime involving moral turpitude;
that no license to sell alcoholic
beverages by the undersigned has
been revoked within five (5) years
last past; and, that the under-
signed has never been convicted
of violating the laws of this State,
or any other State, relative to the
sale of controlled beverages.

Name of Applicant: Rita Stin-
nett

Name of Business: The Ciga-
rette Store LLC, d/b/a Smoker
Friendly

Sworn to before me this 28th
day of October, 2022. Sharon Lee,

Appendix N:  Page 424 of 590



 

4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
November 21, 2022 

 
 
Arkansas Democrat Gazette 
Retail – Display Advertising 
PO Box 2221 
Little Rock, AR 72203 
Attn: Tweedie Mays 
Email: tmays@arkansasonline.com 
 
Re: Display Ad – Notice of Location Public Hearing 
 
Greetings: 
 
Please publish the enclosed “Notice of Location Public Hearing” on the following dates:  

 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 
Sunday, December 11, 2022 

 
 
Send one copy of the proof of publication with invoice for payment to:  
 

Garver 
Attn: Caitlin Hetzel  
Project Number: 17017535 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Email: CEHetzel@garverusa.com 
 

If you have questions regarding the written announcement or need additional information, please 
contact me at 501-537-3544 or CEHetzel@GarverUSA.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Manager 
 
Enclosure 
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OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION PUBLIC 

HEARING & DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public Hearings to 
discuss the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for the proposed 
Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line 
(Future I-57) connection in Clay, 
Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph 
counties. 

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022
WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 Williams Baptist University 
 (Moody Room)
 22 McClellan Dr. 

Walnut Ridge, AR

 Wednesday, December 14, 2022
 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 Pocahontas Community Center 
 300 Geneva Dr. 

Pocahontas, AR

 Thursday, December 15, 2022
 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 M.B. Ainley Community Center
 (Banquet Room)
 536 E. Elm St. 

Corning, AR

Link to project information:
future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through Tuesday,
January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting public
comments may have personally identifiable information
published in future reports.

*******************************************************
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)
Special communication or accommodation needs under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin Hetzel at 4701 Northshore 
Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, call 501-823-0730, or email 
PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com. The hearing or speech impaired 
may contact the Arkansas Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests 
should be made at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.   
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department 
of Transportation complies with all civil rights provisions of federal 
statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in programs 
and activities receiving federal financial assistance. Therefore, the 
Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, 
national origin, religion (not applicable as a protected group under 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), 
disability, Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in 
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s programs and 
activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or employment practices. 
Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the 
Department’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. 
McFadden Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), 
P. 0. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 
711), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov. 
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient individuals is 
available upon request. 
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator in 
large print, on audiotape and in Braille.

Job 100512
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SAN SALVADOR, El Sal-
vador — The government of 
El Salvador sent 10,000 sol-
diers and police to seal off a 
town on the outskirts of the 
nation’s capital Saturday to 
search for gang members.

The operation was one of 
the largest mobilizations yet 
in President Nayib Bukele’s 
9-month-old crackdown on 
street gangs that long extort-
ed money from businesses 
and ruled many neighbor-
hoods of the capital, San Sal-
vador.

The troops blocked roads 
going in and out of the town-
ship of Soyapango, checking 
people’s documents. Special 
teams went into the town 
looking for gang suspects.

“Starting now, the town-
ship of Soyapango is com-
pletely surrounded,” Bukele 
wrote in his Twitter account. 
He posted videos showing 
ranks of rifle-toting soldiers.

More than 58,000 people 
have been jailed since a state 
of emergency was declared 
after a wave of homicides in 
late March. Rights groups 
have criticized the mass 
roundups, saying they often 
sweep up young men based 
on their appearance or where 
they live.

It was part of what Bukele 
had called in late November 
“Phase Five” of the crack-
down. Bukele said such tac-
tics worked in October in the 
town of Comasagua.

In October, more than 
2,000 soldiers and police sur-
rounded and closed off Co-
masagua in order to search 
for street gang members ac-
cused in a killing. Drones flew 
over the town, and everyone 
entering or leaving the town 
was questioned or searched. 
About 50 suspects were de-
tained in two days.

“It worked,” Bukele said. 
The government estimates 
that homicides dropped 38% 
in the first 10 months of the 
year compared with the same 

period of 2021.
Bukele requested Con-

gress grant him extraordinary 
powers March 26, after gangs 
were blamed for 62 killings, 
and that emergency decree 
has been renewed every 
month since then. It suspends 

some constitutional rights 
and gives police more powers 
to arrest and hold suspects.

Under the decree, the right 
of association, the right to be 
informed of the reason for an 
arrest and access to a lawyer 
are suspended. The govern-

ment also can intervene in 
the calls and mail of anyone 
they consider a suspect. The 
time someone can be held 
without charges is extended 
from three days to 15 days.

Rights activists say young 
men are frequently arrested 
just based on their age, on 
their appearance or whether 
they live in a gang-dominated 
slum.

El Salvador’s gangs, which 
have been estimated to count 
some 70,000 members in 
their ranks, have long con-
trolled swaths of territory 
and extorted and killed with 
impunity.

But Bukele’s crackdown 
reached another level this 
month when the government 
sent inmates into cemeteries 
to destroy the tombs of gang 
members at a time of year 
when families typically visit 
their loved ones’ graves.

Nongovernmental organi-
zations have tallied several 
thousand human-rights viola-
tions and at least 80 in-custo-
dy deaths of people arrested 
during the crackdown.
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OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION PUBLIC 

HEARING & DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public Hearings to 

discuss the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement (DEIS) for the proposed 

Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line 

(Future I-57) connection in Clay, 

Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph 

counties. 

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022

WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

 Williams Baptist University 

 (Moody Room)

 22 McClellan Dr. 

Walnut Ridge, AR

 Wednesday, December 14, 2022

 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

 Pocahontas Community Center 

 300 Geneva Dr. 

Pocahontas, AR

 Thursday, December 15, 2022

 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

 M.B. Ainley Community Center

 (Banquet Room)

 536 E. Elm St. 

Corning, AR

Link to project information:

future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through Tuesday,

January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting public

published in future reports.
*******************************************************

Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)

Special communication or accommodation needs under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin Hetzel at 4701 Northshore 
Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, call 501-823-0730, or email 
PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com. The hearing or speech impaired 
may contact the Arkansas Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests 
should be made at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.   

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department 
of Transportation complies with all civil rights provisions of federal 
statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in programs 

Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, 
national origin, religion (not applicable as a protected group under 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), 

the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s programs and 
activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or employment practices. 
Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the 
Department’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. 
McFadden Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), 
P. 0. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 
711), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov. 

available upon request. 

This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator in 
large print, on audiotape and in Braille.
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Children play at a mall with shops re-opening for business as 
restrictions are eased Saturday in Beijing.
(AP/Ng Han Guan)

Christmas trees are sold on the outskirts of Frankfurt, Germany, 
on Saturday.
(AP/Michael Probst)

China eases back on covid testing rule
BEIJING — Chinese authorities announced Saturday a fur-

ther easing of covid-19 curbs with major cities such as Shen-
zhen and Beijing no longer requiring negative tests to take 
public transport.

The slight relaxation of testing requirements comes even 
as daily virus infections reach near-record highs and follows 
weekend protests across the country.

The southern technological manufacturing center of Shen-
zhen said Saturday that commuters no longer need to show a 
negative covid-19 test result to use public transport or when 
entering pharmacies, parks and tourist attractions.

Meanwhile, the capital, Beijing, said Friday that negative 
test results are also no longer required for public transport 
from Monday. However, a negative result obtained within the 
past 48 hours is still required to enter venues like shopping 
malls.

Despite easing measures, authorities said the “zero-covid” 
strategy — which aims to isolate every infected person — is 
still in place.

Because the current round of covid-19 was spreading fast, 
Beijing authorities said Saturday it is necessary to “unswerv-
ingly continue to implement normalized social prevention and 
control measures.”

The government reported 33,018 domestic infections in the 
past 24 hours, including 29,085 with no symptoms.

U.S. troops restart joint patrols in Syria
QAMISHLI, Syria — U.S. troops resumed Saturday joint 

patrols with Kurdish-led forces in northeast Syria days after 
they were stopped amid Turkish threats of a new ground in-
cursion into the war-torn country.

A patrol consisting of four American armored vehicles 
and one for the U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces was 
seen leaving a U.S. base near the northeastern town of Rmei-
lan in Hassakeh province. The patrol was driving northeast 
toward another U.S. base near the border with Iraq.

Mazloum Abdi, the top commander of the Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces, told reporters Tuesday that the group’s joint 
operations alongside the U.S.-led international coalition 
to counter the Islamic State group had been “temporarily 
paused” because of recent Turkish airstrikes.

U.S. officials had said the patrols that resumed Saturday 
are not to counter IS militants but will be limited to areas 
around a sprawling camp housing tens of thousands of most-
ly women and children linked to IS as well as prisons where 
Syrian Democratic Forces are holding thousands of extrem-
ists.

Syrian Democratic Forces officials warn that Turkish 
attacks are undermining the fight against IS, whose sleeper 
cells still carry out deadly attacks. There are roughly 900 U.S. 
troops in Syria, including in the north and farther south and 
east.

Attack on Pakistani Embassy assailed
ISLAMABAD — The United States condemned Saturday 

an attack a day earlier on the Pakistani Embassy in Afghan-
istan’s capital, in which a senior Pakistani diplomat escaped 
unhurt but one of his Pakistani guards was wounded.

Shots were fired at the embassy from a nearby building by 
an assailant or assailants. Shortly after the shooting, Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif took to Twitter, calling Fri-
day’s attack an “assassination attempt” against Pakistan’s head 
of mission in Afghanistan, Ubaid-ur-Rehman Nizamani.

Pakistan repatriated the wounded guard, Israr Moham-
mad, by helicopter and he was being treated Saturday at a 
hospital.

In Washington, State Department spokesman Ned Price 
said Friday that the U.S. condemned the embassy attack, 
telling reporters “we offer our sympathies and wish a quick 
recovery to those affected by the violence.”

The United States is “deeply concerned by the attack on a 
foreign diplomat and we call for a full and transparent inves-
tigation,” Price said.

No one immediately claimed responsibility for the attack.

Strong temblor rattles residents of Java
JAKARTA, Indonesia — A strong earthquake shook parts 

of Indonesia’s main island of Java on Saturday, causing panic 
but only minor damage just two weeks after an equally power-
ful quake killed hundreds.

The U.S. Geological Survey said the magnitude 5.7 quake 
was centered about 11 miles southeast of Banjar, a city between 
West Java and Central Java provinces, at a depth of 70 miles.

One resident was injured in Selaawi village of West Java’s 
Garut district, and at least four houses and a school were 
damaged, said Suharyanto, the National Disaster Management 
Agency head who goes by one name. He said authorities were 
still collecting information about the damage.

Apart from the one injured, by Saturday evening there were 
no other casualties reported from all 42 villages in Garut, one 
of the closest districts to the epicenter, said Rudi Gunawanthe, 
the district chief. Many houses suffered minor damage.

Dwikorita Karnawati, head of Indonesia’s Meteorology, Cli-
matology, and Geophysical Agency, said there was no danger 
of a tsunami but warned of possible aftershocks. The agency 
put a preliminary magnitude at 6.4.

— COMPILED BY DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF FROM WIRE REPORTS

The world in brief

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SIMI VALLEY, Calif. — The 
U.S. is at a pivotal point with 
China and will need military 
strength to ensure that Amer-
ican values, not Beijing’s, set 
global norms in the 21st century, 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
said Saturday.

Austin’s speech at the Rea-
gan National Defense Forum 
capped a week in which the 
Pentagon was squarely focused 
on China’s rise and what that 
might mean for America’s po-
sition in the world.

On Monday, it released an 
annual China security report 
that warned Beijing would like-
ly have 1,500 nuclear warheads 
by 2035, with no clarity on how 
China would seek to use them.

In a nighttime rollout, Aus-
tin was on hand Friday as the 
public got its first glimpse of 
the military’s newest, highly 
classified nuclear stealth bomb-
er, the B-21 Raider, which is be-
ing designed to best the quickly 
growing cyber, space and nu-
clear capabilities of Beijing.

China “is the only country 
with both the will and, increas-
ingly, the power to reshape its 
region and the international 
order to suit its authoritarian 
preferences,” Austin said Sat-
urday. “So let me be clear: We 
will not let that happen.”

The Pentagon is also con-
cerned about Russia and re-
mains committed to arming 
Ukraine while avoiding esca-
lating that conflict into a U.S. 
war with Moscow, he said at the 
forum held at the Ronald Rea-
gan Presidential Library.

“We will not be dragged into 
Putin’s war,” Austin said.

“These next few years will 
set the terms of our competi-

tion with the People’s Republic 
of China. They will shape the 
future of security in Europe,” 
Austin said. “And they will de-
termine whether our children 
and grandchildren inherit an 
open world of rules and rights 
— or whether they face em-
boldened autocrats who seek 
to dominate by force and fear.”

Still, between the two nucle-
ar power threats, China remains 
the greater risk, Austin said.

To meet that rise, “we’re 
aligning our budget as never 
before to the China challenge,” 
Austin said. “In our imperfect 
world, deterrence does come 
through strength.”

The bomber is part of a ma-
jor nuclear triad overhaul un-
derway that the Congressional 
Budget Office has estimated 
will cost $1.2 trillion through 
2046.

It includes the Raider serv-
ing as the backbone of the fu-
ture air leg of the triad, but it 
also requires modernizing the 
nation’s silo-launched nuclear 
intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles and its nuclear submarine 
fleet.

The Defense Department 
has the largest discretionary 
budget of all the federal agen-
cies, and it may receive up to 
$847 billion in the 2023 budget 
if Congress passes the current 
funding bill before this legisla-
tive session ends.

However, defense advocates 
argue it is still not enough to 
modernize and keep up with 
China because much of that 
spending goes to military per-
sonnel. The Congressional 
Budget Office estimates that 
about 25% of the defense bud-
get is spent on personnel costs 
such as salaries, health care and 
retirement accounts.

TARA COPP
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin speaks during a news confer-
ence at the Pentagon in Washington in November.
(AP/Andrew Harnik)

Defense chief raises
concern about China

Salvadoran force surrounds town
10,000 soldiers, police search for gang members near capital

Soldiers arrive in Soyapango, El Salvador, on Saturday.
(AP/Salvador Melendez)

A resident looks out from her doorway as a soldier takes part in 
an operation in search of gang members Saturday in Soyapango, 
El Salvador.
(AP/Salvador Melendez)
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KABUL — The Taliban 
regime, stepping up the pace 
and severity of Islamic pun-
ishments, carried out its first 
public execution last week 
since taking power 15 months 
ago.

Until last month, the strict 
religious regime, which has 
been seeking international 
recognition and is desperate 
for economic support, re-
frained from administering 
such brutal forms of punish-
ment, which were a common 
sight during its first stint in 
power from 1996 to 2001.

But the Taliban proudly 
inaugurated the comeback 
of this controversial practice 
Nov. 23 by inviting prominent 
Afghans and local citizens to 
witness the whipping of nine 
men and three women for 
various offenses in a sports 
stadium in Logar province, 
an hour’s drive south of the 
capital.

Invitations were sent via 
social media from the Logar 
governor’s office to “honor-
able scholars, mujahideen, el-
ders, tribal leaders and local 
people.” Since then, similar 
group punishments, ordered 
by Taliban courts, have been 
carried out publicly in scat-
tered rural provinces includ-
ing Parwan, Farah and Paktia.

A convicted murderer was 
shot Wednesday, followed a 
day later by the lashing of 27 
men and women in a soccer 
stadium on charges that in-
cluded adultery, theft, drug 
use and running away from 
home.

The man put to death in 
western Farah province was 
not identified, but officials 
said he was accused of mur-
der five years ago and found 
guilty after three recent 
court hearings. Under the 
Islamic legal tenet of “qisas,” 
which allows personal retri-
bution for crimes, the father 
of the murder victim carried 
out the death sentence as a 
crowd watched, shooting the 
killer three times.

The grim episode drew 
immediate international con-
demnation.

A statement from the U.N. 
Office of Human Rights in 
Geneva called it “deeply dis-
turbing” and declared that all 
public executions “constitute 
a form of cruel, unhuman or 
degrading punishment.” The 
agency urged Afghan author-
ities to place an “immediate 
moratorium” on executions 

and ban the death penalty.
Media reports from dif-

ferent locations have shown 
images of crowds watching 
while men with whips struck 
seated women covered with 
burqas or men held facedown 
on the ground. Important of-
ficials often travel to observe 
the proceedings.

Taliban spokesmen have 
repeatedly defended these 
actions as proper and re-
quired under sharia law, 
and they have accused the 
international community of 
disrespecting their religion 
and laws.

In a tweet Thursday, Zabi-
hullah Mujahid, the chief 
Taliban spokesman, said for-
eign critics of Islamic pun-
ishments either have “insuf-
ficient information” about 
Islam or “do not respect the 
beliefs, laws and internal 
issues of Muslims, which is 
an interference in internal 
affairs.” He also said “even 
America and Europe have 
the death penalty.”

Other Afghan officials, 
clerics and Taliban support-
ers publicly welcomed the 
revival of sharia-based pun-
ishments, some in comments 
on social media. They de-
scribed the punishments as 
an important part of the sys-
tem the Taliban had fought 
for and expressed hope that 
they would spread further.

“All praise to Allah,” post-
ed Wakil Ahmad Mukhlis, a 
commenter on Twitter. “May 
Allah establish a transparent 
Islamic system like Afghani-
stan all over the world.”

In another tweet, Abdul 
Salaam Zaeef, a former se-
nior Taliban official who 

spent many years in custody 
at the U.S. military’s Guan-
tanamo Bay detention camp, 
expressed the hope that sha-
ria justice “will be regularly 
implemented in the country.”

CRIME ON THE RISE
During the first period of 

Taliban rule, crime rates fell 
to near-zero as harsh pun-
ishments became common. 
But today, with the country 
in dire economic straits and 
many people jobless, petty 
theft and robbery have be-
come widespread.

Several posted cautionary 
messages online, saying sha-
ria laws must be carried out 
fairly and not discriminate 
against the poor.

There was little pub-
lic indication of how local 
residents reacted to watch-
ing the recent lashings or 
Wednesday’s execution. Me-
dia images, some of them 
blurry, showed crowds of 
grim-faced men gathered 
in soccer fields and public 
plazas at the urging of local 
authorities. In most cases, 
though, no media coverage 
was allowed.

Officials in the provinces 
where the punishments were 

carried out emphasized that 
the procedures followed 
the law and were ordered 
by Taliban courts, with the 
guilty given between 25 and 
39 lashes. They also provided 
lists of the offenses that indi-
cated an emphasis on wom-
en’s moral behavior as well 
as crimes such as robbery.

Obaidullah Ameenzada, 
the governor of Parwan prov-
ince, said nine of the people 
who received lashings there 
Thursday were women.

Some of them were “en-
gaged in prostitution,” had 
“illegal relations” or were 
convicted of “escaping from 
home,” he said.

In Afghanistan, the charge 
of escaping from home has 
often been leveled against 
wives or daughters fleeing 
domestic abuse, and those 
caught are often jailed or 
forcibly sent home. Before 
the Taliban returned to pow-
er, foreign charities and lo-
cal groups set up shelters for 
runaway women and girls in 
Kabul and other cities, but 
most have now been closed.

Some online commenta-
tors sent stinging messages 
that accused the regime of 
double standards and need-
less cruelty.

Sadat Sayedi charged that 
Taliban members “have com-
mitted all types of crimes — 
dancing girls, boys, adultery, 
killing innocents, robbery, 
rape, forced marriages.” Now, 
he scoffed, “you people are 
punishing others?”

Another Facebook post 
showed news images of two 
men with ties to the current 
regime who had been ac-
cused of misdeeds. One of 
them, the brother of a pass-
port department official, 
was allegedly caught in a 
hotel with dancing girls and 
accused of selling passports 
for hundreds of dollars.

“Will these people get 
punished?” demanded the 
commenter, identified only 
as Maryam.
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OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION PUBLIC 

HEARING & DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public Hearings to 

discuss the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement (DEIS) for the proposed 

Walnut Ridge to Missouri State Line 

(Future I-57) connection in Clay, 

Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph 

counties. 

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022

WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

 Williams Baptist University 

 (Moody Room)

 22 McClellan Dr. 

Walnut Ridge, AR

 Wednesday, December 14, 2022

 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

 Pocahontas Community Center 

 300 Geneva Dr. 

Pocahontas, AR

 Thursday, December 15, 2022

 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

 M.B. Ainley Community Center

 (Banquet Room)

 536 E. Elm St. 

Corning, AR

Link to project information:

future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through Tuesday,

January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting public

published in future reports.
*******************************************************

Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)

Special communication or accommodation needs under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin Hetzel at 4701 Northshore 
Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, call 501-823-0730, or email 
PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com. The hearing or speech impaired 
may contact the Arkansas Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests 
should be made at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.   

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department 
of Transportation complies with all civil rights provisions of federal 
statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in programs 

Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, 
national origin, religion (not applicable as a protected group under 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), 

the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s programs and 
activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or employment practices. 
Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the 
Department’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. 
McFadden Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), 
P. 0. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 
711), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov. 

available upon request. 

This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator in 
large print, on audiotape and in Braille.
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Police vehicles are parked around a cordoned off area Satur-
day at the Altmarktgalerie after a hostage situation in Dresden, 
Germany.
(AP/dpa/Jorg Schurig)

Participants dressed in Santa Claus costumes ride bikes Satur-
day on Regent Street to raise money for a children’s hospital in 
London.
(AP/Kin Cheung)

Hong Kong media mogul going to prison
HONG KONG — A Hong Kong court sentenced a pro-de-

mocracy media tycoon to five years and nine months in prison 
Saturday over two fraud charges linked to lease violations.

Jimmy Lai, who was arrested during a crackdown on the 
city’s pro-democracy movement following widespread pro-
tests in 2019 and under the National Security Law imposed by 
Beijing, was also fined $257,000.

His media company, Next Digital, published the now-de-
funct pro-democracy newspaper Apple Daily.

In October, Lai was found guilty of fraud for subletting part 
of the office space to a secretarial firm, which was also con-
trolled by him, between 2016-20. The second fraud count was 
for letting the same firm use the media outlet’s office space in 
an alleged breach of lease agreements from 1998 to 2015.

Handing down the sentences Saturday, Judge Stanley Chan 
said the violations, which he called “organized and planned,” 
occurred over two decades and that Lai had used his media 
organization as “an umbrella of protection.”

He said Lai did not feel guilty about the moves, so there 
was no basis for the court to reduce his jail term.

Extremists release aid worker in Niger
DAKAR, Senegal — German aid worker Jorg Lange was 

freed Saturday more than 4½ years after Islamic extrem-
ists kidnapped him in the West African country of Niger, 
according to Help, the German aid organization where he 
works.

The group’s statement did not provide details of how or 
where Lange, a 63-year-old engineer, was released.

“We are very relieved and grateful that our colleague 
Jorg Lange can return to his family after more than four 
and a half years,” said Bianca Kaltschmitt, the organization’s 
managing director.

Lange, the Niger country director for Help, was kid-
napped by the Islamic State group in Niger’s Tillaberi re-
gion in April 2018.

For seven years, jihadi groups linked to al-Qaida and 
the Islamic State group in the Sahel have been been using 
hostages held for ransom as a way to fund operations and 
expand.

At least 25 foreigners and untold numbers of locals 
have been abducted in the Sahel since 2015, according to 
the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project. Five 
foreigners remain captive according to the organization, 
including Rev. Hans-Joachim Lohre, a German priest kid-
napped last month in Mali’s capital Bamako.

Others still detained include French journalist Olivier 
Dubois, who was kidnapped last April from northern Mali, 
U.S. national Jeffery Woodke, Australian doctor Ken Elliott 
and Romanian national Iulian Ghergut, who was abducted 
from a mine in Burkina Faso and has been held since 2015.

Convoy ambush kills 2 Yemeni troops
SANAA, Yemen — Two troops from Yemen’s pro-gov-

ernment forces were killed in an armed ambush on a 
United Nations convoy in eastern Yemen, the U.N. said 
Saturday.

According to a statement from the U.N.’s International 
Office of Migration spokeswoman, the two soldiers were 
killed while escorting a convoy traveling west from Sei-
yun to Marib. No office staff, who were on an unspecified 
humanitarian mission, were injured in the attack, it said. 
No further details about the Friday incident were given.

A tribal leader from the area and a U.N. official told 
The Associated Press that the ambush took place near the 
town of Al-Abr, in Yemen’s eastern Hadramout province. 
Both spoke on condition of anonymity out of fear of repri-
sals.

In a separate statement issued Friday by Lt. Gen. Saleh 
Mohammed Timis of Yemen’s Special Tasks Battalion — 
an official branch of the Saudi-backed army — the two 
men were identified as Salem Saeed Qarwan and Salem 
Mubarak Al-Bahri.

The attackers have not been identified.

Blast leaves 3 dead on isle of Jersey
LONDON — An explosion and fire in an apartment 

building on the Channel Island of Jersey killed at least 
three people and left several missing, police said Saturday.

Robin Smith, the chief officer of the States of Jersey Po-
lice, said during a news conference that “around a dozen” 
residents were missing following the blast in the town of 
St Helier.

Jersey, the largest of the Channel Islands, is a self-gov-
erning dependency of the United Kingdom located off the 
coast of northern France in the English Channel.

Smith said a three-story building had “completely col-
lapsed” and there was also damage to a nearby building. 
He described the scene as “devastating” and warned there 
could be more fatalities.

Smith said the fire service had been called to the area 
the night before after residents reported smelling gas.

He said police would investigate “whether or not there 
was a safety issue” with natural gas lines.

While the fire was extinguished, police said in a state-
ment emergency service agencies were carrying out sig-
nificant work” at the scene.

Authorities advised Jersey residents to only seek 
emergency hospital care in the event of an actual medical 
emergency and to avoid the area of the blast, which was 
cordoned off.

 — COMPILED BY DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF FROM WIRE REPORTS

The world in brief

PAMELA CONSTABLE
THE WASHINGTON POST

Taliban shed moderation claim
Afghans invited to public lashings, execution in past weeks

A 9-year-old girl works in a brick factory on Aug. 20 on the out-
skirts of Kabul, Afghanistan. Aid agencies say the number of chil-
dren working in Afghanistan is growing ever since the economy 
collapsed after the Taliban takeover more than a year ago.
(AP/Ebrahim Noroozi)

Serb friction delays
election in Kosovo
Belgrade wants to send military force

PRISTINA, Kosovo — Koso-
vo postponed a local election 
due Dec. 18 in four municipali-
ties with a predominantly ethnic 
Serb population, in an effort Sat-
urday to defuse recent tensions 
there that have also caused re-
lations with neighboring Serbia 
to deteriorate further.

But Serbia’s president said 
he will formally request NATO 
permission to deploy Serbian 
troops in northern Kosovo, 
while conceding this was un-
likely to be granted.

Earlier, Kosovo President 
Vjosa Osmani met with her 
country’s political leaders and 
decided to hold the vote April 
23, 2023, in the northern munic-
ipalities.

The election in Northern 
Mitrovica, Zubin Potok, Zve-
can and Leposavic was due after 
ethnic Serb representatives re-
signed their posts in November 
to protest a decision by Koso-
vo’s government to ban Ser-
bia-issued vehicle license plates.

Serb lawmakers, prosecutors 
and police officers also aban-
doned local government posts.

Tension in the north has 
been high ahead of the sched-
uled vote. Last week, unknown 
gunmen shot and wounded a 
Kosovo law enforcement offi-
cer, some election centers were 
damaged and shooting was 
heard in those municipalities.

After the arrest of a former 
Serb police officer accused of 
attacking election centers and 
officials, some roads in the 
north have been blocked by 
“extremist groups,” Kosovo’s 
Interior Minister Xhelal Zvecla 
said Saturday.

The Kosovar police presence 
recently was increased in those 
areas and the European Union’s 
rule of law mission, or EULEX, 

has been present with its police 
officers too.

Kosovo proclaimed in-
dependence from Serbia in 
2008. But Belgrade, support-
ed by Russia and China, has 
refused to recognize Koso-
vo’s statehood.

Belgrade will formally ask 
the commander of the NA-
TO-led peacekeeper mission 
in Kosovo to deploy Serbian 
troops there, Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vucic said Saturday, 
but added that he “has no illu-
sions that this will be accepted.”

The request had been her-
alded Friday by Serbia’s prime 
minister, who claimed that the 
lives of minority Serbs in Koso-
vo were under threat.

Serbian officials claim a 
United Nations resolution 
that formally ended Belgrade’s 
crackdown on majority Koso-
vo Albanian separatists in 1999 
allows for some 1,000 Serb 
troops to return to Kosovo. 
NATO bombed Serbia to end 
the war and push its troops out 
of Kosovo.

NATO-led peacekeepers in 
Kosovo since the war would 
have to give a green light for 
Serb troops to go there, some-
thing highly unlikely because 
it would de facto mean hand-
ing over security of Kosovo’s 
Serb-populated northern re-
gions to Serbian forces.

Kosovo Prime Minister Al-
bin Kurti’s office said any such 
move from Serbia would be “an 
act of aggression” and an indi-
cation of “Serbia’s tendencies to 
destabilize the region.”

The European Union has 
warned Serbia and Kosovo to 
resolve their dispute and nor-
malize relations to be eligible 
for membership in the bloc.

Information for this article was 
contributed by Llazar Semini of 
The Associated Press.

ZENEL ZHINIPOTOKU  
AND LLAZAR SEMINI

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
November 21, 2022 

 
 
Clay County Courier 
Retail – Display Advertising 
PO Box 405 
433 SW Second Street 
Corning, AR 72422 
Attn: Meryl Whitledge 
Email: mwhitledge@cherryroad.com 
 
Re: Display Ad – Notice of Location Public Hearing 
 
Greetings: 
 
Please publish the enclosed “Notice of Location Public Hearing” on the following dates:  

 
Friday, December 2, 2022 
Friday, December 9, 2022 

 
 
Send one copy of the proof of publication with invoice for payment to:  
 

Garver 
Attn: Caitlin Hetzel  
Project Number: 17017535 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Email: CEHetzel@garverusa.com 
 

If you have questions regarding the written announcement or need additional information, please 
contact me at 501-537-3544 or CEHetzel@GarverUSA.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Manager 
 
Enclosure 
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OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION PUBLIC 

HEARING & DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public Hearings to 
discuss the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) for the 
proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri 
State Line (Future I-57) connection 
in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and 
Randolph counties. 

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022
WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 Williams Baptist University 
 (Moody Room)
 22 McClellan Dr. 

Walnut Ridge, AR

 Wednesday, December 14, 2022
 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 Pocahontas Community Center
 300 Geneva Dr. 

Pocahontas, AR

 Thursday, December 15, 2022
 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 M.B. Ainley Community Center
 (Banquet Room)
 536 E. Elm St. 

Corning, AR

Link to project information:
future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through Tuesday,
January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting public
comments may have personally identifiable
information published in future reports.
*******************************************************
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)
Special communication or accommodation needs under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin 
Hetzel at 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, 
call 501-823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.
com. The hearing or speech impaired may contact the Arkansas 
Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made 
at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.   
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department 
of Transportation complies with all civil rights provisions of federal 
statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in programs 
and activities receiving federal financial assistance. Therefore, the 
Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, 
national origin, religion (not applicable as a protected group under 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), 
disability, Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in 
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s programs and 
activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or employment practices. 
Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the 
Department’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. 
McFadden Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), 
P. 0. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 
711), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov. 
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient individuals is 
available upon request. 
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator 
in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.

Job 100512
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Defendant Name Charge Date Plea Finding Disposition 

ACTIVITY DATE 8/9/22

Thielemier, Latasha Lin Careless And Prohibited Driving 02/05/22 Not Guilty Nol Prossed Finding Entered

Ervin, Gidget R Disorderly Conduct 02/24/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Robinson, Tracy S Disorderly Conduct 02/24/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Klimek, Wayne Dale Passing authorized vehicle stopped on hwy 03/08/22 Not Guilty Dismissed Finding Entered

Corder, Steve B Disorderly Conduct 03/31/22 Not Guilty  Nol Prossed  Finding Entered

Corder, Steve B Public Intoxication 03/31/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Larue, Lucas Criminal Mischief 05/19/22 Not Guilty  Nol Prossed  Finding Entered

Curtis, Andrew A Criminal Trespass - Occupied 06/02/22 Not Guilty  Dismissed   Finding Entered

Clay County District Court Arraignments - August 2022
Defendant Name Charge Date Plea Finding Disposition 

ACTIVITY DATE 8/1/22

Hunt, Gregory Failure To Pay Fine And Cost 01/02/15 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Hunt, Gregory Driving On Suspended Or Revoked DL 06/25/19 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Hunt, Gregory Failure To Appear-Class B Misd 11/13/19 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Turner, Whnetta M FELONY 07/15/22  Transferred Finding Entered

Landers, Terence James FELONY 07/15/22  Transferred Finding Entered

Hunt, Gregory FELONY 07/28/22  Transferred Finding Entered

ACTIVITY DATE 8/4/22

King, Daniel C FELONY 07/29/22  Transferred Finding Entered

Collier, Brittany FELONY 07/25/22  Transferred Finding Entered

ACTIVITY DATE 8/9/22
King, Daniel C FELONY 07/29/22  Transferred Finding Entered

Chandler, Heather N Failure To Pay Fine And Cost 05/01/17  Dismissed Finding Entered

Santania, Rafael Hazardous Driving City Ord. 06/29/17   Bond Forfeit

Santania, Rafael Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 07/26/17   Bond Forfeit

Easton, Christopher Possession Of Open Title After Sale 12/22/17 Guilty Dismissed Finding Entered

Easton, Christopher Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 04/11/18  Dismissed Finding Entered

Easton, Christopher Failure To Pay Fine And Cost 05/01/18 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Eason, Brittany Hazardous Driving City Ord. 10/05/20   Bond Forfeit

Eason, Brittany Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 11/18/20   Bond Forfeit

Beltran, Dillan R Domestic Battery 3rd Degree 04/30/21 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Beltran, Dillan R Criminal Mischief 04/30/21 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Beltran, Dillan R Driving On Suspended Or Revoked DL 05/25/21 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Beltran, Dillan R No Vehicle License - Tags 05/25/21 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Koenig, Samuel B Speeding . . . 09/19/21   Bond Forfeit

Koenig, Samuel B Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 11/10/21   Bond Forfeit

Keller, Arin Drake Speeding . . . 11/04/21   Bond Forfeit

Chandler, Hunter Maintance of real Property City Yard Ordinan 11/09/21 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Aslin, Robert J Driving Left Of Center 11/28/21  Dismissed Finding Entered

Ross, Devin L Camping Restricitions on WMA 11/20/21   Bond Forfeit

Lane, Jayson D No Proof Of Liability Insurance - ASP 02/01/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

White, Michael Hazardous Driving City Ord. 02/08/22   Bond Forfeit

White, Michael Speeding . . . 02/21/22   Bond Forfeit

Reece, Charles Failure to Register Vehicle - Expired tags 02/21/22  Dismissed Finding Entered

Reece, Charles Offense involving a Motor Veh Equip with In 02/21/22   Bond Forfeit

Chaudhry, Zanib Hazardous Driving City Ord. 03/01/22   Bond Forfeit

Jones, Charles Levi Failure to Register Vehicle - Expired tags 03/10/22   Bond Forfeit

Proctor, Kacey Lee Speeding . . . 03/14/22   Bond Forfeit

White, Michael Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 04/27/22   Bond Forfeit

Edington, Bronson Wayne Leaving Scene Of Accident - Damage 04/18/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Goss, Richard D No Proof Of Liability Insurance - Local 04/30/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Patton, Janice Driving On Suspended Or Revoked DL 05/06/22  Dismissed Finding Entered

Rfailvch-Sokolov, A M Speeding . . . 05/07/22   Bond Forfeit

Chandler, Hunter Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 05/11/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Keller, Arin Drake Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 05/11/22   Bond Forfeit

Ross, Devin L Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 05/11/22   Bond Forfeit

McKinney, Linda Possession of C/S - Marijuana 05/10/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

McKinney, Linda Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia 05/10/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

White, John Possession of C/S - Marijuana 05/10/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

White, John Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia 05/10/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

White, John Driving On Suspended Or Revoked DL 05/10/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

White, John Failure To Yield 05/10/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Mueller, Russell Roland Improper Brakes / Safety Equipment 05/10/22   Bond Forfeit

Mueller, Russell Roland False Report of Drivers Record of Duty Status 05/10/22   Bond Forfeit

Whittaker, Steven R No Seat Belt 05/14/22   Bond Forfeit

Norman, Sharon Kaye Speeding . . . 05/04/22   Bond Forfeit

Smith, Gregory W Speeding . . . 05/18/22   Bond Forfeit

Arnold, Luke Maverick No Seat Belt 05/18/22   Bond Forfeit

Archer, Denny Ray Speeding . . . 05/18/22   Bond Forfeit

Wortham, Brittany Lynn No Proof Of Liability Insurance - ASP 05/18/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Wortham, Brittany Lynn No Seat Belt 05/18/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Chaudhry, Zanib Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 05/25/22   Bond Forfeit

White, Michael Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 05/25/22   Bond Forfeit

Ross, Austin Driving On Suspended Or Revoked DL 05/17/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Ross, Austin Ran Stop Sign 05/17/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Harris, Tanner Speeding . . . 05/20/22   Bond Forfeit

Walker, Haylee Lynn Speeding . . . 05/20/22   Bond Forfeit

Ingram, Keith No Seat Belt 05/28/22   Bond Forfeit

Small, Jacqueline Nichole Speeding . . . 05/29/22   Bond Forfeit

Small, Jacqueline Nichole Failure to Register Vehicle - Expired tags 05/29/22   Bond Forfeit

Hollingsworth, Amy Dianne Speeding . . . 05/29/22   Bond Forfeit

McCluskey, Zachery Ross Hazardous Driving County Ord. 05/29/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Cobb, Raymond H No Seat Belt 05/28/22   Bond Forfeit

Chandler, Hunter Maintance of real Property City Yard Ordinan 06/02/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Chandler, Hunter Failure To Obtain Building Permit 06/02/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Necaise, Kyle No Proof Of Liability Insurance - Local 06/03/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Necaise, Kyle Expired Tags 06/03/22  Dismissed Finding Entered

Gowen, Michael Hazardous Driving County Ord. 06/04/22   Bond Forfeit

Jones, Charles Levi Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 06/15/22   Bond Forfeit

Proctor, Kacey Lee Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 06/15/22   Bond Forfeit

Mullins, Amber Denean No Proof Of Liability Insurance - ASP 06/15/22  Dismissed Finding Entered

Talbert, Robert Shepard Rev. Of Probation 06/16/22  Dismissed Finding Entered

Pattillo, Katherine Rose Speeding . . . 06/17/22   Bond Forfeit

McRay, Darian Speeding . . . 06/17/22   Bond Forfeit

Hall, Courtney Ann Speeding . . . 06/24/22   Bond Forfeit

Pruitt, Linda Charice Speeding . . . 06/23/22   Bond Forfeit

Rachal, Corey Alexander Speeding . . . 06/23/22   Bond Forfeit

Persons, Samuel Austin Speeding . . . 06/22/22   Bond Forfeit

Harris, Racquel R 3Speeding . . . 06/24/22   Bond Forfeit

Cano, Lisa Carol Speeding . . . 06/26/22   Bond Forfeit

Gilsdorf, Coby Michael Speeding . . . 06/26/22   Bond Forfeit

Chandler, Hunter Failure To Pay Fine And Cost 07/01/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Feaman, Adam A Speeding . . . 07/02/22   Bond Forfeit

Henderson, Lucilius Jr Speeding . . . 07/02/22   Bond Forfeit

Mallarn-Pati, Gokulchand Hazardous Driving City Ord. 06/30/22   Bond Forfeit

Melton, Timothy James Hazardous Driving City Ord. 06/30/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Gray, Jacoby Failure to Register Vehicle - Expired tags 07/08/22   Bond Forfeit

Gillentine, Cole R Expired Boat Registration 06/18/22   Bond Forfeit

Rodriguez, Justin Speeding . . . 07/10/22   Bond Forfeit

Delmont, Michael S Unsafe Load / Spilling Load 07/08/22   Bond Forfeit

Edwards, Kaylee Maxineanje Speeding . . . 07/08/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

Goss, Richard D Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 07/13/22  Dismissed Finding Entered

Williamson, Joshua No Proof Of Liability Insurance - Local 07/11/22   Bond Forfeit

Brasher, Bodee Hazardous Driving County Ord. 07/12/22   Bond Forfeit

Crossfield, Sonya R No Proof Of Liability Insurance - Local 07/28/22 Guilty Guilty Finding Entered

ACTIVITY DATE 8/15/22

Tate, William FELONY 06/25/19  Transferred Finding Entered

Loggains, Jennifer FELONY 07/28/20  Transferred Finding Entered

ACTIVITY DATE 8/18/22

Doolittle, Daya B FELONY 08/17/22  Transferred Finding Entered

ACTIVITY DATE 8/23/22
Warfield, Ciera D Driving On Suspended Or Revoked DL 07/02/21  Dismissed  Finding Entered

Lamar, Triston D Fictitious Tags 12/21/21  Nol Prossed  Finding Entered

Lamar, Triston D No Child Safety Restraint 12/21/21  Nol Prossed  Finding Entered

Lamar, Triston D Failure To Appear-Class C Misd 03/09/22  Nol Prossed Finding Entered

Clay County District Court Trials - August 2022

OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION PUBLIC 

HEARING & DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public Hearings to 
discuss the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) for the 
proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri 
State Line (Future I-57) connection 
in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and 
Randolph counties. 

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022
WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University 
(Moody Room)
22 McClellan Dr. 
Walnut Ridge, AR

Wednesday, December 14, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Pocahontas Community Center
300 Geneva Dr. 
Pocahontas, AR

Thursday, December 15, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

Link to project information:
future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through Tuesday,
January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting public
comments may have personally identifiable
information published in future reports.
*******************************************************
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)
Special communication or accommodation needs under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin 
Hetzel at 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, 
call 501-823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.
com. The hearing or speech impaired may contact the Arkansas 
Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made 
at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.  
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department 
of Transportation complies with all civil rights provisions of federal 
statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in programs 
and activities receiving federal financial assistance. Therefore, the 
Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, 
national origin, religion (not applicable as a protected group under 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), 
disability, Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in 
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s programs and 
activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or employment practices. 
Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the 
Department’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. 
McFadden Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), 
P. 0. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY
711), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov. 
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient individuals is 
available upon request. 
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator 
in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.
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Safety first when buying toys for 
children this holiday season

December is a special 
time of year for children, 
millions of whom await 
the arrival of Santa Claus 
and the bounty of toys he 
delivers each year. When 
buying holiday gifts for 
youngsters, adults must 
consider safety. Accord-
ing to the Alliance for 
Children and Families, 
approximately 217,000 

children are treated at 
hospital emergency rooms 
for toy-related injuries 
each year. Holiday shop-
pers are urged to stick to 
age-related recommen-
dations on product pack-
aging and avoid toys that 
do not contain the ATSM 
(American Society for 
Testing and Materials) la-
bel. TF22C530

The origins of “The 12 Days of Christmas”
Christmas carols can be 

heard far and wide from 
Thanksgiving weekend 
through Christmas Day. 
“The 12 Days of Christ-
mas” is one of the most 
recognizable carols, and 
for good reason, as the 
popular song can trace its 
history back several cen-
turies. Researchers have 
traced the earliest print-
ed version of the poem on 
which the song is based 
all the way back to 1780. 
That’s three years before 
the signing of the Treaty 
of Paris, which officially 
ended the American Rev-
olutionary War. The song 
has long been suspected 
to have been a way for 
Catholics in Britain to 
teach their children the 
catechism, as the 1700s 
was a controversial peri-

od for Catholicism in the 
country. However, no doc-
umentary evidence exists 
in support of that theory, 
and many historians feel 
it is inaccurate. Others 
indicate that, while 1780 
is likely the first time the 
poem was printed, the 
poem is likely much old-
er than that, with origins 
potentially in France or 
Scotland. What is known 
is that the version many 
people recognize today, 
namely in song form, can 
be traced to the early 
twentieth century, when 
English singer and com-
poser Frederic Austin first 
popularized the melody 
for the song. Austin per-
formed that version of the 
song beginning in 1905, 
and it was first published 
in 1909. TF22C556

Visit us online @  

claycountycourier.com

and get your online subscription 

started today!
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OBITUARIES

Hello everyone. I hope 
you all had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving. I know 
we did. The Rainwa-
ter family had their 
Thanksgiving dinner at 
the Peach Orchard Com-
munity Center. They 
had 32 family members 
to show up. Linda and 
Jim Stark from Fenton, 
Missouri drove the most 
miles. All had a won-
derful time and meal. 

My family had Thanks-
giving with my moth-
er’s side of the family at 
Delaplaine Life Center. 
There were 62 of the 
Keeling family mem-
bers. Then we spent the 
afternoon with my hus-
band’s family at his sis-
ter’s house in Pocahon-
tas. There were 22 of us.

Christmas is sneak-
ing up on me. Peach 
Orchard is hosting a 

Cookie and Ornament 
Decorating Party at the 
Peach Orchard Commu-
nity Center from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. this Saturday, 
the 10th. All kids are in-
vited to come and join 
in on the fun. Also get 
your picture taken with 
the animated Santa and 
reindeer. I can’t wait, it’s 
going to be loads of fun.

The park is still under-
going construction. The 
weather has been de-
laying a lot of work. But 
with time it will done for 
everyone to enjoy!

I have a lot of my lights 
up. Santa will be in the 
window again soon and 
we have a little Santa 
climbing up and down 
the ladder to the roof.

Well, that’s all I have 
for now. Until next time 
have a blessed day!

Neil Boyd
Neil Boyd, 87, of Perry, 

GA passed away Decem-
ber 3, 2022 at Navicent 
Atrium Health Medical 
Center in Macon, GA.

Mr. Boyd was born April 
20, 1935 in Knobel. He 
was retired and enjoyed 
spending time with his 
family, yard work, and 
working on lawn mowers 
and tractors. He attended 
Henderson Baptist Church 
in Henderson, GA.

On May 26, 1954, he 
married Polly Malone. 

They recently celebrat-
ed 68 years of marriage. 
Other survivors include 
their son Anthony “Tony” 
Starnes of Paragould; 
brothers Norris Boyd of 
Knobel, James Boyd of Al-
pine, TX and Cleitus Boyd 
of Corning; grandchildren 
Rachel Boyd Downs and 
Clyde Boyd; great grand-
children Miranda, Tyler, 
Clyde, Jace, and Xander; 
and many other relatives 
and friends.

He was preceded in 

death by his son Vernon 
Boyd, Jr.; parents Clyde 
Earl and Ella Alice (Smith) 
Boyd; and brothers Con-
rad and Travis Boyd.

Visitation will be Mon-
day December 12, 2022 
from 1 to 2 p.m. at Ermert 
Funeral Home in Corning. 
Funeral service will fol-
low at 2 p.m. at the funer-
al home. Burial will be at 
Bond Cemetery, Knobel.

Online condolences: 
www.ermertfuneralhome.
com

Johnny Joe Colley Jr.

Johnny Joe Colley Jr., 63, 
of Mansfield, Texas passed 
away suddenly October 
29, 2022 in Burleson, TX.

He was born on Decem-
ber 30, 1958, to Johnny 
Joe Colley, Sr., and Anna 
Bell Purdom Colley in St. 
Louis, Missouri.

He is preceded in death 
by his father, Johnny Joe 
Colley, Sr., and survived 
by his mother Ann Col-
ley;  one daughter, Alison 
Colley; son-in-law, John 
Myrick; and three grand-
sons, Knox Ober, Jude 
Ober, and Isaac Stork. 
Also, surviving is one sis-
ter and her husband, Karla 

and Charlie Ramberger of 
Mansfield, Texas; brother 
and his wife, Stephen and 
Angela Colley of Snohom-
ish, Washington; brother 
and wife, David and Dora 
Cavitt of Henderson, Ar-
kansas; as well as mul-
tiple beloved nieces and 
nephews, great nieces and 
nephews, and cousins.

Johnny was a Sergeant 
in the United States Air 
Force, serving as a Securi-
ty Specialist. During these 
years he was stationed in 
Guam and Hawaii. He lat-
er obtained a Bachelor of 
Business Administration 
at Dallas Baptist Universi-
ty and a Juris Doctorate at 
Texas Wesleyan School of 
Law. He was a member of 
the American Association 
of Professional Landmen, 
Arkansas Chapter AAPL, 
and an active attorney 
with the State Bar of Tex-
as.

Throughout his life, 
Johnny lived in many 
states and made many 
friends whom he of-
ten reminisced about. 
He grew up in Corning, 

AR, and along the river-
banks in Ripley County, 
MO. He loved to spend all 
seasons at Snaggy Bend 
with countless cousins 
and friends, canoeing the 
Current River, and hunt-
ing deer in the woods of 
Current View. He loved to 
spend his winters at Black 
River Lodge in Reyno, AR 
duck hunting with dear 
friends. Johnny also loved 
to dance, sing, and play 
golf. He had an intense 
passion for the sport and 
his golf friends and was 
always seeking that hole-
in-one. He loved life, and 
experienced this life to 
its fullest, but looked for-
ward to spending his eter-
nal days in the glory of 
Heaven with Jesus Christ.

A Memorial Visitation 
will be held on Friday, 
Dec. 9 at Fowler and Sons 
Funeral Home in Neely-
ville, MO from 10:00 to 
12:00 noon, with the ser-
vice starting at noon. A 
graveside service will be 
directly followed at Pope 
Chapel in Current View, 
MO.

James Ray Killian, 66, of Piggott, Arkansas, passed away December 1, 2022, at his 
home in Piggott, Arkansas surrounded by family.

Hoggard & Sons Funeral Home of Piggott, Arkansas, was in charge of the arrange-
ments.

The family held a celebration of James’ life on Saturday, December 3, 2022, at 11:00 
a.m. at Hitt’s Chapel General Baptist Church in Piggott, Arkansas.

James Ray Killian

Barbara Foster, 81, of 
Poplar Bluff, MO, formerly 
of Corning, passed away 
November 29, 2022 at 
home.

Mrs. Foster was a re-
tired farmer and real es-
tate owner. She enjoyed 
bowling, puzzles, and 
spending time with her 
family. She attended Cal-
vary Baptist Church in 
Corning and Poplar Bluff 
Full Gospel.

On On July 19, 1958, she 
married Harold Corbin. 
They were married 20 
years prior to his death 
on February 24, 1979. She 
then married Alvin Foster 

on June 12, 1987. They 
were married 29 years 
prior to his death on Sep-
tember 6, 2016.

Survivors include her 
children Debbie Corbin of 
Ozark, MO, Denise Corbin 
Burks of Dexter, MO, and 
Darrell Corbin of Poplar 
Bluff, MO; brother Karol 
(Judi) Parsons of Germa-
ny; sisters Nadine (John) 
Goodale and Linda Hamp-
ton, both of Poplar Bluff, 
Lana McElwrath of Clarks-
ville, TN, and Judy Par-
sons of Donipan, MO; 16 
grandchildren; and sever-
al great grandchildren.

In addition to her hus-

bands, she was also pre-
ceded in death by her 
parents Harrison and 
Bertie (Kearbey) Parsons; 
brothers Donald, Archie, 
Leonard, and Jerry Wayne 
Parsons; and sisters Mary 
LaFond and Marie Green.

Visitation will be Friday 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Ermert 
Funeral Home. Funeral 
service will be Saturday, 
Dec. 3 at 2 p.m. with Bob 
Fry officiating at the fu-
neral home. Burial will 
follow at Corning Ceme-
tery.

Online condolences: 
www.ermertfuneralhome.
com

Barbara Foster

OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION PUBLIC 

HEARING & DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public Hearings to 
discuss the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) for the 
proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri 
State Line (Future I-57) connection 
in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and 
Randolph counties. 

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022
WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University 
(Moody Room)
22 McClellan Dr. 
Walnut Ridge, AR

Wednesday, December 14, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Pocahontas Community Center
300 Geneva Dr. 
Pocahontas, AR

Thursday, December 15, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

Link to project information:
future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through Tuesday,
January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting public
comments may have personally identifiable
information published in future reports.
*******************************************************
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)
Special communication or accommodation needs under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin 
Hetzel at 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, 
call 501-823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.
com. The hearing or speech impaired may contact the Arkansas 
Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made 
at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.  
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department 
of Transportation complies with all civil rights provisions of federal 
statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in programs 
and activities receiving federal financial assistance. Therefore, the 
Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, 
national origin, religion (not applicable as a protected group under 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), 
disability, Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in 
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s programs and 
activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or employment practices. 
Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the 
Department’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. 
McFadden Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), 
P. 0. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY
711), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov. 
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient individuals is 
available upon request. 
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator 
in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.
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From the office of

Joe Jett
House of Representatives

State of Arkansas
District 56

Returning House mem-
bers and newly elected 
members are now prepar-
ing for the upcoming ses-
sion.

The 2023 Regular Ses-
sion will begin on January 9 
at noon.

The pre-filing period for 
bills and resolutions began 
on November 15. So far, 
16 bills have been filed in 
the House and 3 have been 
filed in the Senate. You can 
review all the bills filed 
at www.arkansashouse.org.

The House Organiza-
tional Meeting previously 
scheduled for November 
17 has been rescheduled 
to Monday, December 5, 
2022, at 9:00 am in the 
House Chamber.

During the meeting, 
newly elected members 
will draw for seniority and 
all members will select 
their seats for the 94th 
General Assembly. After 
seat selection, the commit-
tee selection process will 
begin. 

The vast majority of leg-
islation considered during 
a legislative session begins 
in a standing committee. 
There are 10 standing 
committees in the House. 
Each standing committee 
consists of 20 members 
including 5 members from 
each of the 4 House district 
caucuses.

Selection for the House 
Budget Committee, Ar-
kansas Legislative Council, 
and Legislative Joint Au-
diting will take place after 
standing committee selec-
tion. 

The next day, December 
6, newly elected members 
will begin orientation. For 
the 94th General Assem-
bly, there will be 26 mem-
bers serving their first 
term in the House. The 
legislative institute will 
review everything from 

parliamentary procedures 
to balancing the state bud-
get so that every member 
is prepared on day one of 
the session.

At the beginning of each 
legislative session, the 
House and Senate meet 
separately to organize and 
adopt temporary rules 
for the respective bodies. 
Then on the second day of 
the session, we will meet 
in a joint session in the 
House Chamber to hear 
an address from the newly 
elected Governor.

The House streams ev-
ery committee meeting 
and House floor proceed-
ing live on our website. We 
will also be streaming the 
organizational meeting on 
December 5. In addition, 
the recorded meetings are 
archived and searchable 
by key terms on our site. 

LITTLE ROCK – Arkan-
sas has been developing a 
statewide response to the 
growing health crisis cre-
ated by Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and dementia. 

During the 2023 session 
the legislature will con-
sider a series of proposals 
brought by the Alzheimer’s 
and Dementia Advisory 
Council, which was creat-
ed by Act 319 of 2021.

Measures include en-
hancement of services for 
caregivers. Many wear 
themselves out physically 
caring for loved ones, and 
many receive no compen-
sation for the long hours 
they devote to care.

Although most people 
have heard of Alzheimer’s 
disease, public awareness 
campaigns are necessary 
to improve early detection, 
and educate people about 
the early warning signs. 
Although there is no cure 

for Alzheimer’s, there are 
treatments that can slow 
its progression and soft-
en the impact of its symp-
toms.

State governments be-
gan responding to Alzhei-
mer’s in the 1980s, and 
their responses amplified 
as public health officials 
became more aware of the 
wide-ranging effects of the 
disease.

Alzheimer’s is the most 
common form of demen-
tia, accounting for 60 to 
80 percent of all dementia 
cases. Dementia is a gen-
eral term to describe loss 
of memory and mental 
abilities. There is no single 
test for Alzheimer’s. Phy-
sicians rely on blood tests, 
scans, interviews with 
family members and tests 
of memory and cognitive 
skills.

How a person gets Alz-
heimer’s is not known ex-

actly. The major risk factor 
is old age. It can run in the 
family. Obesity, diabetes 
and cardiovascular disease 
may be risk factors. That 
means you may be able to 
ward off the disease by ex-
ercising, keeping mentally 
active and eating healthily.

The most common early 
symptom is the inability to 
remember newly learned 
information. Other warn-
ing signs include difficulty 
completing familiar tasks, 
losing things, being dis-
oriented, withdrawal from 
social activities, no longer 
being able to plan ahead 
or work with numbers, 
changes in judgment and 
decision making that are 
out of character and final-
ly, mood swings and per-
sonality changes.

In Arkansas, an estimat-
ed 93,000 people provide 
unpaid care to loved ones 
with Alzheimer’s. The ma-
jority are women and two-
thirds are older than 50, 
so the physical challenges 
of caregiving are daunting. 
The majority of caregivers 
have been providing care 
for more than four years.

Caregivers have to leave 
work early or take time 
off. They lose benefits and 
have to turn down promo-

tions. Due to the demands 
of caregiving, nine percent 
have had to quit work en-
tirely and 18 percent have 
had to leave a full-time job 
and take a part-time job.

In 2020 about 58,000 
Arkansans had Alzhei-
mer’s and by 2025 that 
will increase to 67,000 
people, in part because of 
the general aging of the 
population.

It is expensive to care for 
Alzheimer’s patients, more 
so than caring for people 
with cancer and heart dis-
ease. 

Patients with Alzhei-
mer’s and dementia tend 
to have more incidents 
entailing higher costs for 
coronary artery disease, 
diabetes, strokes, chronic 
kidney disease and cancer.

Overall, people without 
dementia don’t need care 
as often for those same 
medical conditions as do 
people who also suffer 
from dementia. 

For people 65 and old-
er with dementia, the rate 
of hospitalization is twice 
what it is for people who 
don’t have dementia. It 
is 538 hospital visits for 
every 1,000 people com-
pared to 266 hospital vis-
its per 1,000 people.

State Capitol Week in Review
From

Senator Blake Johnson
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
November 21, 2022 

 
 
Paragould Daily Press 
Retail – Display Advertising 
1401 West Hunt Street 
Paragould, AR 72450 
Attn: Matt or Claire 
Email: msmith@jonesborosun.com, sos@jonesborosun.com  
 
Re: Display Ad – Notice of Location Public Hearing 
 
Greetings: 
 
Please publish the enclosed “Notice of Location Public Hearing” on the following dates:  

 
Saturday, December 3, 2022 
Saturday, December 10, 2022 

 
 
Send one copy of the proof of publication with invoice for payment to:  
 

Garver 
Attn: Caitlin Hetzel  
Project Number: 17017535 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Email: CEHetzel@garverusa.com 
 

If you have questions regarding the written announcement or need additional information, please 
contact me at 501-537-3544 or CEHetzel@GarverUSA.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Manager 
 
Enclosure 
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OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION 

PUBLIC HEARING & DRAFT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public 
Hearings to discuss the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) for the proposed Walnut 
Ridge to Missouri State Line 
(Future I-57) connection in Clay, 
Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph 
counties. 

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022
WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University 
(Moody Room)
22 McClellan Dr. 
Walnut Ridge, AR

Wednesday, December 14, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Pocahontas Community Center 
300 Geneva Dr. 
Pocahontas, AR

Thursday, December 15, 2022 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

Link to project information:
future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through
Tuesday, January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting
public comments may have personally identifiable
information published in future reports.
**************************************************** 
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)
Special communication or accommodation needs under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin 
Hetzel at 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, 
call 501-823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA. 
com. The hearing or speech impaired may contact the Arkansas 
Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made 
at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.  
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas 
Department of Transportation complies with all civil rights 
provisions of federal statutes and related authorities that 
prohibit discrimination in programs and activities receiving 
federal financial assistance. Therefore, the Department does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, national origin, 
religion (not applicable as a protected group under the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), disability, 
Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in 
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s 
programs and activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or 
employment practices. Complaints of alleged discrimination 
and inquiries regarding the Department’s nondiscrimination 
policies may be directed to Joanna P. McFadden Section Head 
- EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. 0. Box 2261, 
Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 711), 
or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov. 
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient 
individuals is available upon request. 
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI 
Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.
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Don’t believe the scammers
DEAR HELOISE: I’ve had 

scammers calling me right 
and left lately: It’s usually 
the famous “CONGRATU-

LATIONS! 
You’ve won 
a new boat, 
house or 
complete set 
of cookware, 
or a vaca-
tion with all 
e x p e n s e s 
paid to Ha-
waii, Fiji, 
Bora Bora 

or anywhere you’d like. All 
you have to do is pay for 
the taxes. Or maybe you 
have to pay for shipping and 
handling.” It doesn’t matter 

what they tell you because 
it’s all a lie. If you’re snowed 
in or freezing in some snowy 
city, it might sound good to 
win a trip to the sunny island 
of Maui, but ask yourself, 
“Why me?” How did you 
get so lucky? They’ll try to 
be charming and win your 
trust, but they’re just a bunch 
of low-life scammers who’ll 
steal your life savings if you 
let them. Hang up on those 
calls and hang onto your 
money! – Frank and Carol 
H., Milford, Delaware

A sticky situation
DEAR HELOISE: I had a 

cardboard box I wanted to 
reuse, but there was a label 

on the side with numbers 
and letters. I was afraid to 
use it with that sticker on 
there, so I turned my hair 
dryer on high and held it 
close to the sticker. After 
a bit, the sticker lifted on 
one end, and I used my 
fingernail to help lift it off 
the box without any trouble 
at all. – Marian T., Green-
field, Illinois

MARIAN: If you need to 
get a label off of a bottle, fill 
the bottle with hot water and 
just wait a while, as the heat 
from the water will help lift 
off the label. – Heloise

Color coding pants
DEAR HELOISE: I have  

several nice slacks with 
stretch waist bands, but 
whenever I tried to find 
them in my closet, they 
were mixed up with other 
slacks that had zippers as 
well as some capri pants. 
Then, I bought colored 
tape, which I wrapped 
around the handle of the 
hanger about three inches 
long. 

This way, I group the col-
ors together and knew that 
red stood for the zippered 
slacks, green for the elastic 
waistband ones and yellow 
for the capri pants. 

Saves a lot of time and 
aggravation. – Amy R., 
Anaheim, California

Ouch!

DEAR HELOISE: Whenev-
er you’re outdoors in nice 
weather, at a picnic or at 
the beach, you can use 
pickle juice or toothpaste 
on a bee sting or fire-ant 
bite to help alleviate the 
pain. And if you’re at the 
beach, you can use a small 
bag of cornstarch to help 
rub sand off of your feet. – 
Elaine H., Port Charlotte, 
Florida

ELAINE: Good ideas. 
And if you’re stung by a 
jellyfish, try using meat 
tenderizer on the sting to 
help with the pain. – Hel-
oise

Bottle feeding pets

DEAR HELOISE: If you’re 
bottle feeding a kitten or 
puppy, be sure to place the 
baby laying on its stomach 
to feed. That is the way 
they nurse from their moth-
ers, and this way avoids 
choking them. As humans, 
we’re used to cradling a 
baby in our arms, but for a 
small kitten or puppy, it’s 
hard for them to nurse and 
breath at the same time.

Send a money-saving or 
timesaving hint to Heloise, P.O. 
Box 795001, San Antonio, TX 
78279-5001, or you can fax it to 
1-210-HELOISE or email it to Hel-
oise@Heloise.com. 

Hints from
Heloise

Grant awarded to 
A-State researchers

JONESBORO — A pair 
of Arkansas State Universi-
ty professors have received 
a $95,173 grant to continue 
their research. Dr. Cameron 
Wimpy, assistant professor 
of political science and in-
terim department chair and 
Dr. William McLean, as-
sociate vice chancellor for 

faculty re-
lations and 
a s s o c i a t e 
professor of 
political sci-
ence, were 
a w a r d e d 
the grant 
for their 
r e s e a r c h 
project “Ex-
ploring Ru-
ral Election 
Administra-
tion: with 
Special At-
tention to 
the Missis-

sippi River Delta.”
“The grant is funded by 

the MIT Election Data and 
Science Lab along with The 
Pew Charitable Trusts,” 
said Wimpy. Wimpy is the 
principal investigator and 
McLean is the co-investi-
gator.

“We have three distinct 
phases of research. The first 
involves investigating the 
impact of rurality on elec-
tion administration in a big 
data, quantitative study that 
involves election admin-
istration data and records 
over several election cycles. 
The second phase involves 
employing undergraduates 
to work with us on analyz-
ing the electronic tools that 
rural jurisdictions provide 
to their voters,” explained 
Wimpy.

“Finally, we will conduct 
a series of focus groups 
with election officials from 
seven states along the lower 
Mississippi River Delta re-
gion. This, in many ways, is 
the most unique and inter-
esting facet of our project.”

The states included in the 
study will be Arkansas, Illi-
nois, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Missouri and 
Tennessee. “The biggest 
challenge to conducting 
large-scale research proj-
ects is time. This grant gives 
us that time and it is very 
exciting to be working on 
something that is such high 
importance to the health 
of our country’s elections. 
There are also obvious con-
nections here to our own 
state and the areas tradition-
ally served by A-State, and 
that means a great deal to 
us being from this area our-
selves,” said Wimpy.

Wimpy and McLean 
make up one of 18 research 
teams who will receive part 
of the nearly $2 million that 
was awarded by the MIT 
Election Data and Science 
Lab. This funding will al-
low research to be done on 
how elections have changed 
across the country over the 
past few years.

“Although most citizens 
have a broad idea of how 
elections work, there is still 
much to learn about how 
the process varies across 
locales and for different 
levels of elections. This 
broad theme in the context 
of modern challenges such 
as the pandemic, accessibil-

ity and security defines how 
these projects will examine 
modern elections in the 
U.S.,” said Wimpy.

“Through learning from 
both election officials and 
the public at large, these 
projects can shed addition-
al light on the challenges, 
perceptions and even best 
practices throughout Amer-
ican elections. Our specific 
interest is learning how the 
context of rurality affects 
election administration.”

Wimpy said cooperation 
from local officials will 
be the most vital phase of 
the project, “We generally 
find election officials to be 
quite eager to work with 
the research community so 
they can both share their 
own expertise and learn 
from others. Of course they 
are also almost always un-
derstaffed and overworked 
so we are very respectful 
of their time and the im-
portant role they play in 
the democratic process for 
their communities.”

WIMPY

McLEAN

Avian influenza confirmed in third flock

Testing has confirmed a 
case of avian influenza in 
a backyard flock in Arkan-
sas County that had shown 
increased mortality over 
the course of several days.

This is the third case of 
avian influenza in Arkan-
sas this year. Earlier this 
year the Department con-
firmed cases of avian in-
fluenza on a poultry farm 
in Madison County and on 
a farm in Pope County.

“We will continue to 
work with poultry growers, 
the industry, and our labo-
ratory partners to protect 
against the spread of avian 
influenza,” said Arkansas 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Wes Ward. “Arkansas poul-
try is safe to eat, and con-
sumers can be confident in 
the safety of their food.”

“The Arkansas Depart-
ment of Agriculture is 
urging poultry owners to 
increase biosecurity mea-
sures on their operations in 
response to several reports 

of highly pathogenic avian 
influenza (HPAI) in wild 
birds along the Mississippi 
Flyway,” said Patrick Fisk, 
Livestock and Poultry Di-
vision Director.

Avian influenza is an 
airborne respiratory virus 
that spreads easily among 
chickens through nasal 
and eye secretions, as well 
as manure. The virus can 
be spread in various ways 
from flock to flock, includ-
ing by wild birds, through 
contact with infected poul-
try, by equipment, and on 
the clothing and shoes of 
caretakers. There is no 
public health concern, and 
avian influenza does not 
affect poultry meat or egg 
products, which remain 
safe to eat.

To mitigate the disease 
risk from contact with the 
birds or their droppings, 
the Livestock and Poultry 
Division strongly recom-
mends taking the follow-
ing steps for the next 30 
days, especially within 
the Delta area:

 ■ Keep your birds in-
doors or covered to pre-

vent exposure to wild or 
migratory birds.

 ■ Restrict access to any 
source of water that may 
have been contaminated 
by wild birds.

 ■ Implement strict bios-
ecurity methods to prevent 
exposure to wild water-
fowl or their droppings.

All poultry flock owners 
are encouraged to follow 
the strictest biosecurity 
on their farms to prevent 
the spread of the disease. 
Those steps include:

 ■ Limit, monitor, and 
record any movement of 
people, vehicles, or ani-
mals on or off your farm.

 ■ Permit only essential 
workers and vehicles to 
enter the farm to limit the 

chances of bringing the vi-
rus from an outside source.

 ■ Avoid visiting oth-
er poultry farms and any 
unnecessary travel off the 
farm.

 ■ Disinfect equipment, 
vehicles, footwear, and 
other items that come into 
contact with flocks.

 ■ Keep your flock away 
from wild or migratory 
birds, especially water-
fowl.

 ■ Isolate any ill animals 
and contact your veterinar-
ian.

Backyard flock owners 
who have sick or unusu-
al deaths in their flocks 
should email info@ 
agriculture.arkansas.gov 
or call 501-823-1746.

Producers urged 
to take precautions
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OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION

PUBLIC HEARING & DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public
Hearings to discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for the proposed Walnut
Ridge to Missouri State Line
(Future I-57) connection in Clay,
Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph
counties.

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022
WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)
22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

Wednesday, December 14, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Pocahontas Community Center
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

Thursday, December 15, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

Link to project information:
future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through
Tuesday, January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting
public comments may have personally identifiable
information published in future reports.
****************************************************
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)
Special communication or accommodation needs under the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin
Hetzel at 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118,
call 501-823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.
com. The hearing or speech impaired may contact the Arkansas
Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made
at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas
Department of Transportation complies with all civil rights
provisions of federal statutes and related authorities that
prohibit discrimination in programs and activities receiving
federal financial assistance. Therefore, the Department does not
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, national origin,
religion (not applicable as a protected group under the Federal
Motor Carrier SafetyAdministration Title VI Program), disability,
Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s
programs and activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or
employment practices. Complaints of alleged discrimination
and inquiries regarding the Department’s nondiscrimination
policies may be directed to Joanna P. McFadden Section Head
- EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. 0. Box 2261,
Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 711),
or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov.
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient
individuals is available upon request.
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI
Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.

Job 100512

Appendix N:  Page 435 of 590



Paragould Daily Press  December 10-11, 2022   A3

Try this Amish cleaning method
DEAR HELOISE: My 

great-grandmother was 
Amish, and she had her 
own particular way of do-
ing things. She would clean 
her floors with hot wa-
ter, olive oil, vinegar and 
a squeeze of lemon juice 
from one lemon. Of course, 
the floors were sealed, and 

she never 
m e a s u r e d 
a n y t h i n g . 
She could 
tell by sight 
how much 
to use. But 
I asked my 
aunt how 
much of 
each my 

great-grandmother would 
use, and she said that for 
every gallon of hot water, 
add the following:

1 cup vinegar
1/4 cup olive oil
The juice of one lemon 

(mostly for the scent)
This method kept our 

floors from getting that 
waxy buildup some wood-
en floors produce, and it 
was certainly very eco-
nomical to use. We cleaned 
anything wood with this 
mixture, including window 
frames, doors and more. 

After washing, we’d let the 
wood dry and go back over 
everything with a microfi-
ber cloth (or a soft cotton 
T-shirt), as well as polish 
the wood. – Amy D., Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania

Send a great hint to:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795001
San Antonio, TX 78279-

5001
Fax: 1-210-HELOISE
Email: Heloise@Heloise.

com

White bread scrubber
DEAR HELOISE: An old 

trick for cleaning wall-
paper is to take a slice of 
white bread, wad it up into 
a ball and scrub the wall-
paper. This is especially 
useful for wallpaper that is 
flocked when it gets dirty. – 
Janet S., San Diego

Autumn arrangement
DEAR HELOISE: This past 

Thanksgiving, I made a 
beautiful centerpiece for 
my table and the long table 
in the entry, and it didn’t 
cost me a dime. I found a 
piece of wood in my hus-
band’s workshop and used 
some leftover paint to paint 

it black. Then, I went for 
a walk in the woods and 
found some small branch-
es, twigs, colorful leaves 
and pinecones. I picked 
them up and stuffed them 
into a bag I was carrying. I 
also found an empty bird’s 
nest and some acorns. With 
just a little hot glue, I had 
a nice arrangement to show 
off the fall season during 
Thanksgiving Day. – Casey 
P., Dolores, Colorado

Paper bags
DEAR HELOISE: I found 

out that I could request 
paper bags at the grocery 
store instead of the plastic 
ones. So many waterways 
are clogged with those 
plastic bags that have ru-

ined the beauty of many 
public parks and beach-
es. We live on one planet. 
and it should be – needs to 
be – better cared for than 
people presently care for 
it. I’ve heard a saying that 
we are just gatekeepers of 
Earth. We’ll be passing 
Earth onto our children. 
Why would anyone want 
to give their child a clut-
tered, dirty planet? – Lucy 
H., Fairfield, Connecticut

Lucy, you’re right. We 
don’t really own the plan-
et, we just live here for a 
while. It’s up to each of us 
to pick up after ourselves, 
recycle and not overbuy 
products. I once had a 
reader brag to me that she 
owned 112 pairs of shoes. 

Personally, I don’t find 
that anything to be proud 
of. There are better things 
we can all do with our time 
and money. It’s up to all of 

us to make sure we leave 
this earth in better shape 
than the way we found it 
on the day we were born. 
– Heloise

Hints from
Heloise

Submitted photo

Light Baptist Church is beautifully decorated for Christmas. Drive out and take pictures 
of your family with the nativity scene. Submit photos to The Daily Press at editor@ 
paragoulddailypress.com.

CHRISTMAS Fall Commencement ceremony 
set for Dec. 17 at FNB Arena

JONESBORO — Ar-
kansas State University 
will conduct its 2022 Fall 
Commencement on Satur-
day, Dec. 17, at 10 a.m. at 
First National Bank Are-
na.

Chancellor Todd Shields 
will confer degrees upon 
graduates from eight col-
leges, including Agricul-
ture, Neil Griffin College 
of Business, Education 
and Behavioral Science, 
Engineering and Com-
puter Science, Liberal 
Arts and Communication, 
Nursing and Health Pro-
fessions, Sciences and 
Mathematics and Univer-
sity College.

Approximately 1,880 
graduates will receive 
doctoral, specialist, mas-
ter, bachelor and associate 
degrees.

Lauren Byrd of Glen 
Carbon, Ill., will be the 
featured speaker on behalf 
of the graduating class. 
Byrd, who will receive 
a Bachelor of Science in 
radiologic sciences, was 
selected due to having the 
highest Latin honors and 
most A-State credit hours. 

Byrd will graduate summa 
cum laude.

Graduates and guests can 
enter the arena through the 
red and yellow entranc-
es. Doors will be open at 
8 a.m. and graduates are 
asked to arrive one hour 
prior to the beginning of 
the ceremony. Graduates 
will be seated alphabeti-
cally and by college.

There will be no pro-
cessional or recessional. 
Those attending the cere-
mony are welcome to sit 
anywhere that is not desig-
nated as reserved.

Because this is one of the 

last shopping weekends of 
the holiday season, traffic 
will be heavy and guests 
are asked to plan accord-
ingly.

All parking near First 
National Bank Arena will 
be available with gates up. 
Parking on grass surfac-
es will not be permitted. 
There is a clear bag policy 
that will be enforced for 
all guests. Details on park-
ing locations for gradua-
tion can be found online.

Those who cannot attend 
the ceremony may view 
the live stream at AState.
edu/live.

Courtesy photo

A-State Commencement will be at First National Bank Arena 
on Saturday, Dec. 17.

WELCOME!

CALL 239-5005
PARAGOULD WELCOME SERVICE

If you are new to the
Paragould area, we
want to welcome you

with a FREE
Welcome Packet.

OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION

PUBLIC HEARING & DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public
Hearings to discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for the proposed Walnut
Ridge to Missouri State Line
(Future I-57) connection in Clay,
Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph
counties.

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022
WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)
22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

Wednesday, December 14, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Pocahontas Community Center
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

Thursday, December 15, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

Link to project information:
future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through
Tuesday, January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting
public comments may have personally identifiable
information published in future reports.
****************************************************
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)
Special communication or accommodation needs under the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin
Hetzel at 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118,
call 501-823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.
com. The hearing or speech impaired may contact the Arkansas
Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made
at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas
Department of Transportation complies with all civil rights
provisions of federal statutes and related authorities that
prohibit discrimination in programs and activities receiving
federal financial assistance. Therefore, the Department does not
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, national origin,
religion (not applicable as a protected group under the Federal
Motor Carrier SafetyAdministration Title VI Program), disability,
Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s
programs and activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or
employment practices. Complaints of alleged discrimination
and inquiries regarding the Department’s nondiscrimination
policies may be directed to Joanna P. McFadden Section Head
- EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. 0. Box 2261,
Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 711),
or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov.
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient
individuals is available upon request.
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI
Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.

Job 100512

Letters
to Santa

To Advertise in this Family Oriented Section

Call Kelsey at (870) 316-9698
or email kelseyp@jonesborosun.com
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
November 21, 2022 

 
 
Pocahontas Star Herald 
Retail – Display Advertising 
PO Vox 608 
Pocahontas, AR 72455 
Attn: Jenny Tyson 
Email: jtyson@cherryroad.com 
 
Re: Display Ad – Notice of Location Public Hearing 
 
Greetings: 
 
Please publish the enclosed “Notice of Location Public Hearing” on the following dates:  

 
Thursday, December 1, 2022 
Thursday, December 8, 2022 

 
 
Send one copy of the proof of publication with invoice for payment to:  
 

Garver 
Attn: Caitlin Hetzel  
Project Number: 17017535 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Email: CEHetzel@garverusa.com 
 

If you have questions regarding the written announcement or need additional information, please 
contact me at 501-537-3544 or CEHetzel@GarverUSA.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Manager 
 
Enclosure 
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OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION PUBLIC 

HEARING & DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public Hearings to 
discuss the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) for the 
proposed Walnut Ridge to Missouri 
State Line (Future I-57) connection 
in Clay, Greene, Lawrence, and 
Randolph counties. 

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022
WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University 
(Moody Room)
22 McClellan Dr. 
Walnut Ridge, AR

Wednesday, December 14, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Pocahontas Community Center
300 Geneva Dr. 
Pocahontas, AR

Thursday, December 15, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
538 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

Link to project information:
future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through Tuesday,
January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting public
comments may have personally identifiable
information published in future reports.
******************************************************* 
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)
Special communication or accommodation needs under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin 
Hetzel at 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, 
call 501-823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA. 
com. The hearing or speech impaired may contact the Arkansas 
Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made 
at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.  
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas Department 
of Transportation complies with all civil rights provisions of federal 
statutes and related authorities that prohibit discrimination in programs 
and activities receiving federal financial assistance. Therefore, the 
Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, 
national origin, religion (not applicable as a protected group under 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), 
disability, Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in 
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s programs and 
activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or employment practices. 
Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the 
Department’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. 
McFadden Section Head - EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), 
P. 0. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 
711), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov. 
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient individuals is 
available upon request. 
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator 
in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.
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4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
 
 
TEL 501.376.3633  
FAX 501.372.8042   
 
 

www.GarverUSA.com 
  
 
November 21, 2022 

 
 
The Times Dispatch 
Retail – Display Advertising 
208 West Main Street 
Walnut Ridge, AR 
Attn: Amanda Reynolds 
Email: areynolds.thetd@gmail.com 
 
Re: Display Ad – Notice of Location Public Hearing 
 
Greetings: 
 
Please publish the enclosed “Notice of Location Public Hearing” on the following dates:  

 
Wednesday, November 30, 2022 
Wednesday, December 7, 2022 

 
 
Send one copy of the proof of publication with invoice for payment to:  
 

Garver 
Attn: Caitlin Hetzel  
Project Number: 17017535 
4701 Northshore Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
Email: CEHetzel@garverusa.com 
 

If you have questions regarding the written announcement or need additional information, please 
contact me at 501-537-3544 or CEHetzel@GarverUSA.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Caitlin Hetzel 
Communications Manager 
 
Enclosure 

Appendix N:  Page 441 of 590



OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION 

PUBLIC HEARING & DRAFT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public 
Hearings to discuss the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) for the proposed Walnut 
Ridge to Missouri State Line 
(Future I-57) connection in Clay, 
Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph 
counties. 

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022
WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University 
(Moody Room)
22 McClellan Dr. 
Walnut Ridge, AR

Wednesday, December 14, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Pocahontas Community Center
300 Geneva Dr. 
Pocahontas, AR

Thursday, December 15, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

Link to project information:
future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through
Tuesday, January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting
public comments may have personally
identifiable information published in future
reports.

************************************************* 
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)
Special communication or accommodation needs under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin 
Hetzel at 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118, 
call 501-823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA. 
com. The hearing or speech impaired may contact the Arkansas 
Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made 
at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.  
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas 
Department of Transportation complies with all civil rights 
provisions of federal statutes and related authorities that 
prohibit discrimination in programs and activities receiving 
federal financial assistance. Therefore, the Department does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, national origin, 
religion (not applicable as a protected group under the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration Title VI Program), disability, 
Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in 
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s 
programs and activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or 
employment practices. Complaints of alleged discrimination 
and inquiries regarding the Department’s nondiscrimination 
policies may be directed to Joanna P. McFadden Section Head 
- EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. 0. Box 2261, 
Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 711), or 
the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov. 
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient 
individuals is available upon request. 
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI 
Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.
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public policy and political 
engagement at the federal, 
state, and local levels in 
both the private and public 
sector according to Sand-
ers.

Conger is currently serv-
ing as Deputy Director of 
Sanders’ transition office, 
and has served as Senior 
Advisor on the Sarah for 
Governor campaign.

Prior to joining the cam-
paign in 2021, Conger 
worked for Arizona Gov. 
Doug Ducey for nearly 
seven years, both as Legis-
lative Director and Deputy 
Chief of Staff.

SANDERS
From page A1

Stacy Hurst. “Eats & Clean 
Streets offers the perfect 
resolution for businesses 
to join these statewide ef-
forts to protect our state’s 
natural resources and liva-
bility.”

The Eats & Clean Streets 
initiative provides business-
es in the food services and 
hospitality industry with 
free signage encouraging 
patrons not to litter at their 
businesses or around the 
state. It is open to all sit-
down restaurants, fast-food 
restaurants, fast-casual 
restaurants, gas stations, 
convenience stores and oth-

er businesses that provide 
to-go or packaged food.

“With food packaging 
being the second-most lit-
tered item worldwide – be-
hind cigarette butts – it is 
vital that businesses across 
the state join us in the fight 
against litter,” said Colbie 
Jones, director of KAB. 
“We are proud of the near-
ly 100 food locations rep-
resenting various sides of 

the hospitality industry that 
have stepped up to help us 
reduce littering. If you’re 
a business that provides 
to-go packaging, we want 
to encourage you to get 
involved to help us protect 
and preserve our state.”

Businesses that regis-
ter for the program will 
receive free promotion-
al materials and signage. 
Available materials include 

posters, window clings, re-
ceipt stickers, table tents, 
trash receptacle stickers 
and educational materials 
for kids.

Interested businesses 
are encouraged to sign 
up to receive the free 
signage by visiting 
KeepArkansasBeautiful.
c o m / c o m m u n i t y 
- r e sou rce s / ea t s - c l ean 
-streets.

INITIATIVE
From page A1

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) 
— Forecasters warned of 
the potential for strong 
tornadoes that could stay 
on the ground for long 
distances in parts of the 
South on Tuesday, as well 
as flooding rains and hail 
the size of tennis balls.

More than 25 million 
people could be at risk as 
the storm system moves 
from east Texas to Indiana 
and Georgia. The national 
Storm Prediction Center 
said in its storm outlook 
that affected cities could 
include New Orleans; 
Memphis and Nashville in 
Tennessee; and Birming-
ham, Alabama.

It’s rare that federal 
forecasters warn of major 
tornadoes with the poten-
tial for carving damages 
across long distances, 
but they did so in Tues-
day’s forecasts. Tornado 
watches covering much of 
Louisiana and Mississippi 
were announced due to 
“a particularly dangerous 
situation,” the National 
Weather Service said.

“Supercells are expected 
to develop this afternoon 
and track northeastward 
across much of northeast 
Louisiana and central 
Mississippi,” the Weather 
Service said. “Parame-
ters appear favorable for 
strong and long-tracked 
tornadoes this afternoon 
and early evening.”

The severe weather 
could hit Alabama early 
Wednesday, forecasters 
said.

“Multiple rounds of 
severe thunderstorms 
– some capable of long-
tracked tornadoes with 
EF3+ damage potential 
– will be possible this af-
ternoon into tonight over 
parts of the lower Mis-
sissippi Valley region and 
Mid-South,” the Norman, 

Oklahoma-based Storm 
Prediction Center said.

Tornadoes with an EF3 
rating on the Enhanced 
Fujita tornado scale can 
produce wind gusts of up 
to 165 mph.

All remaining classes 
at Mississippi State Uni-
versity’s main campus in 
Starkville switched to re-
mote instruction on Tues-
day due to the weather, 
the university announced. 
A Mississippi State wom-
en’s basketball game 
against the University of 
Louisiana-Monroe will 
still be played on cam-
pus, but the venue will be 
closed to spectators.

Some of Mississippi’s 
public school systems 
decided to close early 
ahead of the storm. The 
3,500-student Canton 
Public School District 
said it was dismissing stu-
dents at noon, cancelled 
after-school activities and 
rescheduled a basketball 
game. Another large sys-
tem outside Jackson – 
Madison County Schools 
– also said it planned to 
close schools early.

Flood watches were is-
sued Tuesday for parts 
of southeast Mississippi 
and southwest Alabama, 
where 3 to 5 inches of rain 
could lead to flash flood-
ing, the National Weather 
Service said.

The Mississippi Emer-
gency Management 
Agency urged residents to 
have multiple ways of re-
ceiving weather alerts and 
know in advance where 
to go to stay safe. The 
agency also urged people 
to take pictures of their 
property. “These photos 
can be used for insurance 
purposes and/or possible 
assistance if your home 
is damaged in the storm,” 
the agency tweeted.

Storms could spawn 
major tornadoes, 
floods in several states

By ALEXANDRA OLSON  
and ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
AP Business Writers

NEW YORK — The mass 
shooting Wednesday at a 
Walmart in Virginia was 
only the latest example of a 
workplace shooting perpe-
trated by an employee.

But while many compa-
nies provide active shooter 
training, experts say there 
is much less focus on how 
to prevent workplace vio-
lence, particularly how to 
identify and address worri-
some behavior among em-
ployees.

Workers far too often 
don’t know how to recog-
nize warning signs, and 
even more crucially don’t 
know how to report suspi-
cious behavior or feel em-
powered to do so, accord-
ing to workplace safety and 
human resources experts.

“We have built an indus-
try around how to lock bad 
guys out. We have heavily 
invested in physical se-
curity measure like met-
al detectors, cameras and 
armed security guards,” 
said James Densley, pro-
fessor of criminal justice 
at Metropolitan State Uni-
versity in St. Paul, Minne-
sota, and co-founder of the 
nonprofit and nonpartisan 
research group The Vio-
lence Project. But too often 
in workplace shootings, he 
said, “this is someone who 
already has access to the 
building.”

The Walmart shooting in 
particular raised questions 
of whether employees feel 
empowered to speak up be-
cause it was a team leader 
who carried out the shoot-
ing.

Identified by Walmart as 
31-year-old Andre Bing, he 
opened fire on fellow em-
ployees in the break room 
of the Chesapeake store, 
killing six people and leav-
ing six others wounded. 
Police said he then appar-
ently killed himself.

Employee Briana Tyler, 
who survived the shooting, 
said Bing appeared not to 
be aiming at anyone in par-
ticular. Tyler, who started at 
Walmart two months ago, 
said she never had a nega-
tive encounter with Bing, 
but others told her that he 
was “the manager to look 
out for.” She said Bing had 
a history of writing people 
up for no reason.

Walmart launched a com-
puter-based active shooter 
training in 2015, which 
focused on three pillars: 
avoid the danger, keep your 
distance and lastly, defend. 
Then, in 2019 after a mass 
shooting at an El Paso, 
Texas, store in which an 
outside gunman killed 22 
people, Walmart addressed 
the threat to the public by 
discontinuing sales of cer-
tain kinds of ammunition 
and asked that customers 
no longer openly carry fire-
arms in its stores. It now 
sells only hunting rifles and 
related ammunition.

Walmart didn’t specifical-
ly respond on Wednesday 
to questions seeking more 
detail about its training and 
protocols to protect its own 
employees. The company 
only said that it routinely 
reviews its training policies 
and will continue to do so.

Densley said that em-
ployers need to create open 
channels for workers to 
voice concerns about em-
ployees’ behavior, includ-
ing confidential hotlines. 
He noted that too often 
attention is focused on 
the “red flags” and work-
ers should be looking for 
the “yellow flags” – sub-
tle changes in behavior, 
like increased anger or 
not showing up for work. 
Densley said managers 
need to work with those 
individuals to get them 
counseling and do regular 
check-ins.

In fact, the Department of 
Homeland Security’s ac-
tive shooting manual states 
that human resources offi-
cials have a responsibility 

to “create a system for re-
porting signs of potential 
violence behavior.” It also 
encourages employees to 
report concerning behavior 
such as increased absentee-
ism and repeated violation 
of company policies.

But many employers may 
not have such prevention 
policies in place, said Liz 
Petersen, Quality Manager 
at the Society for Human 
Resource Management, an 
organization of more than 
300,000 human resources 
professionals.

She noted that in a 2019 
SHRM survey of its mem-
bers, 55 percent of HR 
professionals said they 
didn’t know if their organi-
zations had policies to pre-
vent workplace violence, 
and another 9 percent said 
they lacked such programs. 
That was in contrast to the 
57 percent of HR manag-
ers who said they did have 
training on how to respond 
to violence.

A recent federal govern-
ment report examining 
workplace violence over 
three decades found that 
workplace homicides have 
risen in recent years, al-
though they remain sharply 
down from a peak in the 
mid-1990s.

Between 2014 and 2019, 
workplace homicides na-
tionwide increased by 11 
percent from 409 to 454. 
That was still down 58 per-
cent from a peak of 1,080 
in 1994, according to the 
report, which was released 
in July by the Depart-
ments of Labor, Justice and 
Health and Human Ser-
vices. The report found that 

workplace homicide trends 
largely mirrored homicide 
trends nationwide.

But the country’s spike 
in mass public shootings is 
raising awareness among 
employers of the need to 
address mental health in 
the workplace and prevent 
violence – and of the liabil-
ities employers can face if 
they ignore warning signs, 
Petersen said.

In one high-profile ex-
ample, the family of a 
victim filed a wrongful 
death lawsuit earlier this 
year against the Northern 
California Transportation 
agency, alleging it failed 
to address the history of 
threatening behavior of an 
employee who shot and 
killed nine co-workers at 
a light railyard in San Jose 
in 2021.

The transportation agen-
cy released more than 200 
pages of emails and other 
documents showing the 
shooter, Samuel James 
Cassidy, had been the sub-
ject of four investigations 
into workplace conduct, 
and one worker had wor-
ried that Cassidy could “go 
postal.” That expression 
stems from one of the dead-
liest workplace shooting in 
U.S. history, when a postal 
worker shot and killed 14 
workers in Edmond, Okla-
homa, in 1986.

“Workplace violence is 
a situation that you never 
think is going to happen 
to your organization until 
it does, and unfortunately, 
it’s important to prepare 
for them because they are 
becoming more common-
place,” Petersen said.

Walmart shooting raises need  
for violence prevention at work

Alex Brandon / AP

Law enforcement, including the FBI, work at the scene of a mass shooting at a Walmart on 
Wednesday in Chesapeake, Va.

To the citizens of Hoxie, my name is Geneva Waldrupe.
I want to first thank everyone who voted for me in the
November 9th general election.

I would like to ask you now to please go out and vote for
me in the run-off election for Hoxie City Council.

I can only promise to do the best I can. Thank you very
much. Your vote will be greatly appreciated.

EARLY VOTING BEGINS NOV. 29
ELECTION DAY IS DEC. 6

VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE

HOXIE CITY COUNCIL
GENEVA WALDRUPE
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OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION

PUBLIC HEARING & DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public
Hearings to discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for the proposed Walnut
Ridge to Missouri State Line
(Future I-57) connection in Clay,
Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph
counties.

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022
WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)
22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

Wednesday, December 14, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Pocahontas Community Center
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

Thursday, December 15, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

Link to project information:
future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be availabe through
Friday, January 13, 2023. Individuals submitting
public comments may have personally
identificable information published in future
reports.
*************************************************
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)
Special communication or accommodation needs under the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin
Hetzel at 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118,
call 501-823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.
com. The hearing or speech impaired may contact the Arkansas
Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made
at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas
Department of Transportation complies with all civil rights
provisions of federal statutes and related authorities that
prohibit discrimination in programs and activities receiving
federal financial assistance. Therefore, the Department does not
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, national origin,
religion (not applicable as a protected group under the Federal
MotorCarrierSafetyAdministrationTitleVIProgram),disability,
Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s
programs and activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or
employment practices. Complaints of alleged discrimination
and inquiries regarding the Department’s nondiscrimination
policies may be directed to Joanna P. McFadden Section Head
- EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. 0. Box 2261,
Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 711), or
the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov.
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient
individuals is available upon request.
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI
Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.
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By LINA BEGDACHE
Associate Professor of Health and 
Wellness Studies, Binghamton University, 
State University of  
New York

The annual pattern of winter de-
pression and melancholy – better 
known as seasonal affective disor-
der, or SAD – suggests a strong link 
between your mood and the amount 
of light you get during the day.

To put it simply: The less light 
exposure one has, the more one’s 
mood may decline.

Wintertime blues are common, 
but about 10 million Americans 
are affected every year by a longer 
lasting depression called seasonal 
affective disorder. Along with low 
mood, symptoms include anxious 
feelings, low self-esteem, longer 
sleep duration, constant craving 
for carbohydrates and low physi-
cal activity levels.

I am a nutritional neuroscien-
tist, and my research focuses on 
the effects of diet and lifestyle 
factors on mood and brain func-
tions such as mental distress,  
resilience and motivation.

Through my research, I have 
learned that seasonal affective dis-
order can strike anyone. However, 
people with a history of mood dis-
orders are at a higher risk. In par-
ticular, young adults and women 
of all ages have an increased sus-
ceptibility.

Why seasonal  
depression happens

When daylight saving time ends 
each fall, the one-hour shift back-
ward reduces the amount of light 
exposure most people receive 
in a 24-hour cycle. As the days 
get shorter, people can experi-
ence general moodiness or a lon-
ger-term depression that is tied to 
a shorter exposure to daylight.

This happens due to a misalign-
ment between the sleep-wake 
cycle, eating schedules and other 
daily tasks. Research shows that 
this mismatch may be associat-
ed with poor mental health out-
comes, such as anxiety and de-
pression.

Our sleep-wake cycle is con-
trolled by the circadian rhythm, 
an internal clock regulated by 
light and darkness. Like a regu-
lar clock, it resets nearly every 24 
hours and controls metabolism, 

growth and hormone release.
When our brain receives signals 

of limited daylight, it releases 
the hormone melatonin to sup-
port sleep – even though we still 
have hours left before the typical 
bedtime. This can then affect how 
much energy we have, and when 
and how much we eat. It can also 
alter the brain’s ability to adapt 
to changes in environment. This 
process, called neuronal plastici-
ty, involves the growth and orga-
nization of neural networks. This 
is crucial for brain repair, mainte-
nance and overall function.

It is possible to readjust the cir-
cadian rhythm to better align with 
the new light and dark schedule. 
This means getting daylight ex-
posure as soon as possible upon 
waking up, as well as maintaining 
sleep, exercise and eating routines 
that are more in sync with your 
routine prior to the time change. 
Eventually, people can gradually 
transition into the new schedule.

The intimate connection 
between serotonin  

and melatonin
Serotonin is a chemical messen-

ger in the brain that is a key play-
er in regulating several functions 

such as mood, appetite and the 
circadian rhythm. Serotonin also 
converts to melatonin with low-
er light intensity. As mentioned 
above, melatonin is a hormone 
that regulates the sleep-wake cy-
cle and signals the brain that it’s 
time to sleep.

Less daylight exposure during 
winter months leads to the con-
version of serotonin into mela-
tonin earlier in the evening, since 
it gets dark earlier. As a result, 
this untimely melatonin release 
causes a disruption in the sleep-
wake cycle. For some people this 
can cause moodiness, daytime 
sleepiness and loss of appetite 
regulation, typically leading to 
unhealthy snacking. People with 
seasonal affective disorder often 
crave foods rich in simple sugars, 
such as sweets, because there is 
an intimate connection between 
carbohydrate consumption, appe-
tite regulation and sleep.

Strategies to combat  
the winter blues

In winter, most people leave 
work when it’s turning dark. 
For this reason, light therapy 
is typically recommended for 
those who experience seasonal  

affective disorder, or even shorter 
periods of seasonal funk.

This can be as simple as getting 
some light shortly after awaken-
ing. Try to get at least one hour 
of natural light during the early 
morning hours, preferably about 
one hour after your usual morn-
ing wake-up time when the cir-
cadian clock is most sensitive to 
light. This is true no matter what 
your wake-up time is, as long as 
it’s morning. For people living at 
northern latitudes where there’s 
very little sun in winter, light ther-
apy boxes – which replicate out-
door light – can be effective.

You can also improve your sleep 
quality by avoiding stimulants like 
coffee, tea or heavy meals close to 
bedtime. Exercising during the 
day is also good – it increases se-
rotonin production and supports 
circadian regulation. A balanced 
diet of complex carbs and healthy 
proteins supports steady serotonin 
and melatonin production, and 
practicing downtime before bed 
can reduce stress.

Taking these small steps may 
help the circadian rhythm adjust 
faster. For the millions with mood 
disorders, that could mean happi-
er times during what are literally 
the darkest days.

Shorter days affect the mood of millions of Americans
Tips on how to avoid 
the winter blues

Walnut Ridge and Hoxie Elementary second graders perform Christmas carols at the Lawrence County Courthouse on 
Friday. This is an annual event that occurs at the Angel Tree in the courthouse.

SECOND GRADERS PERFORM 
AT COURTHOUSE

Incorporations
■■ Giles Spur Farms LLC, 1421 

Arkansas 34, Walnut Ridge on 
Nov. 15 by Cade Crisler.

■■ Beauty for Ashes Ministries, 
467 Arkansas 25, Saffell on 
Nov. 16 by Matthew Donnell.

■■ Salt Worship, 86 Lawrence 
207, Imboden, was incorporat-
ed on Nov. 21 by Casey Turner.

Bankruptcy
■■ Teri Lynn Jones, 405 S.W. 

Broad St., Hoxie, on Nov. 21 
filed Chapter 13 bankruptcy.

BUSINESS 
FILINGS

■■ Bobby J. Yopp to Leigh Ann 
Wright et al. Acreage.
■■ Ricky George to Ernest 

Schubach. Acreage.
■■ Ricky George to Ashley 

George. Acreage.
■■ Tommy Land, Commission-

er of State Lands, to Gerald 
Darnell. Lot in Ravenden.
■■ Anthony Maple et al to Bar-

rett Pugh. Acreage.
■■ Junior P. Jarrett to Dusti L. 

Jarrett. Acreage.
■■ Dusti L. Jarrett to Junior P. 

Jarrett. Acreage.
■■ John David Brown to Mar-

cus Martin. Lot in Strawberry 
and acreage.
■■ Scott Miles to Anthony 

Maple. Acreage.
■■ Marcus Nelson to Shawn 

Kincade. Acreage.
■■ Greg Minton to Susanna 

Smith Minton. Lots in Walnut 
Ridge.
■■ Tommy Land, Commission-

er of State Lands, to Heath 
Sifford. Lots in Alica.

REAL ESTATE 
TRANSFERS Open House

Powhatan Historic State 
Park will host a Holiday 
Open House on Saturday, 
Dec. 10, from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the 1888 Powha-
tan Courthouse.

This family-oriented day 
will include opportunities 
to make crafts, tour the 
property, participate in 
activities, and enjoy re-
freshments. The public is 
invited to help decorate 
the courthouse in Victori-
an Christmas finery.

The event is free of 
charge and no reservations 
are required. Guests are 
invited to drop in any time 
during the event and enjoy 
the festivities.

Drinks Workshop
Powhatan Historic 

State Park will host a 
Historic Drinks Work-
shop on Saturday, Dec. 
31, from 9 a.m. to noon 
at the 1888 Powhatan 
Courthouse.

Participants will make 
and sample historic 
drinks, including the 
19th-century equivalent 
of today’s sports drinks 
and spiced hot chocolate.

There is a $15 registra-
tion fee. Space is limited 
and reservations are re-
quired.

Hike Tour
Powhatan Historic State 

Park will host a First Day 

Hike Tour of the historic 
town on Sunday, Jan. 1, 
from 9-11 a.m., starting at 
the 1888 Powhatan Court-
house. Participants will 
learn about the history of 
photography and the sto-
ry of Powhatan through 
pictures before taking the 
tour of the town.

Space is limited and 
reservations are required. 
The tour is $5 plus tax per 
person ages 12 and up and 
$3 plus tax per child ages 
6 to 12 years. Children 
under the age of 6 are ad-
mitted for free.

For more information on these 
events, contact Zachary Elledge 
at zachary.elledge@arkansas.
gov or 870-878-6765.

POWHATAN HISTORIC STATE PARK EVENTS

IN BRIEF
Retirement  
party to honor 
county officials

The Lawrence County 
Courthouse is hosting a 
retirement party to honor 
Lawrence County Judge 
John Thomison, Lawrence 
County Clerk Tina Stow-
ers and Lawrence County 
Sheriff Jeff Yates.

The party will be held 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, at 4 p.m. 
in the courthouse lobby. 
Cake, punch and refresh-
ments will be served. Ev-
eryone is invited to attend.

LawCo JA to host 
annual Breakfast 
With Santa

The Lawrence County 

Junior Auxiliary will host 
its annual Breakfast With 
Santa on Saturday, Dec. 17, 
from 8-11 a.m. at the MAC 
Center at Walnut Ridge’s 
First Baptist Church.

Tickets are on sale now 
and are $10 each. Tickets 
can be purchased from any 
junior club auxiliary mem-
ber.

BR Church  
of Christ to  
host dinner

The Black Rock Church 
of Christ, located on Elm 
Street, will host a commu-
nity dinner on Saturday at 
6 p.m. in the church’s fel-
lowship room.

Everyone is invited to 
attend. For more informa-
tion, call 870-878-1234.

Things just
aren’t theway
theyused tobe.
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415 NWTexas St •Hoxie, AR 72433
(870) 886-3434
bryanfh.com

Whatever happened to businesses
that were eager to please?Well,

there’s one right here in our town.
We offer the same outstanding
service we offered decades ago.
Are we hopelessly out-of-style?

We certainly hope so.

ThankYou for 70Years

OPEN HOUSE
NOTICE OF LOCATION

PUBLIC HEARING & DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

STATEMENT

WHAT: Three Location Public
Hearings to discuss the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for the proposed Walnut
Ridge to Missouri State Line
(Future I-57) connection in Clay,
Greene, Lawrence, and Randolph
counties.

WHEN & Tuesday, December 13, 2022
WHERE: 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Williams Baptist University
(Moody Room)
22 McClellan Dr.
Walnut Ridge, AR

Wednesday, December 14, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Pocahontas Community Center
300 Geneva Dr.
Pocahontas, AR

Thursday, December 15, 2022
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
M.B. Ainley Community Center
(Banquet Room)
536 E. Elm St.
Corning, AR

Link to project information:
future57.transportationplanroom.com

The comment form will be available through
Tuesday, January 24, 2023. Individuals submitting
public comments may have personally
identifiable information published in future
reports.
*************************************************
Sponsor: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT)
Special communication or accommodation needs under the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may contact Caitlin
Hetzel at 4701 Northshore Drive, North Little Rock, AR 72118,
call 501-823-0730, or email PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.
com. The hearing or speech impaired may contact the Arkansas
Relay System at (Voice/TTY 711). Requests should be made
at least 4 days prior to the location public hearing end date.
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: The Arkansas
Department of Transportation complies with all civil rights
provisions of federal statutes and related authorities that
prohibit discrimination in programs and activities receiving
federal financial assistance. Therefore, the Department does not
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age, national origin,
religion (not applicable as a protected group under the Federal
MotorCarrierSafetyAdministrationTitleVIProgram),disability,
Limited English Proficiency (LEP), or low-income status in
the admission, access to and treatment in the Department’s
programs and activities, as well as the Department’s hiring or
employment practices. Complaints of alleged discrimination
and inquiries regarding the Department’s nondiscrimination
policies may be directed to Joanna P. McFadden Section Head
- EEO/DBE (ADA/504/Title VI Coordinator), P. 0. Box 2261,
Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (Voice/TTY 711), or
the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov.
Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient
individuals is available upon request.
This notice is available from the ADA/504/Title VI
Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille.
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